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TO ♦ 

t 

HIS EXCELLENCY 

FREYHERRN VON GÖTHE. > 

MINISTER OF STATE 

TO HIS ROYAL HIGHNl^SS 
THE GRAND DUKE OF SAXE WEIMAR« 

Sir, 
I DO not know any name so well calculated to 
grace tbe dedication-page of this interesting little 
volume, as that under the sanction of which it ha?) 
been introduced into German literature. In this 
pe^uasion, I am not only influenced by a sense of 
appropriateness; but also feel happy in having an op- 
portunity of expressing the respect and admiration 
which I have long entertained for your splendid 
talents and high character. 

The fame of the Author of Faust has not beeif 
confined even to the numerous divisions of 6er- 
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many : it has penetrated every portion of civilized 
Europe; therefore^ I am desirous (in common 
with natives of many other countries) to consider 
Götbe rather as the ** Citizen of the World/'- than 
of any particular part of it. Your genius and 
accomplishments^ admitted by your countrymen to 
be pre-eminenty and which will unquestionably ren- 
der the^works of your pen immortal, have ensured 
their introduction into my native land, which I am 
happy to say boasts a closer intellectual affinity 
than any other to your own ; — a fact proved, in a 
great degree, by the endeavours of several of ^ur 
highly distinguished literati to render into the 
English tongue the most valuable productions of 
German inspiration, — as well as by the popularity 
of the naiAes of Göthe, Schiller, Wieland, &c, 
amongst the reading classes of my countrjrmen. 

The high regard of the English people for your 
Excellency's individual merits has been already 
fully expressed in a variety of ways, — ^more particu- 
larly in the works of our Bjrron, Scott, Gower, 
Shelley, and other well-known names. For my- 
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self, an humble gleaner in the harrest of British 
Kterature, I am proud to offer this little testimcmy 
of correspondent feeling, not so much in the charac- 
ter of an individual, as of a citizen of England ;«^ 
in which light I trust Your Excellency will be 
pleased to accept it, and to permit me to subscribe 
myself, 

With great respect, 

Your Excellency's 

most obedient servant, 

THE TRANSLATOR. . 

London^ OcU 12M, 1826. 
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EDITORS PREFACE. 



Therb is a saying amongst us, that fortune is 
spherical; and I think there is some truth in 
the adage ; since this comparison may be used in 
another sense besides the common one. The 
form of a sphere appears to the observer that 
of a complete, perfect, self-existent figure ; and 
in like manner as its unvaried outline proves 
unattractive to our eye, so does the smooth 
coarse of the fortunate man fail to command 
our interest. 

The state of well-being and contentment is 
simple and uniform, whatever the source fron^ 
which it springs. We feel no excitement in 
dwelling on the contemplation of such a lot; 
and when, at th^ end of a dr^ma, the hero and 
* heroine are united» curiosity expires, and the 
spectator willingly returns home, however pow* 
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erfUIIy his attention might have been previously 
enchained by the intricacy of the plot and the 
distresses and embarrassments of the characters. 

Untoward cireumstances, on the otiber hand, 
may be compared with the figure of a polygon, 
whose numerous angles, by confusing, excite 
the vision. Its surface is various, broken, irre- 
gular. Upon that of the sphere the light seems 
invited to repose, while those parts not presented 
to it rest in tender shadows :-the polygon, 
on the contrary, upon every angular division, 
exhibits a different tint-^ä different degree of 
colouring or of shade; thus amusing the organs 
of sight, which are busied with the endeavour to 
comprehend and harmonise the whole. 

This little volume is calculated to illustrate 
these considerations. Its contents, with a few 
exceptions, treat of misfortune, of pain, and 
despair. 

Recitals of this nature are useful and 
consolatory. Knowledge is always advanta- 
geous : therefore we are indebted to those who, 
having suffered so much, — having had death 
more than once before their eyes, — have related 
to us these sufferings, and the manner in which 
they were redeemed from them; and the re- 



flection is ooBSolatory» that this redemj^tioB pro- 
ceeded from themselyes. It is true» indeed» 
that the exertions of stefutfitst, active, prudent» 
humane» and religions men are favored by the 
influence of a higher power ; and the moral 
government of the world is presented in its 
clearest manifestation by assistance afforded to 
the good and brave sufferer. 

The social organization of the exiles of Ca- 
brera» the poorest of the Balearic Islands» can- 
not fail to obtain the commendation of all think- 
ing men: it exhibits» indeed» an absolute ittodel 
of a political condition of society» conformable 
with reason and nature» 

The fortitude exhibited» and the struggles 
made by the unfortunate sailors who Were 
stranded upon a barren rock upraising itself in 
the middle of the ocean» — evince» in like manner» 
a model of natural and moral resolution — of 
native and tried constancy-— of considerate and 
prudent boldness. These men are rescued» by 
conduct of this description» from a situation the 
most appalling; and they subsequentiy meet 
with otheris who have encountered similar perils. 

What a lesson is thus read to us ! and how 
desirable is it for each individual and unimportant 
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man to see what has been acUeved by others 
equally obscure with himself; — to perceive that 
they have attained to praise and commemora- 
tion simply by the exercise of those virtues, the 
use of which would be equally necessary in him. 
should he ever be called to contend with dan- 
ger and fate! 

Thus, I really conceive it to be a work of 
benevolence to recommend to others the peru- 
sal of a book which has suggested such reflec- 
tions to my own mind ; and I trust, that in the 
heart of every thinking reader, it will sow the 
seeds gf a similar harvest. 

GÖTHE. 
Weimar, 14th Jan. 1826. 
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MEMOiR-writing—- at least that kind of memoir- 
writiog to which the present work belongs, is new 
in Genn^y, and sufficiently rare amongst our* 
selyes. It is extremely interetsting in its nature, 
tending of course to make the reader much better 
ficquainted than he could possibly become through 
any other medium, with the actions, as well as 
peculiarities of character, of the individual de- 
scribed. 

It is curious enough to compare the rarity 
and recentness of the mUitafy adventures we 
possess, with the great importance of the sub« 
ject, and the moderate quantity of talent re- 
quired in its treatment. Military officers are 
gentlemen; and moreover they are at least sup- 
posed to be qualified by education to put 
together words and sentences according to 
the received usages of the English tongue. 



xiv translator's Preface. 

The days of the Ensign Northingtons in 
Tom Jones are over* If any military man 
chooses merely to narrate his adventures,— the 
" moving accidents" which every oflScer is sure 
to have encountered in his life-time^ as well as 
" hair-breadth scapes i' th' imminent deadly 
breach" — if he details these unaffectedly and 
plainly, and presents the reader with any thing 
like a faithful pictom of his own feelings, the 
book is sure to be an amusing and interesting 
one. It is rather surprising, therefore, that the 
books of this description with which we have been 
presented since the close of that great struggle 
which has changed the face of all Europe, have 
been so few — and especially that it should have 
been left to persons in the inferior ranis of the 
army to give us the few we have. 'Count 
Bapp has indeed recently published a Narrative 
of his military life, comprising a striking aq- 
count of Buonaparte* s Expedition to Moscow : 
but for the grand panorama of that great man's 
battles, we must look to *^ the general camp, 
pioneers and all" — especially to the very enter* 
tainin^ volume lately published in Englaad; 
entitled, " Adventures of a French Serjeant." 
The stiir more recent publication, " Advai- 
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tares of a Young Bifleman/' between whiob 
volume and the present there is a cenformity of 
interest arising from the similar rank, and ac- 
quaintanceship» of the respective heroes^ shows 
that the Grerman officer b are not more anxious for 
literary reputation than our own : and a f€»w other 
personal narratives which have cqppeared among 
th^n, and with which the public may soon per* 
haps become acquainted, render it manifest that 
in Germany, as here, the officers have been in* 
debted for some of their fame, as well as their 
fortunes» to the common soldiers who fought 
under them. 

Even in France, that land of memoirs and 
memoir- writing, this class of narratives has by 
no means been abundant, an spite of the tempt- 
ing effects to be produced from a display of the 
ever-shifting scenes in the great drama of the 
Revolution, and the more brilliant, . though 
equally various display of the pride, pomp, and 
circumstance of war and conquest which suc- 
ceeded it. There has been nothing published 
in France, during the revolution, at all equalling 
in interest or power the Memoirs of Colonel 
Hutchinson by his wife — the personal narrative 
of Captain Crichton, printed in Swift's Works ; 
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or even Defoe's History of a Cavalier, which 
he compiled frcMn the floating military reports 
and traditions of his time. The works in 
France that come nearest these in cha- 
racter and interest are undoubtedly the me- 
moirs relating to the struggle in La Yen-, 
dee — especially that which bears the heroic 
name of Larochejaquelm: but even these me-r 
moirs, delightful and various as they are, want 
the charm of variety, of change of scene and 
manners, which is perpetually giving its gay 
and shifting colours to the story of ^ life of 
restless and predatory adventure. 

All this will be met with in the Rifleman's Com- 
rade, which has found an Editor whose fame is 
even more extensively European than the adven- 
tures of the hero. This celebrated leader in the 
republic of letters has already stated, in his own 
Preface, the principal materials whereof the pre- 
sent volume is composed ; which bear, in some of 
their features, as we have already hinted, a family 
resemblance to those which have already obtained 
a great share of popularity under the title of " The 
Young Rifleman," to which work the present was 
published in Germany as a companion. 

The reader will be tempteid to smile, now and 
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then, at the national prejudice displayed by the 
author of the following narrative :— " the good 
Grerman mannfers/'-r** the temperance arid in- 
dustry common in Crermäny," — ** the honest and 
social feelings characteristic of his native coün-> 
try," brought by the Gref man colonist to Port 
Louisi — all these expressions savour strcmglyof 
that esprit na^tona? which we should almost have 
thought so general an acquaintance« with the 
world would have eradicated from the writer's 
mind. 

. His observations on' men and things/ with the 
exception of th^ Spaniards, in treating of 
whom he exhibits a prejudice similar in its na^ 
tare to the fof^egoing, although of a complexion 
widely different, appear to be at once fair and 
sensible; and sprinkled, here and there, with a 
latent spirit of humour which raiders than 
occasionally very piquant, relieving pleasantly 
the deep and tragic nature of the general in- 
terest of the story. 

After all, we are at a loss to know how 
much of this book may belong absolutely and 
bona-fide to the illustrious writer by whom it 
has been introduced to the world. "With regard 
to the eloquence displayed in various parts, that 
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is not much to the purpose ; since of course the 
style would receive a tinge from the glowing 
imagination of the Editor: but it must be con- 
fessed that^ at times, the elevation of sentiment 
and refinement of taste displayed by the Rifle- 
man seem somewhat beyond the sphere of his 
alleged rank. This is, however, mere guess- 
work ; and refers, at most, to the speculative 
portions of the volume : — the facts narrated 
bearing throughout the unequivocal stamp of 
individual truth and reality. 

A slight freedom has been in one or two in- 
stances taken with the text, but in no matter 
whatever of importance. The translator has 
sought rather to render the spirit and gist of 
the original than to adhere to it literally : here 
and there, also, an expression has been sup- 
pressed, on account of the established dif- 
ference of taste between the two countries. 
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CHAP. I. 

Contents. — ^Tbe' first yean of my life — ^Imprisonment of 
my father— Flight of the rest of the family— Tiding» of my fitther 
•—History of his captivity — ^He U discharged ; letiinn to my 
native town, and from thence joins us in Oennany — ^We go 
back to France together — ^Pleasant occurrences at home — ^The 
inconveniences of war in our town — The military service of my 
brother — ^The beginning of my militazy career — My depaxjtofe 
for Strasburg— Expedition to Spain. 



4 WAS bom during that eveirtful period when 
the horrors of the French Revolution resounded 
throughout Europe — a period which must re- 
main indelibly impressed on the imagination and 
memory of all those who were its contemporaries. 
My father was a respectable butcher^.and was 
elected mayor of the small town in which we 
lived. My education was as good as the troubled 
circumstances of the time admitted it to be. 

A 
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Among other indications of these circumstances 
was the fact, that our priests were not permitted 
to exhort publicly : nevertheless, the good work 
was nof left unheeded ; they came in the night- 
time into the houses of their penitents, and 
sought to impart that consolation and courage 
so necessary under the pressure of adverse 
events. I need scarcely say that the general 
habits of the people were not of the purest de- 
scription, at a time when "tre^s of liberty" 
sprang up like mushrooms, around which the 
furious Jacobins danced'and roared to the melo- 
dy of their fa ira. A great many things were 
exhibited to the unpractised eyes of youth by no 
means consonant with those feelings of modesty' 
and shame so amiable in the juvenile disposition. 

I can remember very well that my father was 
taken one night out of his bed, bound, and con- 
veyed as a prisoner to Strasburg. This violence 
'Wßs comnxitted, on the plea of his being an ari- 
stocrat. He yielded with firmness and patience 
T— -replying to the insults of the men who ap- 
prehended him with mildness, and expressing 
his reliance on the divine protection. 

Our constancy was not of this heroic descrip- 
tion: we were dissolved in tears; we held the 
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knees of the heartless gens d'armes^ and implored 
them not to deprive us of our protector : but 
our appeal produced in them only savage. laugh- 
ter and low-bred mockery. They diverted them- 
selves with the excess of our affliction; and 
when my unoffending parent was removed from 
his house upon a wheelbarrow, an expression of 
malicious joy was visible in the cotmtenances of 
several of our neighbours, which filled his 'affec- 
tionate heart with dread and apprehension on 
our account. 

The national guards had scarcely quitted the 
house, when a party of sans>culöttes forced 
themselves into it. By these ruffians every 
moveable thing was abstracted or destroyed. 
No one dared to interfere in our behalf. The 
house of one, said to be a friend of the king, 
was, as it were, confiscated, and it was put into 
the power of every good patriot -to commit in it 
whatever devastation his benevolence dictated. 
A little while after came the new mayor; who 
drove us altogether out of our dwelling, thus 
compelling us to relinquish the shelter of our 
paternal roof, utterly destitute of any other asy- 
lum or the means to procure one. That man 
who should have received us would have been 
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marked and proscribed r he would have been set 
down as an aristocrat, and shared the unhappy 
fate of one. 

• A plan was concerted for us to repair to a re* 
lation of my mother, who resided on the other 
side of the Rhine, near Manheim. But the 
question was, how to get there?— without pass« 
port — without money — without bread ! My el- 
dest brother, a youth of sixteen, who, having 
exercised the business of our father, was well 
acquainted with the country, inspired us with 
Courage, and promised to get us safely over the 
Rhine, in spite of the watchful diligence of the 
officers of the customs. I, the youngest and 
feeblest, was sometimes led, sometimes carried, 
by my brothers ; and thus our progress towards 
the river was very slow, although it was only 
four or five German miles distant.* In fact, 
during the day, we were compelled to remain 
in the forests, subsisting on the precarious boun- 
ty of the neighbouring villagers, which was 
solicited for the common benefit by my sister 
an4 my second brother ; my poor mother could 
only travel at a lingering pace, and I hardly at 
all ; and the third night had arrived when our 

* Five £ogIi8h rollet fona one German mile. 
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little forlorn party found itself on the bank of 
the Bhine. 

My eldest brother bad separated frqn^ us, in 
order to seek the readiest mean^ of passage« a 
point of meeting having been previously de- 
cided on. Mine was the only heart whieh did 
not thrill with anxiety at this period. The 
shadows of life had not as yet dimmed the sun* 
,hme nataial to it. I was happüy ignorant of 
the perils by which we were environed; and 
with plenty to eat, was content and cheerful. 

Having reached the spot agreed on, we con- 
cealed ourselves as well as possible, and awaited 
the arrival of our youthful guardian. An hour 
beyond the specified time elapsed, and still he 
came not« The whole party was nigh frightened 
to death — at least with one exception — that ^ 
myself, who, as I have already observed, was 
unable to comprehend the nature of our situa- 
tion — ^marvelling why we returned not homoi 
and why we were travelling in the dark night. . 

At length, the concerted signal was heard, 
hope revived, and each individual earnestly 
longed to hear the well-known accents of my 
brother. He had not been able satisfactorily 
to fulfil his scheme, which was to take one of the 
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many small fishing-boats constantly lying on 
, the shore. They had all been too well se* 
cured ; until at last he had met with o>ne in a 
wood, which he had been obliged to carry a 
long way to the river : " and after all,^' said he, 
*' it is scarce fit to receive so many persons; 
but by God's help, and the use of a pair of to- 
lerably robust arms, I will convey you safely to 
the other side." It was of little consequence, 
wanderers as we were, at what point of the opi- 
posite shore we might land. / 

Eagerness to depart was now the prevalent 
feeling. To have been intercepted at the mo- 
ment when our redemption appeared so near, 
would have been doubly grievous. We pro- 
ceeded towards the river, with strained nerves 
'and in silence^ — ^fear urging our steps, and im- 
parting to us an unwonted priiiciple of stifength. 
* Shortly the rush of the impetuous Rhine be- 
came perceptible to our ears. We soon stood 
upon the^ shore, aiid saw the frail bark which 
was to waft us from a land of anarchy and car- 
nage to one unstained with the blood of kingsl 
The sight inspired us with fresh courage, but 
it was unenduring; for a second glance proved 
how well grounded my brother's apprehensions 



THE rifleman's COMRADE. 7 

■* • • • . 

were as to the capacity of the boat ; and scarcely 
had one of our party set foot in it, when -dread 
of exchanging the hard-heartedness of man* for 
the yet more merciless wave, restrained, with 
an involuntary cry, the others from following. 

This irresolution was combated by my brother 
with all his eloquence. My mother was thie 
most timid; but at length, even in -her, the 
fear of immediate death was surmounted by 
that of losing her children: she entered the 
boat ; and my brother pushed from shore. The 
passage was not without danger, for our boat- 
man was inexperienced : the exigency of the 
tnrcumstances, however, inspired hini not only 
with fortitude, but with tact. He instructed us 
all to lie down, himself remainmg upright. 
Thus he relieved himself from harassing obser- 
vations or ignorant fears, since we knew not 
the progress of our brief voyage : neither 
would he answer any question, devoting every 
energy unencumbered to the reaching with 
safety the peaceful shore of Germany. At 
length, his cry of pleasure aroused us, and al- 
most at the same moment we felt our boat push 
against the sand : we arose, and saw, at the 
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dktanee of aboat twenty steps, the desired 
country. 

A brief time sufficed to set us ashore, and 
fervently did we thank the benevolent God who 
had thus far preserred us. My brother being 
known in these parts, we experienced no dif- 
ficulty in finding our relations, by whom our 
reception was exceeding friendly, and we ob- 
tain^> in one way and another, a sufficient 
provisicHi. 

. My brother made excursions, at several dif- 
ferent timed, into France, for the purpose of 
eoHecting intelligenee touching the condition of 
Biy father. Them endeavours were, however, 
in eyery instance fruitless ; nor was tibis much 
to be wondeted at, since he was obliged to con- 
ceal his presence there from public observation, 
imd our true friends could give him no tidings 
of the fate of that victim of persecution. 

In this manner about a year and a half passed 
away, at the expiration of which period we re- 
ceived a letter informing us that my father had 
not been convicted of aristocr^tism, but not- 
withstanding still remained in close confine- 
ment. This news» on the face of it^ seemed 
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dreary enough, and yet we all derived hope 
therefrom. He was still alive. The very ar* 
rival of the letter appeared indicative of good, 
particularly to the loi^ging ardor of my excels 
lent mother, who had suffered severely. I havii 
already said, that we had sufficient for our sup* 
port; but this sufficiency was derived princit 
pally from the Christian charity of the humane 
neighbounk My brother, indeed, having been 
engaged as assistant by a butcher, cout^buted 
his quota to our sustenance. 

One evening (how perfectly it lives in my xe% 
membrance!) we were sitting rom^ the fire* 
side: the wind was up, lashing forward the 
torrent of the Rhme, and huge black cloud« 
were discharging from their heavy mas9e$i a.4e^ 
luge .of rain, when we heard, quite suddeidyA 
a knocking at the door. It was opened ; and# 
O the joy ! my dear fatbw entered. We wem 
mute, from the quick and overpowering revul- 
sion of habitual fear and delayed hope: nw 
was it until blinding tears bad given a passage 
to our emotion that we were enabled to speak 
a siaigle word. But then, whe^ the unlocked 
voice resumed its utterance,, how fondly were its 
powers lavished on the stranger ! What a store 
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' of endearing expressions .! "What an infinity of 
questions, scarcely waiting for reply !• »The best 
place 6y the fire was awarded to the beloved 
object of our solicitude, and happiness sat at 
the heart of every member of our humblie circle. 
After rest and refreshment, my father com- 
menced his story. ." You know," said he, 
" that I was carried ^ on a wheelbanrow, like 
.the meanest Criminal, to Strasburg. I was in- 
sulted, not only by the men who escorted me, 
but by the greater part of the inhabitants of 
those places through which we passed ; never- 
theless there were not wanting many faces 
lighted up by the divine feeling of compassion. 
At Strasburg, I was immediately throwii into 
prison, where I found a great many other: un- 
fortunates circumstanced in a similar way. In 
this state of durance, I continued four weeks 
without any question being put to me. The 
Court of Justice (alas, miscalled so !) assembled 
every day. Most of the prisoners were con- 
victed, few only discharged. At first, the ex- 
pectation of certain death was fixed in my mind; 
but by degrees, hope grew up, strengthening 
itself day by day from the consideration that, 
had th€^ meant to go to extremities with me. 
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^I should have been sooner summoned before 
flieir tribunal^ as they professed themselyes to 

'he furnished with proofs of my pretended guilt. 
At last my day came rounds and I was con- 
dueted to the court. With serene face and ap- 
proving conscience did I go to meet my ac- 
cusers and. judges, for my heart bore me witness 
that I had demeaned myself as a blameless and 
good citizen both in the days of the monarchy 
ttid in those of the republic. The information 
against me was read. I was accused therein 
of haying harboured friends of the king and 
assisted their flight out of France. I could not 
exculpate myself in this point, because, you 

. know,- a great many unfortunate royalists had 
been assisted by me. I knew not what to say. 
They demanded my defence: upon which I 
deaired the particular facts to be pointed out, 
and their proofs adduced. These proofs, as I 
suspected, they were unable to produce, my 
caution having been uniformly excessive. A 
number of captious questions were subsequently 
put to me, to each of which my answer was 
concise, often monosyllabic, — yes or no. I 
never was summoned before the 4H)urt again. ' 
< '' I beheld -neither friend nor acquaintance 
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during the wlidke tenn of my imprimwMifcnnt. 
Thb day se^tm^ht I received my discluucfe» iml 
Imstened home; bat, to my inexpreisible con« 
sternationy foimd not ypo, its chief treasmref : 
strangers occupied our dwelling« and you« I 
was told, had escaped. I lost no time in pr^ 
viding myself with a passport, that I^might be 
enabled to seek yonf and here, dear friends^ 
we are met again. All worldly {Nroperty we 
have lost, at least for the present : bat I trasi« 
by aid of the divine Providence which has givoQ 
US back to one another, we shall yet see a re« 
newfel of prosperous days." 

Such was the recital of my father, by which 
we were all animated with fresh courage. Wi$ 
had again amongst us our revered head and 
protector. It was in our power to return fear* 
lessly to our native country. The reign of ter« 
ror hftd passed; Bobesjnerre, and his deists» 
were dead or dispersed ; and a milder goverut 
ment hiul superseded their system of horror md 
atrocity. 

After the intearv&l of a fjßw joyful days» 
my father and ^brother wwt home, to tfy tQ 
recover a part of our lost fortune. This separ 
ration cost us much inquietude. They departed, 
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aooompBtued by our hearts' best wishes. We 
followed them with our eyes as Uuig as the 
organs of yisiou would avail us ; and when we 
had quite. lost sight of them» turned aside to 
weep-«— but net such bitter tears as those which 
ensued upon our first sad parting. 

When the arrival of my father was known in 
tte little town, a general sentiment of joy 
appeared to prevaü. Almost every body came 
tiy congratulate him ; and no one came with 
empty hands. Each brought a present — a lesser 
or a greater one, according to the power of the 
dono^. 

After some weeks, our two cherished friendcf 
i^Bcrossed the Bhine, end apprised us that they 
had purchased our house for a small sum ; and 
aMiough my father had not the ready money 
neeesiSary to complete his bargain, the party 
with whom he had to deal expressed a willing« 
ness to toust, as he said, to his honest face. 

Having packed together every thing which 
we could call our own, we took leave of the 
good-natured iiihabitants of the country, thank- 
ed them for the abundant proofs they had ext 
hibited of friendship and baoievolence, smd der 
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parted with a mingled feeling of pleasure and 
pain. We soon stood on the bank of Gbr« 
man/s watery frontier; and casting a retro«» 
spective glance upon the hospitable land we 
w'ere quitting, were speedily wafted to th^ 
shores of our native France. At lengthy the 
tower of the church of our village rose upon our 
view, and we quickly afterwards found our- 
selves there. My brother had gone on before^ 
but joyless was the entrance into our formerly 
pleasant home: it was quiet, empty, and de- 
serted. No yard-dog greeted us with loud 
hayings ; no domestic fowl were chirping about. 
All had been taken away; and amongst the 
rest, a little pet of my own, a tame kid, which 
I had left behind, and the loss of which was to 
me matter of serious grief. The few things we 
had brought with us relieved us, at first, from a 
good deal of embarrassment. 

My father felt extremely gratified when, after 
a few days' interval, one of his old acquaint- 
ances paid us a visit, and, calling him aside, 
put into his hands a purse containing fifty louis 
d'or, with these words : — " Here, my friend ! 
take it not ill that I have retained your pro- 
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ptrtj 80 long ; but I would not give it you 
, until Ivwas convinced that you were in a. situa- 
tion to keep it when you had it." 

My. father was at a loss to understand this 
seeming enigma, since this man had been one 
of the most furious of the sdf-called patriots, at 
the period of his imprisonment. " Friend/' 
. returned he hesitatingly, " I know not what I 
should think of you." 

.' *f Think what. you please," replied the other, 
'* but I will afford you a clew to this riddle. I 
detested from my soul the horrors which were 
enacted here and elsewhere ; but what could I 
do ? I called to mind the old proverb, — * One 
swallow makes no summer.* I assumed the 
..deportment of a * good patriot,' b^capse in til^t 
character, and in that alone, I should have.it in 
my power essentially to benefit my friends. 
When I heard that informations were laid 
against you, I was accordingly among the first 
who broke into your house, and commenced the 
work of spoliatipn ; and from my knowledge of 
the premises, . I lost no time in reaching the 
place where ypur cash was deposited. This I 
seized on, and have kept unappropriated until 
now, when the return of security enables. me to 
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pevceiye that I may re-deliver it to you with 
safety. I pray you let thia secret remain uMt* 
violated between us." 

My father was unaUe to utter a wcnrd in 
reply to thii explanation; but he pressed hit 
friend's hand, and his grateful countenance 
spoke the swelling feelings of his heart« TJds 
was a great help to us« Fifty louis d'or was» 
at that time, an important sum, as the repubUo 
paid with assignats, and one louis d'or would 
often fetch the value of a hundred francs in the 
paper currency. Cattle were' now purchased^ 
together with the iustrnments necessary in out 
trade ; and the house, after the lapse of four 
weeks, became as cheerful and commo(Uous as 
if we had never left it. 

The French armies passed the Rhine, and 
victory almost uniformly crowned their banners« 
iThe theatre of war was, at several periods, in 
our immediate neighbourhood; but our little 
town, somehow or other, dways escaped ths 
rava^ of plunder. We were, howeyer, occa» 
sionally harassed by contributions. The Austrian 
troops were no stranger» to us ; but they did 
not come in su£Scient force to do esseatiid 
KBJury. My eldest brother was drawn by the 



THB rifleman's COMRADE. 17 

conscriplion : and his lot obliged him to march 
dkecäy.'*' His regiment was the sixth of cni» 
rassiers, and he made his first campaigD in 
Switzerland. My parents ifere rendered di»» 
consolate by this bereavement, since the ymmg 
man was not only aü affectionate son, bat an 
intelligent and an active citizen. They were 
hoirev^ compelled to seek consolation in Um 
thought that their own e^se, far fnmi being a 
solita^ one, was shared by many otherwe^ing 
families. 

Meanwhile, the young soldier, having com«* 
pleted his Swiss expedition, was sent into Italy t 
bis regiment was concerned in die battle of 
Marebgo, where G^eral Desaix elosed a life of 
heroism by a death of glory. — ^^It subsequently 
entered Grermany, and took part in l&e battle of 
Attsterlitz. For his good conduct and bravery 
in this acljion, my brother was invested with the 
cross of honor; but he had, to counterbalanoe 
this fortune, the ill fate to lose his left legi 
which was dashed to pieces by a spent balU 



* % 



* The laws of tlie conscription ozd8iüe4 those included within, 
their operation to draw lots, according to which, the time was 
fixed for their entering upon service, as well as their peculia» 
destinaiiont 
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This disabled him from further -service, and 
a pension was settled on him. He therefore 
returned to us, cured, indeed, but crippled, yet 
without haying been deprived of- his natural 
gaiety of heart and disposition to activity. He 
procured a wooden leg, which was made with 
so much dexterity as to hide the deformity con- 
sequent upon his loss ; and if the substitution 
was at times perceived, it showed that his cross 
of honor was not bestowed unworthily. In 
spite of it, he married a very pretty girl, with a 
considerable fortune, and was thereby enabled to 
carry on the business to which he had been 
bred by his father ; and he is now living, I am 
happy to say, in respectability and comfort. 
' In the year 1806, I also was included in the 
conscription list. In this circumstance there 
was nothing extraordinary, and yet it operated 
on me like a thunder-stroke: I said nothing of 
this feeling to my brother; for he was devoted 
with enthusiasm to 'the military profession, of 
which he spoke in terms almost of inspiration. 
" Every young, man," said he, " who is healthy, 
and possessed of sufficient strength to bear the 
inconveniences of the service, ought to repair 
with ardor to the standard of his country, when- 
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ever that country is threatened with danger. I 
know of no calling so honorable as that of a sol- 
dier, who endures, for a slight remuneration^ 
ail the privations and horrors of war;-r>who, 
reckless of danger, every day exposes his own 
life for the preservation of his kindred and 
fellow- citizens from the invading enemy. If he 
falls,, he dies the death of glory. Does he be- 
come, miitilated ? — He leaves the scene of his 
honorable exploits, and carries home with him 
thel esteem of his comrades, receiving there the 
welpome of affection and respect." 
. Such were the impassioned observations fre- 
quently reiterated by. my. warlike brother; and 
I would, not have advised any one to thwart 
faini when. in. this excited state. I had always 
cherished the. hope of drawing a free lot, which 
would have exempted .me from servi^^e. This 
hope was now .at an end. I drew, the number 
nine, by virtue of which, I, like my brother be- 
fore me, was compelled to march ijtrithout dejay. 
My mother was inconsolable ; but my father's 
sensibility had been blunted ^j renewed aor 
cessions of evil, and he now shielded himself 
with the feeling of indifference. My brother 
encouraged me ; and when I cast my eye on 
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the red riband of the cross of honor which 
decorated his button-hole, a spark of emulation 
darted athwart my mind> and I felt excited to 
aequire a similar mark of distinction ; an ardor 
however which was speedily abated on glancing 
ft fittle lower down upon his wooden leg. 

Provided with whatever assistance my pa« 
vmits had it in their powder to extend to me, I 
quitted the town with my companions, and an 
•Id Serjeant escorted us to the place of our des* 
tiiiation, where I was enrolled in a regiment of 
infantry, the dep6t of which was at that 
period in Strasburg; and consequently I re- 
auHned some time in the vicinity of my friends« 
Here my initiation in the art of war took 
place. Superannuated warriors, themselves 
past the capability of military service, were out 
teachers ; and these men were the most fitting 
of any to provide the regiment, from time to 
time, with effibimit recruits. In the beginning 
of my career, I imbibed a powerful aversion to 
the duties I was subjected to; nor was this 
without reason; since, during my former re^ 
sidenee in Germany, I had frequent opportuni* 
ties of witnessing military exercises, and recol- 
lected perfectly well the brutal treatment ex* 
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perienced by the unfortunate noyices at the 
hand of their task-^masters. It was not enongii 
that a recruit was pushed about and insulted-: 
actual chastisement was inflicted without le» 
morse; and my compassion was constantly 
awakened by the sufferings of these poor people« 
whose only offence was awkwardness in perform- 
log evolutions entirely new to them. But I soo» 
found, to my inexpressible delight, that this 
system was not followed i^ by my instructors^ 
who exercised towards their pupils great kind-» 
ness and forbearance« Their manner of speak*^ 
ing was considerate, nay affectionate, as should 
be. that of every one. who proposes to give in»* 
struction to others. Accordingly, we returned 
their kindness with confidence and respect; 
using all possible endeavours to comprehend and 
perform our duties, in order to relieve them, aa 
much as possible, from the trouble necessarily 
entailed on them. 

During the. whole time of my stay at Stra»* 
burg, n\y friends at home were in the habit of 
furnishing me with articles of comfort and con* 
venience ; and thus my residence there was^^^all 
things considered, agreeable enough. In the» 
evenings^ when we had assembled together, the* 
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veterans related to us their former expeditions 
and achievements — not in the spirit of boasting, 
or to impress upon our minds the hardships of 
a miKtary life ; but in order to lay before their 
youthful auditors an example of the manner in 
which they ought to behave themselves when^ 
called on for active service. Thus the days 
passed cheerfully on ; and a positive desire was 
awakened in our hearts to join the ranks of our 
regiment, in order that we might display to our 
aged friends how much we had profited by their 
lessons. 

The French armies were, at the period of 
wluch J speak, in Suabia, Bavaria, and Fran- 
conia,* ready to commence on the instant ä pro- 
jected expedition against Prussia ; and our men 
were eager to receive orders to march thither. 
But affairs took another turn. The expedition- 
was undertaken and completed without our in- 
tervention. Its result was fortunate for France; 
and our disappointment was great in being 
doomed to remain inactive in quarters while 
these glorious events were going forward. 

Sp passed the autumn of 1806. The suc-- 
eeeding year brought with it fresh occurrences.^ 
Spain called iik France as a confederate against 
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EDgland» and the prudent Napoleon made use 
of this.cUrcumistance to further his own peculiar 
views. For a long while there was a report 
circulated that we should take part in an expe- 
dition to Spain ; but it was only a report : the 
suAuner passed away» and we were still at 
Strasburg. . 

Suddenly an order arrived for breaking up 
our quarters, and in three days time we found 
ourselves on the road to Paris. . "We formed a 
* battalion, of seven hundred men, the conscripts 
of the present year being united with us. The 
march to Paris was the pleasantest I ever expe- 
rienced in the course of my military life. Our 
daily journeys were short; the landlords and 
landladies of the inns on the road were cour» 
teous and obliging; ,we had. most of us spare 
money in our pockets; and these advsutitages^ 
added to the excitement of new scaoes, remark-; 
able places, and a beautiful country, combined 
to render us happy. 

We wjare speedily in Paril; and I can 
scarcely express the e:^tent of my wonder at 
the first, view of this noble city, both exter*> 
nally and internally. We. were conducted, 
ahnost close to the Tuilleries ; ^d having been. 
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»viewed there by a commissary of war, were 
sent to occupy an empty barrack in the suburb 
of St. Germain« Every thing had been pro- 
vided for our reception. Our stay here was 
protracted for some days, it bdng the custom 
at that time for every detachment of tro<^s to 
receive a festive dinner before their departure 
to join the army. 

^ The tables were spread in a public place» to 
enable all the men of the battalion to enjoy 
themselves in concert. A number of toasts 
wei^e dnmky which was the occasion of a great 
deal of amusement; and many comic scenes 
ensued. After the dinner» I went to look 
found Paris ; and was equally astonished* and 
ddighted at the variety and splendor of the 
scenes around me, and at the spirit of life and 
bustle which seemed to animate the populatic» 
of the metropolis, thronging in every directi<m. 
Coaches were rattling about on all sides; and 
groups of gay h(«semen occasionally diversified 
the scene. When the time arrived for my 
return to my quarters, I was obliged to take 
smne trouble in seeking them out; and the same 
difficulty, I found, had occurred to several of 
my companions. Every one of us retired to^ 
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resti full of gratification and of amazemeüt at 
tte novelties: we liad iraitnessed; and the next 
morning' we quitted Paris. 

We were now cex^dn tiiat Spain was our 
destination. Many regiments left the metro* 
polis at the same period, with a similar object. 
Our route lay through Orleans, where I saw 
the statue of Jeanne D'Arc, her helm and 
shield by her side, which is placed in a public 
part of the town, enclosed by a palisading. 
This sight called up the memory of past times 
into my mind, and gave occasion for instituting 
a comparison between those and the present. 

We quitted Orleans, proceeded to Limoges, 
thence into the rich town of Bordeaux, and 
subsequently to Paul de Dax, remarkable for 
its hot springs. From this place we pro- 
ceeded to Bayonne, where all appeared full 
of military activity, as it was the general ren- 
dezvous of the troops destined for the Spanish 
expedition. The whole army consisted of young 
conscripts, principally of the current year : not 
a beard was visible upon the chins of the inci- 
pient heroes; and hence we were facetiously 
denominated 1! Armee des Enfans. Many 
— many a one of these youths, then full of 

B 
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hope and strength, was doomed to see his native 
France no more: many were starved in the 
Peninsula; and no account having been ren- 
dered of them, are perhaps still expected at 
home — alas ! in vain. 
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CHAP. II. 

Arrival in Spain — My first niglit's lodging — Provision for tho 
troops — Bisca^an carts — Second night's lodging in Tolosa — 
Departure from thence — Object of the expedition — Discontent- 
ment of the Spaniards with the Frencli — ^Our arrival at Madrid, 
and entrance ii to that city — Quarrels between our tkoops and 
the nadves-^ComjnotionA in the provinces— «-National cbaracfer 
of the Spaniards — Expedition to Toledo — Revolution of the 
in!iabitants of Madrid, and massacre of the 2d of May. 



Thb Grand Duke of Berg (Murat) was 
generaUin-chief of the army of Spain. As soon 
as he arrived with his staff, orders were given 
to advance. At the close of the year 1807, we 
set foot for the first time on Spanish ground. 
We belonged to the second division of the 
army, commanded by Gen. Dupont. Another 
division proceeded, through Spain, into Porta- 
gal, to occupy and defend it against the English. 
Although the provisions for the soldiery were 
none of the best in France, in Spain they were 
far worse. In the former country every one 
received the means to furnish his journey with 



necessary comforts, including a good bed, with 
blankets and mattresses. However, a soldier 
should not accustom himself to expect such 
accommodations; and. our first night's lodging 
in Spain was calculated to put our philosophy 
to the proof. About four o'clock in the after« 
noon, Bayonne was behind us; and an hour 
afterwards i>ight set in. We procured for our- 
selves flambeaux, which are commonly to be 
met with ; and our column exhibited a regular 
train of torch-bearers. The march was ex- 
tremely tedious and inconvenient, from the irre- 
gularity of the road : but, in spite of all impe- 
diments, we on the same night effected the 
passage of the Bidassoa, a little river which 
separates Spain from France. How different 
were the manners of the inhabitants on either 
side of this river ! Angry and malicious glances 
were abundantly cast on us by the Spaniards. 
- A little furtiier on, we came to a smail village, 
at which we halted for the night, the cavalry 
proceeding a league further, to a somewhat 
larger place. We received billets for our night's 
lodging, but they were of no use whatever, 
since we saw none of the inhabitants, who kept 
themselves out of Ae way ^m want either of 
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cMiurtesy or oonfidenee. At length some of 
these people were reluctantly dragged forward^ 
and compdled to give the troops both informa» 
tion and assistance. I was fortunate enough, 
witili two of my comrades» to find a comfortable 
lodging — ^at least what would be so called in 
Spain. Our landlord was a wealthy inlmbitant 
of the yiUage, who treated us with the utmost 
hospitality a Spaniard is capable of diowing. 
Our party consisted x>f a Cterman, a Spaniard^ 
and two Frenchmen. Each man spoke only his 
native tongue, and hence oiircimyersation was 
of tiie most droll and ridiculous character; 
since, urged By the social principle, erery one 
was anxious to communicate, to his neighbour 
Ills own wants and observatioBS ; and. having 
discoveved äiät this could not be effected »by 
words, looks, signs, and gestures were resorted 
to, often of the most grotesque deecnptiini,*«* 
sometimes understood» sometimes not, and 
almost always giving rise to violent bursts of 
laughter« Altogether, it was a highly eoiaic 
scene. Our aupp^ consisted of vasious Span^ 
ish dishes, by no means wanting in eSk and pep* 
per,-*ingredients used her» in a» abundance 
which did not well agree with our taste« But 
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the landlord tempered his repast with a bottle 
of good Spanish wine» to which we had not the 
slightest objection. Our bed was of straw, to 
which our cloaks, 8ic. formed the blankets and 
sheets ; but our night's rest was dreadfully dis- 
turbed by a violent draught of wind ; although 
excessive fatigue made even this uncomfortable 
dwelling acceptable. 

We awoke the next morning with but a 
slight sense of refreshment, and our limbs were 
benumbed with cold. We took leave of ojaa 
landlord, and repaired to the place of rendes« 
vous. Here we were literally stunned by the 
exclamations and complaints made by our com- 
rades of the manner in which they had passed 
the night. From this time we no longer re- 
ceived marching money, in lieu of which 
rations were substituted, consisting of the usual 
portion of bread, half a pound of meat,, and half 
a {Hnt of wine. Having arrived at the village 
already mentioned late in the evening, these 
rations were not distributed until the following 
morning before we commenced our march. The 
wine we drank immediately, not indeed aa a 
matter of choice, but OT^ing to the fact of our 
being destitute of vessels to carry it in. The 
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.meat was cut in pieces and stowed into our 
knapsacks, and the vegetables which accom- 
4 panied it we gave to the poorer inhabitants of 
the place. Thus provided, we renewed our 
march. The road by which we travelled ovear- 
looked a country of great beauty, leading us 
alternately over high mountains and through 
deep valleys. We were met by a great num- 
ber of Biscayan carts, the motion of which {nto^ 
duced a sound excessively disagreeable to our 
ears, owing to their wheels not turning round 
the axis, but with it, and thence occasioning a 
grinding and rumbling that jarred to the very 
centre of our auricular organs. These carts 
are used throughout the whole district of the 
Pyrenees, being calculated to make way acr^NSs 
the very worst roads. 

. Our second night's lodging in Spain was at 
the town of Tolosa. There we were not per- 
mitted to mix with the inhabitants» but were 
stccommodated in a convent, which had b^en 
converted for our reception into barracks. We 
found plenty of straw wherewith to make us 
beds-^not the most luxurious mode of recum^ 
bency, but by no means to be despised by the 
followers of martial glory. Rations were served 
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out to HA thnr 4f eMi^ '<if tbe rnvitf ptopofi3im 
and qnattty as iü the fiiorking; and in the 
aottrse aß «a>'h»w/ all o&r kettles ^^er^t pot is 
lecfuiBitkMtf' t«> Ml the» iMdt.' ^We had peä^^ 
tot vegetabi^^ bttt »d dravifig was o«rr appefile, 
tkit ncriUhier ' ti^g^abtoft' not' meat were^ sttfl^ 
eieaily drl^Med. 'Httiiger^was ki ftiis inirtlaiic^ 
the he9t t^eok/ and impskrted tb our humble ^fare 
a relish wfaii3h more' costly viands, ifithout 'k; 
would hrrt»' hem destitute ^f; It was really 
pleasant'^ observe the- tnauner in which ten or 
twelve Metf wotiW cpugregate round a kettle of 
so^p, euch' M*med with his spoon, and' all at-^ 
tacking i% at the same^ moment. Hilarity mid 
geodrhumour prrevailed : ' as out appetite sub- 
sided, we- found* leisure to cöaddct' aäd' pas* 
rotind the joke or jibe, careless as' to the no- 
velty or refiuement of our pleasafitry, and con- 
tented to etgoy the mirth that was cheaply pro- 
vided. Supper over; we nestled in our straw, 
and experienced a for more comfortable slum- 
ber than that which attended us the former 
night. ' " 

Such was the nature of our daily nßireh. 
We slept, by tumis, in a church or a eonvetit. 
The strictest dii^eipline was enforced^ and the 
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least breach thereof visited with a heavy pim» 
ishment. The abundant rains which now 
marked the approach of the wet season deluged 
th^ otherwise fine roads with water and mud, 
and rendered them most inconvenient and sUp- 
pery; the small mountain rivulets which we 
had to cross were swollen into' considerable 
streams ; and many a night we found ourselves 
without the means to dry our drenched gar- 
ments. 

We arrived successively at Mondragon^ and 
Salines ; and finally halted at Yittoria, where 
we were joined by the troops which followed in 
our route. 

The object of our expedition into Spain was 
now made generally known. The French army 
was destined, in unison with the Spanbh troops, 
to oppose the operations of the English. This 
at least was the understanding then prevalent ; 
but the course of events proved how far our 
government had miscalculated the sentiments 
of the people of the Peninsula. 

Our army consisted of 80,000 mea ; and after 
having been reviewed by Murat, proceeded into 
the interior of the country. Even already it 
became sufficiently apparent that the iiatives 
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chcridied A tiöl^nt hatred fat their ^nxiüaties't 
insamaeh thtft, in ittttny pldceii, we perceired 
marks df aik ontbttrst of the saiotdderiD^ Are. 
This spirit Was^ hoWever, in the beginm^ig', 
always put down by the stroiig arm of power, 
and hence the indignation and distrust of the 
Spaniards increased twofold. 

We were now in full march towards Ma- 
drid ; and our movements were hastened in con- 
sequence of information that several popular 
commotions had begun to show themselves in 
that metropolis, instigated by the conduct of 
Don Manuel Godoy,' the Prince of the Peace. 
Murat, at our head, led us onward through Mi- 
randa, a town on the Ebro, and through Burgos, 
until the walls of Madrid rose upon our view. ' 
• The season was extremely unfavorable, the 
rain falling in torrents. In spite of this, how- 
ever, we were compelled to remain three days 
in tents, without the city. I know not what 
motives infliienced the authorities to this course ; 
but at the termination of the three days, the 
whole of the magistrates came in a body, with 
the corregidor at their head, and presented 
to our general-in-chief the keys of the town. 
Shortly after, we entered the capital, with fly-' 
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lag coUnu« and feflooant mtaic ; fcst acarody 
any of. ike tnkabitanta greeted ent mmni^ 
and thoK who did loimg^e about to stare upon 
us as we passed consisted of tke lowtet rabble. 
The fine appearance and consmnmate diseipline 
of the French troops appeared to excite a feel« 
ing of admiration» Imt not one friendly look or 
exclamation of welcome was ext^uled towards 
onr Unes. Individuals of the higher classes 
occasionally exhibited themselves at the bal* 
eonies; and their dark faces and lowering brows 
were in perfect harmony with the eopnesnto of 
their humbler fellow^citiseiis. We saw no wo» 
men whatever, the custom of the coantry not 
permitting their free intercourse with men even 
of their own nation ; and it therefore not heiBg 
to be wondered at that they were seduiously 
k^t out of our sight. ^ 

Our troops were, in the first instaoee» quar^ 
tered partiy in empty barracks, and partly in 
convents, the cloisters of which latter were pre- 
pared for their reception, &ad provided with 
beds. Meanwhile the lung and queen depart^ 
from Madrid to Bayonne, whither the Prmcef of 
Asturias had preceded them, in order to hold 
the celebrated conference with Napole<m. This 
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step was very contrary to the wishes and opi^ 
nions of the people ; but^ like the generality <^ 
crowned heads» that of Charles IV. was self- 
willed and impotent, and he went. This pro^ 
oeeding tended more and more to irritate the 
minds and tempers of the Spaniards ; and the 
disturbances which had from the beginning been 
habitual between them and ourselves wore every 
day a more serious aspect. In the public 
houses, more especially^ where the effects of 
wine aggravated the national jealousy» bad 
words were constantly fc^owed up by hard 
Mows» and blood flowed profusely» gushing out 
at the stroke of the pcsuard or at the push of 
the bayonet. Our officers did all that lay in 
their power to prevent the recurrence of these 
scenes : but their efforts were vain ; and instead 
of decreasing» they grew more and more fre- 
quent» the name of Spaniard becoming synony- 
mous with hatred to France and Frenchmen. 
Assassination by night and insult by day were 
the agreeable constituents of our life in M»» 
drid ; and hence perpetual watchfuhiess, parti» 
cularly when the shades of night fell over us» 
was necessary for the preservation of out* very 
existence. Nor was this spirit confined to the 
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metropolis : on the contrary, every pioyincial 
districV displayed equal urbanity towl^d, u^, 
and revelled in simUar scenes. The genius of 
revolution was, in truth, busy here, there, every 
»where around ; and a moral convulsion of the 
most appalling kmd threatened to engulf us 
in its destructive consequaices. 

On the 27th of April, in the city of Toledo, all 
restraint was thrown aside, and the flame of 
discord fairly broke out ; in order to extinguish 
which, our battalion, together with some others, 
was dispatched thither. But before I proceed 
with this part of my narrative, I will give the 
reader as good an idea, as close observation -en- 
abled me to form, of the Spanish character. 

The Spaniard is proud, and thinks himself 
privileged to regard with sujNreme contempt the 
native of any other country : he is extremely 
vindictive ; and having resolved to sacrifice any 
individual to his revenge, it is with g^eat diffi* 
culty his victim can escape. He will treasuie 
up his venom from year to year ; and when a 
more generous spirit would imagine the sense 
of injury had been wholly blunted, will spring, 
tiger like, upon his prey. He is, in the highest 
degree, jealous, luxurious, voluptuous ; in a word. 
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whaterer vices disfigure the htnan breast at« 
to be found no wfaere so life as in the bosom of 
a Spaniard«* Deg^dingly saperstitioiifs» he 
receives for gospel whatever the knavish monks 
' choose ta assert, without daru^even to question 
its veracity. Miracles are with him matters of 
common-place notoriety ; and every church is 
filled with pictures of saints, who are reported 
to be very liberal of their intervention.-^'iniere 
is however some brightness on the revise of 
the medal. The Spaniard possesses the virtues 
of sobriety and fortitude. The greatest incim^ 
venienees are borne by him with a degree of 
patience truly admirable ; and love of his native- 
land becomes in bis breast a sacred principle ; 
as was suffioientiy manifested in the long penin- 
sular stru^e against Napoleon.^ 

Our route to Toledo led us through Aran« 
juez, where the splendid summer palace of the 
king is situated, in a country perfectly enchant« 
ing, and ten leagues from Madrid. Hence we 
proceeded to Ocanias, and from that place on* 

* The EngUah reader will bear in mind, that it is probable a 
sense of injury jaundiced the perceptions of the French soldier 
who wrote this account; nevertheless, in sober sadness, we fear 
his allegations are in many instances but too well founded. 
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wanb ia the sceiEff of fwott. ' When w^ fir- 
med at Toledo, the gratest exeftion- iktm 
necessary to quell the insurrection. Hie Spa- 
niards had armed themselves, and were running 
in agitation through all the streets of the town ; 
the monks were preaching rebellion; and an^ 
archy reigned throughout the whole city. Se- 
Teral discharge? of musketry were levelled by 
us at the insurgents, and many of them were 
killed or wounded. This instilled into tlmr 
minds a sentiment of fear, and produced that 
kind of quiet which is the result of compulsion, 
and only prognosticates further evil, — like the 
brief suspension of the tempest, while the rack 
on high is gathering materials for a fresh out- 
bursting. Before our arrival, the houses of 
the more peaceable citi2ens had heem broken 
open, and thoroughly sacked ; such of their in- 
habitants as either could not or would not seek 
safety in flight were poniarded. Here, for the 
first time, I grew fully acquainted with the 
feeling experienced by a soldier when in pre- 
sence of his enemy ; and although the action 
was not of long duration, several of our men 
received awkward wounds. We stopped at 
Toledo for some days, during which period we 
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were pretty comfortably acoommodated ; and 
then, leaving a strong garrison bebind us, re- 
turned to Madrid. 

The greatest portion of the French army had 
for some time occupied an encampment round 
about the capital, and a feeble garrison only re« 
mained withinside the walls, scarcely sufficient, 
indeed, to occupy the most important stations. 
The Spaniards availed themselves of this cir- 
cumstance to batch a conspiracy, the object of 
which was to take the French unawares, and 
massacre them by wholesale. It was easy^to 
observe that, for a few days past, the popuhi» 
tion of Madrid had been receiving a consider* 
able reinforcement. A great number of pe»r 
sants poured into the capital from the. adjacent 
oountoy districts: nevertheless our suspiciims 
were not aroused; and such was the aspect of 
affairs when the sun uprose on the mojning of 
the fatal second of May. 

Cert£dn members of the Spanish royal family 
had projected repairing to France under an 
escort of our troops. Against this measure^ 
the faces of the people were steadily set ; and 
on the day above mentioned, a furious mob 
overthrew the sentinels at the royal palace, 
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eatived its wsHsy add ipooiarded smidry Freneh 
officers^ ^i*te iwere so mfortimate as to fiftU 
in their way. This was the signal for wii« 
versal rärolt* The cry *^ to «rmsT xesoanded 
tkroagktiier streets, which were paraded by bsmdH 
of insuxgents,. who slew every Frenchman they 
met. The guards were overpowered, and the 
residences of 4several general officers despoiled 
of everf article of value theram. Our little 
gttrison mulm^ a most courageous resistance ; 
but what heroism ca» protract a contest against 
numbers? They fell covered with wounds and 
with honot'; and meanwhile the bosi of rebeh 
was houriy accunralating» 

At length reinforcements anrived from the 
encampment i and this event soon changed ^e 
course of circumstances'. The French troop« 
advanced with great celerity. They took no 
heed of %he missiles aimed at them from Hate bal~ 
conies; but bore right forward' to the assistoQce 
and rescue of their overwhelmed «omradessr 
Possessed by a feeling ef indignation and 
rage, they hesitated not to retaliate upon the 
misguided natives, who in äldir tum w^re either 
shot or struck to the earth, and were very 
speedily undeceived as to Aeir comparative 






4i THE rifleman's COMRADE. 

strength. They fled in all directions ; but were 
every where encountered by fresh detachmentt» 
of hostile troops. 

Is it to be wondered at, that» assailed I^ 
treachery and assassination, these men forgot 
for awhile the sacred emotions of compassion? 
— ^They s^w nothing but the mangled .bodies of 
their fellow-countrymen; they heard nothing 
but their agonising shrieks for quarter or for 
help. — ^They took deadly yengeance, sparing 
neither age nor profession. The sanctuary of 
the churches was invaded, and the penitent at 
thß altar shared the fate of the armed rebel. 
The sacred stole of the priest was no greater 
protection from the soldier's mad vengeance, 
than the sober garb of the citizen. The veslp- 
ments and plate applied. to the uses of religkm 
w^re abstracted without remorse, and the uii«> 
hallowed appetite of lust was let loose upon th^ 
persons both of matrons and virgins. It is with 
grief I speak it, but truth compels me to admit 
that every conceivable atrocity marked the 
vengeance of the French soldiery. 

A portion of the insurgents had occupied the 
arsenal, and taken possession of the arms ac- 
cumulated there; but their further measure^ 
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were arrested by the arriyal of a French de- 
tachment, and themselves put to the sword» a 
few only escaping by flight. Even the unhappy 
mdividuals consigned by sickness to the wards 
of the hospitals were thrown out of bed and 
inhumanly lacerated — until, the first ebullitions 
of rage having subsided, other detachments of 
troops interposed, and put a stop to the scene 
of carnage. 

As the day advanced, the French forces con- 
tinued to arrive in still increasing numbers. 
The cavalry scoured the principal streets, over- 
throwing every thing that presented itself; the 
infantry pursued a similar course in the lesser 
ones ; and the point of the bayonet pierced alike 
children of ten or twelve years, and persons 
who had arrived at manhood. One of our 
grenadiers encountered a young woman of high 
respectability, who, while she held a child on 
one arm, brandished a poniard with the other 
hand : he stunned the mother by a blow with 
the butt-end of his musket, and impaled her 
infant upon his bayonet. In another place, a 
Mameluke rode up full gallop, each hand filled 
with watches, which he held by their chains : 
*' Camerade, en voulez-vous une?" — He was 
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aosweredtby each of those who were near faiia 
taking one.; and thus a very beautiful gold 
watch fell to my share. 

Instances similar to the above were common 
enough». When the Spaniards perceiyed that 
their case . was desperate, they gave in, and 
promised submission. But we knew that the 
seeds of hatred were too deeply sown to pro* 
duce other than the deadliest fruit ; and placing 
no confidence in their forced subserriency, ^we 
stood iqM)n owe guard. The sentinels Were 
every where doubled ; and a piquet of 1500 
i&en was in daily motion. Thus the inhabitants 
of Ifadidd were kept quiet; but in the neigh* 
bounngJCKmntry» armed forces were constantly 
assemHii^: General Caro was put at the head 
of these» in the province of Valencia: in Andar 
IwisL, Centals Reding and Castanos took the 
coiiimand. Marshal Moncey was dispatched 
against the Yalenciau rebels; and, General 
Dupontagainst the Andalusian.-««And now com^ 
mences the history of my sufferings. 
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CHAP. III. 

llzpedition into Andalnsm — Terrible fate of the French 
GapttYOB— -Cspture of Cordova, and maasaera there— Similar 
occurreaees at Jaea — Incnsaring rage of the Spaniard« against 
the French — Battle of Andujar — Distress of our troops on 
account of hanger and bad weather — Captivity of the army 
of i>upont— IVeacfaeroQS and vindictive behaviour of the Spa- 
niards. toirafds thrir prisoners f^S<^um of the French cap- 
tives «t St. Lucar and Cadii^Thoir transport to Majorca^ and 
abode at Palma. 



On the last day of May, 1808, the corps of 
General Dupont quitted Madrid, on its march 
to Andalusia. . It consisted of about 17,000 men 
oapahle of bearing arms. Our daily orders for^ 
bade, under strict penalties, any wrong to be 
offered to the inhabitants of the country; and 
General Dupont was uniformly a man of bis 
wcard. The weather was fine ; the distance short ; 
the provision for the troops pretty good: for 
the most part, however, we were under the ne- 
cessity of bivouacking at night, and thus came 
but slightly in contact with the natives. We 
went through the province of La Mancha; 
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geouity exhibited in yarying the insults and 
tortures inflicted upon the unbapjjgr townsfolk. 
Neither childhood nor old age proved an ex« 
eeption froni the prevailing thirst for blood. Id 
shorty all feelings of humanity had fled. 

The town of Jaen shared the same fate, its 
resistance having been similar. Our soldiers 
were literally burdened with spoikof gold and 
silver. The treasures of Cordova and of its 
churches were in our knapsacks,, and many a 
costly crucifix peeped from beneath their co- 
vers, the purloiner not having had time to se- 
cure it more completely. 

By this conduct, tt may be easily imagined 
that the az^y passions of the Spamards grew 
more and more ^inflamed, and only awaited op- 
portunity to retaliate, r No one attached to 
the French army dared venture beyond the 
circle of his companions without the conscious- 
ness of exposing himself to a death of horrible 
torture. It is true, that every Spaniard accused 
of ill «treating a Frenchman was subjected to 
the severest punishment-r-exceeding, if possi- 
ble, his own barbarity : yet, in spite of these 
examples, their savage vengeance was con« 
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stanflj renewed. Their watch-word was ' Ven^ 
cer o morir par nuestra patria. * 

So long as the season remained favorablei 
this kind of life, however unpleasant, might be 
tolerated. We had lost a great manj men in 
various ways ; in open battle, by assassination, 
by sickness, arising from the Spanish climate, 
where after the hottest summer day, the dews 
of night fall heavy and cold, proving a great 
discomfort to us, who were as yet not inured to 
the privations and sufferings of war. Indeed 
the most robust men, whilst unused to it, are in- 
capable of bearing the Spanish climate without 
annoyance. 

The entire province of Andalusia took up 
arms. The monks upraised the war-cry from 
the pulpits of peace. Every slain Frenchman 
was a source of profit to the individual who 
slew him, and the deed was held to entitle him 
to heavenly as well as to earthly rewards. Thus 
our situation became daily more hazardous. We 
quitted Cordova, and fell back on Andujar, be- 
fore Greneral Castanos, whose army, doubling 
oUrs in number, was in full march against us, 

* Let OB conquer or die for our country. 

C 
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whilst another not inconsiderable force was 
manoeuvring to cut off our retreat. We found 
no difficulty» however, in dispersing this latter 
annament. 

On the 14th of July, General Reding attacked 
us with an army of 18,000 troops of the line, 
and a strong artillery. The battle was obsti- 
nate^ on both sides, and I saw numbers of my 
comrades falling aroimd me. Our powder was 
quickly exhausted, and a fresh supply distri- 
buted, on the receipt of which we advanced, 
raising the much-loved cry of " Vive TEmpe- 
reur!*' Night put a stop to the action; and the 
Spaniards retreated in good order to their old 
position« 

Next morning the battle was renewed. We 
fought with equal bravery as on the preceding 
day : every inch of ground was disputed ; and 
the shades of evening again fell upon the earth 
whilst we were pursuing our sanguinary toiL 

On the third day, the 16th of July, the 
^emy, in order to decide the victory, brought 
up his whole power ; but their best endeavours 
were rendered unavailing by the good conduct 
of our troops. The Spanish forces had suffered 
severely ; and we also missed a great proportion 
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of our brave {jdllovrs, to whom the inhospitable 
ground yielded a bloody grave. Numbers were 
wounded ; and the situation of these unfortu- 
nate men was cruelly wretched. Destitute of 
careful treatment, their hurts scarcely dressed» 
they found hardly any shelter from the intolera* 
ble heat of the sun ; and in this condition a 
good many were literally starved, who with 
average care might have been preserved to do 
service to their country, and honor to Üieir. 
friends. But misery and want are inseparably 
linked to the chariot of war : men, it is true, 
grow accustomed even to these evUs ; and sel- 
dom does the soldier look with tenderness upon 
the sufferings of his comrade, heedless that the. 
following hour may bring to himself a similar 
fate. 

When the Spaniards perceived that all their 
efforts fell short of the mark, they desisted from, 
further violence, and the general state of the 
country became more tranquil» This quiet 
Wer was to us bot temporary ; for after 
awhile appeared another foe, of a character far 
more formidable, and a contention with whom 
was likdiy to be attended with still greater hor- 
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TOT». Whilst the fruits of the earth continued 
tolerably plentiful, its produce rendered us 
elate, and restrained all disposition to repining : 
but when our protracted sojourn, added to the 
ravages of war and the licenses of excess, 
had exhausted the kindly supplies of nature, 
then approached the grim fiend hunger. Many 
a day did we pass without receiving a morsel of 
bread, being restricted to a small portion of 
meat accompanied with wretched soup ; and at 
length, even this provision likewise ceased, and 
we were conipelled to resort to whatever sub* 
stitutes fell in our way, among which may be 
enumerated the herbs which grew uncultivated 
in the open fields. By this kind of living, every 
description of malady was successively intro- 
duced amongst us, and a necessity arose for 
sundry medicines, with which we were wholly 
unprovided, our field-dispensaries having fallen 
into the hands of the Spaniards during our 
passage through the Sierra Morena. From 
these causes, our army decreased rapidly ; yet, 
ifi spite of all, and in the midst of every other 
dieprivation, we were not abandoned by the 
principle of courage; much of our fortitude 
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being doubtless owing to the circumstance of 
each man suffering not solitarily» but in com« 
mon with his companions. 

Our brigade» commanded by Genend Wedel» 
was ordered ta march to La Carolina ; and in 
the mean time» Greneral Dnpont was again enr 
gaged in battle with General Beding, upon 
whose army he made several desperate attacks ; 
but the Spanish chieftain would not yield» and 
eventually Dupont found himself so situated as 
to be induced to capitulate. Of these events» 
General Wedel had no knowledge at the time ojf 
their occurrence : he therefore descended from 
the mountains upon a Spanish corps» which he 
attacked» making prisoners of a whole regiment, 
together with two pieces of cannon: but not 
being in sufficient force to protract the combat, 
we fell back into our strong holds» and were 
there encountered by another division of the 
enemy; and thus unequally opposed» we also 
had no alternative but to lay down our arms. 

The French forces .thus compelled to sur« 
render» consisted of 14»000 men» 3»000 having 
been previously killed or wounded. Our situa- 
tion had become so exceedingly irksome» that 
this capitulation seemed likely to improve our 
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prospects rather than the contrary. The terms 
of it were» to disarm ourselves, and then to he 
sent back to France : but let us see how this 
latter stipulation was obsenred. 

No sooner had we grounded our arms, than 
the Spaniards broke in on us« and murdered 
in cold blood our defenceless people. The 
hostile generals, it is true, interposed, and used 
every possible means to quell this diabolical 
spirit, but in vain. The ill»starred men who 
thus fell victims to treachery met death under 
every variety of torture: some were pierced 
with numberless stabs ; others taken and burnt 
alive ; in short, all the horrors of Cordova were 
revived, and put in execution against us. 

When glutted with carnage, they took breath- 
ing time, and the remainder of our baptess 
troops were left to indulge the melancholy an- 
ticipation of a similar fate. The day passed by, 
and no food was distributed to us; so that 
we began to suppose starvation was the doom 
for which we were reserved. The keen pangs 
of hunger overcame, in us, even the horror of 
our brutal oppressors, and we implored them, 
in piteous accents, to give us 'wherewithal to 
eat ; but our petitions only awakened their de- 
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riflion. Several men fell down from exhaus- 
tion ; and these were at once dispatched either 
with the bayonet, or by a deadly blow from the 
butt-end of the musket. We were finally con- 
ducted back to Cordova, which we had before 
altered in the character of proud victors ; and 
scarcely could a more wo-begone and wither- 
ing spectacle be presented than that offered by 
our ranks* 

On our arrival in the city, more sufferings 
awaited our forlorn bands. The infuriated po- 
pulace rushed upon us like tigers, and indi- 
viduals were here and there plucked from the 
line, and literally cut into pieces* Our escort 
opposed but little resistance to this lawless 
spirit : they for the most part entrenched tfaem^* 
selves in stony-hearted apathy ; and even had 
it been otherwise, they did not possess i^ffi« 
cient strength to preserve our security, invaded 
as it was by persons of all ranks and all ages. 
The agonizing throes and convulsive gestures 
of expiring nature were gazed on with savage 
exultation, and human charity appeared to have 
given place to the devilish temper of the can- 
nibal. Even one of their own countrymen, a 
soldier in the ranks of our escort, was struck 
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dowii in my sight because he bad wrapped 
himself in a French coat« being destitute of any 
other. His comrades interfered, but to no pur* 
pose : the man was mercilessly butchered. 

No time was now lost in conveying us to 
various places of strength ; but these were im- 
mediately surrounded by our blood-thirsty ene* 
mies, and nothing but the solid walls» and a 
newly-awakened vigilance on the part of our 
escort» saved our exhausted remnant. 

Happy wore we — comparatively happy— 
when we found ourselves out of ibis detested 
town. Our columns were severally dispatched 
along different roads ; and in each direction were 
we met by armed bands, and saw the natives un-r 
dergoing military exercises ; whilst the dreadful 
cry of Matamos los Franceses!* rung in our 
ears. 

It had been {promised that we should embark 
fit Barameda de San Lucar, in order to reach 
our native France ; and the prospect of shortly 
escaping out of this land of slaughter animated 
our minds with a sort of fearful hope. Before 
this longed-for period occurred, however, new 

* Kill th« Frenchmen I 
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Sufferinga wer^ in store for tis. In proportion 
as our distance from Cordova increasedi the 
kazard of immediate death grew less and less 
imminent ; but to counterbalance this comfort, 
we were more and more exposed to the insults 
of our escort, who renewed their own barbarity 
as soon as other dangers were removed. They 
permitted us not to deviate one step out of the 
line, even to satisfy any pressing want ; and in 
the night we were cooped up in ruinous build- 
ings filled with loathsome vermin, being ' fed 
upon bread and water, and this in stinted 
quantities. 

Our numbers thinned rapidly. Fatigue and 
insufficient provision rendered many incapable 
of rising to renew their march after the night's 
halt, and dawn exhibited to us the stilBened 
limbs of such as death had released from further 
earthly trouble« The survivors were gaunt and 
emaciated ; and frequently on our ghastly mai'ch 
a poor fellow would drop to earth in the ex- 
tremity of weariness and despair. No effort 
was made to assist these sufferers, who were 
either left behind to perish, or bayonetted on 
the spot. It is impossible to tell how many 
were thus lost : in fact, it seemed to be the in- 



tention of the Spaniards to extirpate ns al- 
together. 

At length we arrived at San Lacar. Hope, 
ever an active principle of the human breast, 
worked busily in us even yet. We said to each 
other, " Surely our misery will now find a ter« 
mination !" but no, our enemies had not filled up 
the measure of their atrocity« We were thrown 
some of us into prison-ships, other into stink- 
ing casemates.*" The extremity of anguish by 
which we were now overwhelmed exceeds all 
powers of description, but may be imagined by 
the benevolent mind. With scarce power 
enough to crawl to our detestable dungeons, 
many reached them only to lie down and die 
broken-hearted ; nor should these be considered 
unhappy, since they were taken from the evil 
to come. My lot was cast in one of these putrid 
casemates, where poisonous dews constantly 
distilled from the walls, which excluded efiec- 
tually the free air and sweet light of heaven. 
Unwholesome and distasteful bread, accompanied 
by about four ounces of horse-beans and a little 



* A tenn nsed in fortification, and designating a sabterrane" 
ana or covered archwork. 
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fandd oil, fonned the materials of our wretched 
fare — ^so wretched, that it was in many instances 
refused even by men fainting with weariness 
and famished with hunger. Hence the ravages 
of disease were spread in every direction 
umongst us ; and it was not untU death hovered 
over the heads of the sufferers that they were 
«^noved to the hospitals,— which removal indeed 
was scarcely a change for the better. 

Still hope did not quite forsake us, although 
it was sadly dashed by the taunts of the towns- 
people, who frequently visited in order to re- 
proach us. They seemed to regard us actually 
as monsters, and said that it was vain for us to 
expect ever to tread again upon French groimd, 
as a large reinforcement of our countrymen 
were in the act of marching to Madrid^ but 
would be resisted by the brave Spaniards under 
the, command of Castanos» Palafox, and others, 
who would quickly beat them back again. 

In spite of these vauntings, however,' the 
French troops a second time found the way to 
Madrid, penetrated into all the recesses of the 
Peninsula, and finally occupied the coasts. Of 
these events we were kept in ignorance : but we 
could observe, from the nature of the prepara- 
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tions constantly going on, and which we were 
compelled to take part in, receiving abundant 
stripes for our recompense, that the boasted 
superiority of our task-masters was merely ideal. 

Our situation was after a while altered» and 
we were sent to Cadiz, the Spaniards not ccm* 
ceiving San Lucar to be a place of sufficient 
security. Such among us as were at all'abl^ 
to endure the fatigues of the journey were dis- 
patched on foot, and the remainder on board 
Spanish vessels. In every town through which 
the former division passed, we saw military ex- 
ercises in use, and preparations made for the 
hostile reception of our countrymen. 

Having reached Cadiz, we found our treat- 
ment still more oppressive than at the place 
we had quitted, although we had an opportu- 
nity of watching more distinctly the course 
of events. We were again confined in prison- 
ships, and liberated galley-slaves were set 
over us as guards; and it should seem that 
they had been selected on the principle of in- 
famy and ruffianism, for never did I elsewhere 
encounter such depraved wretches. 

As soon as we had got on board these ves- 
sels, we were counted like so many cattle when 
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driven into their stables. Each place of rest 
was made to contain six men ; so that when 
once laid on our backs, we had no room to en- 
able us to change our position either to the 
right or left ; and» as may be easily conceived, 
the pestilential effluvia arising from so many 
bodies thus huddled together was offensive in 
the extreme, rendering the atmosphere of the 
ship quite putrid. Vermin were generated by 
thousands ; and such was the clima^t of wretched- 
ness and disgust which oppressed me, that with 
fervent sincerity I implored the intervention of 
the destroying angel. The least offence con* 
ceived at our behaviour on the part of our 
masters occasioned the exercise of unrelenting 
severity. No slave — ^no brute animal, could 
receive harder treatment at the hands of bis 
owner than did we, who partook of the same 
common nature with our oppressors, and were 
bom as free as they. A great many of my 
harassed companions sought refuge from misery 
by plunging into the sea ; others resorted to a 
different mode of self-destruction ; others again 
perished under the hands of the medical prac- 
titioners, who, fiend-like, are said to have, in 
several instances, drugged their patient^ with 
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poifloiioiis instead of healing draaghtSi thinking 
perhaps that our hapless eomrades presented 
proper subjects on whom to work experiments» 

The reader will easily imagine that the yari^ 
ous causes which I have m^itioned had re« 
duoed in a woful d^ree the number of those 
troops who had originally laid down arms ; and 
yet the minister of fate availed himself of ad- 
ditional instruments. Worn out as we were, 
whilst the principle of life remained, the desire 
of freedom was co-existent with it ; and goaded 
to desperation» we formed several conspiracies 
against our tyrants, which were uniformly dis- 
covered, and as uniformly punished witii death« 
These victims were brought to the fore-pdtH of 
the vessel, where, confronting the shadowy king, 
they met his rude embrace without a murmur. 

In one instance, however, fortune smiled 
upon a party of our fellow-suflTerers, who, to 
the number of tiiirteen men and some officers, 
escaped in a boat, eluding the vigilance of their 
guards. I know not if they were ultimately 
saved, having from that day to the present 
never received any intelligence of their fate. 

AnoflTerwas now made to such of us as yet 
stubbornly contested with our destiny to enter as 
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fecniits into the Spanish army ! The adraiitages 
of the service were insisted on with great ye- 
bemeiiGey in the hopes of thns inveigling from 
US our consent ; bat their advanoes were uni- 
versally rejected with contempt. Not one man 
«mongst us could be found willing to brand his 
name with inf^y by associating with the mur- 
derers of his comrades. 

Meanwhile the French forces entered Axt- 
dalnsia, and were reported to be advancing 
upon Cadiz. We were consequently removed 
firom the prison-ships into smaller vessels, in 
order to be conveyed to a more distant port, 
but whither we had not the least idea, since 
none of as were permitted to come upon deck, 
on peril of being instantly struck down ; the 
only exceptions to which rule were in favor of 
those who performed the menial offices indis- 
pensably necessary amongst us. 

After a voyage of eight days, during which 
the sailors were constantly offering up prayers 
for fair weather and favorable winds to the 
Holy Virgin, * who by the bye appeared quite 
regardless of thek supplications, a stiff gale 
carried us into the harbour to which we were 
bound ; a fact, the knowledge of which was com- 
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muniGated to us by the droppings of tke anebor 
and the fnrlizig of the sails ; and these matters 
having been arranged/we were suffered.to^nerge 
from below, twelve at a time, in order to enjoy 
a little fresh air. It can hardly be imagined of 
what service this indulgence proved to ns, ac* 
corded, as it was, for a very brief interval only; 
— since, that all might in turn be accommodated, 
each party was obliged to creep back to their 
den after the lapse of three quarters of an hour. 
The hatches, however, were thrown open, and 
other means taken to purify the ships from the 
putrid effluvia, which might otherwise have oc- 
casioned an epidemic; and from this circum- 
stance we derived considerable comfort until, 
upon evening closing in, we were again pent up 
and subjected to the same annoyance as before. 
Two days we continued on board these ves- 
sels ; at the expiration of which period we were 
put ashore, and pressed the soil of Majorca, one 
of the Balearian islands. We entered Palma, 
its metropolitan town, and here our specula- 
tions were excited as to what new adventures 
should be in store for us. We had done with 
fear : it was impossible pur condition could be 
rendered worse, and life retained. We were 
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thrown into an old barrack^ whose thick and 
gloomy walls reverberated no sigh ; and here« 
shut out from human observation, our bitter 
groans were uttered to the ear of Heaven 
alone. Our garments scarcely suflSced to cover 
nakedness, hanging about us in rotten shreds, 
and swarming with vermin, which we ineffec^ 
tually endeavoured to extirpate, and to the gene* 
ration of which the air and climate of Spain 
appear particularly prone. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Further stay at Palma— Passage to Cabrera — ^Sojourn of 
the captives there — Terrible fiunine, and its consequences — 
Domestic and political condition of the captives — Levies of the 
6p«niards and English amongst them* 



The endeavours of the Spaniards to induce 
us to enter their ranks were often repeated.; 
but, notwithstanding the desolate state to which 
they had reduced us, we were firm in our re- 
jection of their offers, and at length they ceased 
from troubling us on the subject; but, lest 
our morsel of food should be eaten for nothing, 
we were compelled to work for the govemment: 
sometimes we labored in the dock-yards, and 
sometimes in the construction of new batteries. 
These modes of employment were not destitute 
of advantage, since the exercise and the fresh air 
were calculated to benefit our languid frames, 
although they, at the same time, most inop- 
portunely sharpened our appetites. We were 
also thus enabled to make the acquaintance of 
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a great many German soldiers, who belonged 
to the Swiss regiments which were here in 
garrison ; and amongst these were several who 
compassionated our forlorn state, and my own 
in particular. Frequently were they compelled 
it) overlook us while at work ; and when the 
dinner-hour arrived, these humane men gave 
us a portion of their small allowance ; in Which 
act of kindness, also, I was distinguished by 
'them, to the no small jealousy of my compa- 
nions, whom, in truth, I could not therefore 
blame. Owing to this good treatment, my 
bealdi began to be )re*established, and the vital 
energy invigorated. But such a happy state of 
things did not continue; the Spanish junta 
having doomed for all French prisoners another 
place of abode. 

In a southern direction from Majorca lies the 
island of Cabrera,* so called because durisg 
the season at which it is favorably visited by 
the rays of the sun, and consequently productive 
of herbage, flocks of goats and sheep are sent 
there to feed by the inhabitants of the adjoining 



* Cabrera, it is perhaps scarcely necessary to say, is derived 
from the Latm word copra, a goat. 
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Spanish coasts. When, however^ either the 
heat becomes so intense as to dry up the pas** 
ture, or inclement winter» with his denizens of 
frost and snow, reigns over the fields, the deso* 
late little tract is wholly deserted both by man 
and beast. At the time of which I speak, it 
happened to be quite destitute of inhabitants^ 
the indolence of the Spaniards inclining them to 
prefer a more fertile spot. 

Such was the place selected as the ultimatum 
of our destination, in the view that we might 
there drag out the remainder of our days in 
destitution and exile» The first division dis- 
patched hither, amongst whom I was myself 
included, amoimted to some few thousands, the 
miserable remnant of General Dupont's fine 
army, the remainder of which were either dead, 
lying in Spanish hospitals, or dispersed in other 
ways. We were cast upon the shore, in like 
manner as one of their herds of goats might 
have been : a guard of Spaniards was set oyer 
us ; and each man received a supply of bread 
and vegetables designed to last him several 
days. 

At first, this change of circumstances wore to 
us an agreeable aspect: we mighty at least|, 
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wander in the open country wherever we chose; 
but the cold air soon reminded as, and in no 
gentle way, of our want of shelter. The ground 
was bare and desert, a few sprouts of grass 
only here and there peeping out from the clefts 
of the rocks which had protected them from the 
snow-storms. Low shrubs sprung up at distant 
intervals, from which occasionally a bird was 
seen to start timidly, as if terror-stricken at the 
unwonted approach of man. Vaulted by the 
broad sky alone, and clipped in by the sterile 
ocean, we seemed to be buried alive. .The 
garrison were lodged in a barrack surrounded 
by palisades ; and as escape appeared to be* im^ 
possible, they grew quite VJlVss of our move- 
ments: several English vessels were besides 
cruising near the island, every moment ready to 
be called in for our destruction in case of the 
least signs of revolt. 

' The first night we managed as well as possi- 
ble, and on the succeeding day assembled in 
parties, to debate on means for providing lodg- 
ment. The first step taken was to break up the 
underwood and to collect dry leaves. The 
thick ends of the shrubs were used to stave into 
the earth in the capacity of rough pillars ; bttt 
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as we were unprovided with tools, our progress 
was slow and painful, and blood perpetually 
exuded from our fingers and naUs. This suffer- 
ing, however, was held lightly, since it was our. 
selves, and not our hated task-masters, for whom 
we labored. Our intention was, to establish 
our new colony not far from the sea, near a 
spring, the only one to be found on the island, 
but of which the water was brackish in taste : 
so valuable, nevertheless, was it to us, that we 
proposed to visit with severe punishment any of 
our body who should taint it with impurity. 
To this law the greater portion vociferously 
consented, while a few heard it in sullen silence. 
We had no lack of drinking- vessels, and many 
a one amongst us still retained his military cap, 
applying it to the purpose of carrying water to 
the buildings. 

In a short time, all was activity. Some 
of tts were incessantly employed upon our 
structures ; others seeking stones upon the sea- 
shore which might be converted into rude in- 
struments. Our barracks were erected at pro^ 
per distances one from another; so that to 
each household was appropriated a piece of 
girouud, which subsequently, when our arrange- 
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ments were in a more adyanced state, proved 
of the greatest utility. 

But there were a few amongst us who took no 
care for the future, running about wildly, with- 
out purpose, like so many savages, and filling 
their stomachs with any substance, however 
indigestible, they could procure. These mis- 
taken men were all, within a short period, 
smitten by the arrow of death. 

Summer passed away, and autumn found our 
works advanced ; and we really experienced a 
sensation of happiness when, on the close of 
evening, we retired to rest and sleep upon our 
leafy couches. Suddenly, however, this interval 
(^ peace was broken in upon by a new and fear- 
ful accident. We had hitherto received our 
ptovisions for four days at a time ; but it was 
not uncommon, among thriftless individuabf^ to 
see the whole consumed in as many hours, and 
the remaining period was given over either to 
the pangs of hunger or to a chance supply« A 
storm, which lasted an entire week, prevented 
vessels both from leaving the opposite coast and 
r^Mcbing Cabrera, and consequently there en- 
sued a suspension of our supplies. Daily was 
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the shore thronged with people on the look-ont 
for the arrival of some boat which might rescue 
us from this dreadful situation ; and the weak 
eyes of the half-starved wretches mistook every 
giant-wave for the hoped-for treasure. Each 
little white cloud on the horizon bore the sem- 
blance of a sail, until delayed hope made sick 
the hearts of our unfortunate band. We ran 
to and fro — to the barracks— to the rocks — to 
the shore — in search of something wherewith to 
satisfy our craving hunger, but nothing v as to 
be found. We resorted at length even to the 
grass and dust of the earth, wherewith to an- 
swer the wants of nature ; but such things pre- 
senting no nutriment, they still pressed upon us. 
A great many died, and we buried them imme- 
diately in the sea, in the horrible dread that, 
were their bodies to remain before us, the savage 
longings of the cannibal would arise in our 
hearts. 

A cuirassier was, in fact, killed, for the ac- 
tual purpose of consuming his carcass, by a Pole, 
who was in the act of extracting the entrails, 
when he was discovered by the Spaniards, in* 
formed against, and shot. After sentence had 
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been pronounced upon him, he confessed that 
he had previously done the same by two other 
of his comrades. 

At last, the angry heavens cleared up, and 
the help which had been so ardently implored 
came to us. We were all eager to reach the 
harbour; the provisions were divided without 
loss of time, and almost as instantly devoured. 
Our voracity was so keen that the food was 
swallowed almost without mastication, and hence- 
the indigestible mass produced in several in- 
stances immediate mortality : but, so far from 
feeling any concern hereat, our masters ap- 
peared to rejoice at every occurrence of this 
kind, which left them less to provide for. 

A magazine was now constructed for con- 
taining a week's provisions, lest a repetition of 
the former disaster should embarrass the gar- 
riscm itself. — Thus the winter went over our 
heads, and with.it much of the gloom and dis- 
tress which preyed on us, although their re-^ 
membrance can never be obliterated from our 
minds. Indeed, if the season had not been 
mild comparatively with those experienced in> 
other parts of Europe, I think every individual 
of us must have perished : as it was, the de- 

D 
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gree of firost which did occur wag sufficiently 
bitter and irritatmg to poor wretches with 
scarcely a rag to cover them from its sling. 

In the course of the preceding autmnn we 
had gathered together an abondanco of dried 
hay, and had found sometimes, on the shore, a 
little wood, but not in quantities large ^ftough 
to keep up comfortable fires. The horse-beans 
distributed to us were roasted in the glowing 
ashes, since we possessed no yessels wherein to 
bdl them : in watching this process, our bodies 
likewiae became scorched and smoked, and 
were hardly distinguidiable, in places, firom 
tibose of black men : but the spring miperted to 
all new life and actiTtty ; and our colony re- 
ceived an accession of strength from the arri- 
val of fresh prisoners, who were brought ovot 
in English vessels. Some of these men had not, 
like us, lost every thing, but still letained sup- 
plies both of clothes and money. Many vacaa* 
eies had been occasioned in our different house- 
holds by the inroads of death, and these were 
mied up by the uew-comers, each €i whom was 
obliged, <m joining us, to ccmtribute^ either in 
gaimeats, cash, or some other thing of value, 
to the g^Aeral stock, whioh articles were ap- 
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propriated to tke pooter membem of 
party. 

When the Spaniards pereriyed that there 
was^ a little money amongst ns, many memben 
of the garrison eonuneneed a small trade in 
bread, cheese, tohacco, and other matters» to 
us, of luxary. This gaye ammation to the 
cidony; and seyeral amongst us began to bartw 
for yarioiis kinds of seed, saying likewise some 
of our horse-beans, smd proceeding to cnltiyate 
our enclosures: hence quarrels arose as to the 
diyision and subdiyision of this ground, and 
arbiters were chosen to compose these differ- 
ences« Thus were the germs laid of future 
police and courts of justice. 

Our endeayours to make the most of onr 
land w^re happily jurowned with success« Out 
beans came up in the most kindly way ; and 
after tins proi^rous experiment, we proceeded 
to plant tobacco, and comforts accumulated 
around us. 

A newly-iurriyed mmnber of my barrack did a 
good deal for the enlarg^nent of our conye« 
nienee: he was a German from Brunswick^ 
H «'S had been in the military service of 
WestfAalia ; had made a good deal of booty i» 
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Spain, and had been fortunate enough to keep 
a considerable portion of it. He had been sta- 
tioned near Barcelona, and spoke largely of the 
bravery of the French troops, and of their suc- 
cess. A gold piece of eight «dollars which this 
man paid us as entrance-money was put to the 
best purpose, since it not only procured for us 
several articles of comfort, such as blankets, &c. 
but likewise fresh supplies of seed; and with 
the overplus which remained we bought bread, 
whereon we banqueted in honor of the founder 
of the feast. 

Since the terrible event of the provision- 
boat's non-arrival, we had taken care to guard 
against a recurrence of such danger. We no 
longer, as formerly, ate our meals in solitude, 
but clubbed our supplies together, and dined; 
each household, in concert: hence all waste 
was prevented, and the common stock held out 
until the appointed day of replenishment. Sub- 
sequently the little enclosure to which my party 
played husbandmen, furnished us with more 
produce than we could have possibly antici- 
pated, and enabled us either to afford assistance 
to our neighbours, or to barter otir superabun*» 
dance in exchange for other commodities. 
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Each individual applied himself to the ma- 
nufacture of some necessary article or imple- 
ment of trade. This attracted the notice of the 
inhabitants pf Palma, who came over, and fre- 
quently made little purchases, thereby encoura- 
ging our industry, and rendering our prison- 
colony daily more wealthy and animated. 

Every where around were spread the seeds 
pf cheerfulness and activity, and it now became 
possible to distinguish the rich from the poor. 
Very few suffered privation of any sort ; and 
even in those instances, it arose from their own 
want of energy and application. The Spaniard» 
themselves took pleasure in «the observation of 
our increasing prosperity. 

The temptations formerly held out to us to 
enlist in foreign service were now renewed both 
by the Spaniards and English almost every 
week. They remarked that in no other way 
were we likely to get free from this irksome 
captivity, because the war was carried on with 
the greatest obstinacy on either side. A great 
many were thus won over, including the larger 
part of our household: but I and my friend 
H s continued inflexible, although his ser- 
vice of Napoleon had been quite compulsory. 
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Our barrack became by degrees so deserted, 
that at length we found ourselves alone in it, 
still pursuing, boweyer, our usual ayocations, 
and feeling tolerably easy. The plan we de- 
cided <m was to admit no nei^ companions» but 
to keep ourselves as quiet and undisturbed as 
possible. Our canrersation often tumbd upon 
the subject of our respective homes; and parti- 
cidarly when, on a fine evening, we sat upon the 
turf-seal in front of oar barrack, and watched 
the br<md sun decline below the horizon. This 
isaperiod especially harmonisiiig with pensive 
thought; and our minds W(hild «t such times 
wander to far-^stant scenes, and comittutte in 
imagination with those who, we doubted net. 
Were cherishing for us the samö s^itiments of 
affectioiir-4he ««me yearnings of soul. 

Two years did we go <» thus ; during which 
period we saw a gdod number both come fuid 
^, and inany were removed by death. Few 
fived so regularly, so sociably, and consequently 
490 happily, as oursdves. Some who were too 
idle to est^ltsh and keep up a regular house^ 
hoM, were to be Bsen- running about without 
h<»ne or occupation, and almost nakod, in differ- 
ent parts of the island— suffermg, alternately. 
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the extremes of heat and ooU, and beoommg 
finally occupiers of a prematare grave. 

I have already mentioned diat, lo eosnre the 
preservation i^ order, and prevent du^ooesty, 
ve had constitated oertain umpires over u& 
Thes» yrere sdected from amongst the oldest 
and most jirudent of our comrades ; and subee- 
qnentiy their authority was »ore firmly esta«- 
blished^.andrecognised by every individual upon 
the island: it was only the most hardened cri« 
mioals. that we delivered over to the tender 
merdes of the. Spanish garrison. Other ar* 
luogements of jaimilar ulSlity were gradually in* 
troduced ; as, for instance, constahtes or watch* 
men, to overlook every thing, and maintain de* 
oorum both by day and night. Every oifner 
of property was compelled to take guard in 
turn, and was held answerable for all the mis- 
chief perpetrated during . his watch. We ^dso 
established a regular market for negotiating 
the Bsle or exchange of vegetables or other 
matters : wine-idiops were likewise opened. 

The Spaniards, sedmg us thus caring for the 
good of our bodies, thought it became them to 
take heed of our souls ; and a priest was de* 
puted to exercise the offices of religion in our 



80 THE rifleman's COMRABS. 

colony. This man possessed» however, nothing 
clerical but his garb : he strove to insult, to 
disgrace» and to crush us. His opinions were 
exceedingly liberal, inducing \)\m to confine 
the favors of Heaven to his own countrymen 
only, and to denounce us to everlasting perdi- 
tion because we happened to belong to other 
nations. In fact, the poor wretch appeared 
to be so bigoted and ignorant, that he fairly 
moved our compassion. I will just mention, as 
an instance of his method of consoling his flock, 
that upon being once asked when we were likely 
to be delivered from this captivity, he replied, 
stamping his stick into the ground, '" When 
this stick shall bring forth leaves, and not be* 
fore." On another occasion he was more pious, 
and equally benevolent. We implored his in- 
fluence to procure us some raiment, of which 
we were in sad want. His answer was: ** Con- 
sider the lilies of the field, — ^they neither sow 
nor reap, yet our Heavenly Father provideth for 
them ;" and so saying, he turned <m his heel, and 
walked ofi^. Nevertheless, we derived some 
comfort froin his mass-reading on the Sundays, 
which the whole of the prisoners duly attended. 
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CHAP. V. 

I grow weary of our life in Cabrera, and therefore capitulate 
with the English — I take leaye of onr prison-island, and embark 
for Spain — Airival at Tarragona — ^View of Corsica and Sicily. 



ThREB years had passed, and yet no pro^ 
spect of the recovery of our liberty. My old 
comrades, who had originally borne me com- 
pany to Cabrera, were all dispersed. Many 
had died broken-hearted : others, tired of this 
monotonous life, had taken service in the ranks 
of the Spaniards or English. At length, my 
friend and I grew weary likewise of our pro- 
tracted durance, and resolved to take the first 
opportunity of getting employment: we sick- 
ened, however, at the idea of taking part with 
the Spaniards, and therefore lay out for pro- 
curing an engagement in some English regi- 
ment, nor was it long before means presented 
themselves. We received four guineas earnest^ 
money, with the stipulation that we should 
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either serve seven years» or be discharged six 
months after the conclusion of peace. 

We sold our barrack and the adjoining fields 
to the highest bidder, asd spent the piastres 
which were paid for them in making merry on 
th^ occttsi<m cf our departure» and dritiking 
Tarewell to those we left behind. Even this 
desolate place had spots endeared to us by 
habit» and which recalled the memory of peace- 
ful» if not happy hours ; and we bade adieu to 
ifiBBpy a Httle nook herein we had laifi and 
«oothed ourselves with the thovghls of hone. 
-Sorrow and suffering had been busy widi us 
during our abode in Cabrera: yet we set ahmt 
leaviBg'it with heavy hearts aiEd jsad faces« 

A botft came to conduct us to the Engfisfa 
ftigaite ; but before we entered it» a new suit of 
td^hes was given to each of iks» consisting of a 
4durt» a pair of shoes» a w<K>lleB jacket» and a 
nyitary cap. We sprang into tbe sea» deaiied 
4»ur persons with saad, boundeHl ligUly out 
i^gi^» aiid dressed ourselves. Never did I 
exp^rie&oe sensations so perfectly deiigfatfiil as 
Affse vthidk followed this ittplemshmrait of :äie 
'omtBt man. A voiuptuous irritation» if I may 
In> express myself» spiea4 over my ; wfaolfi f weti» 



th:b smJSM All's comb ads. 88 

mni JdA not gukide for sefveral .days ^-^eacii 
röoniit received« besides».diree Spanish poistres 
in «dvanee t)f pay. 

> We leaped into the host, ^Te once more fo 
OUT oomrades said to Cabrera an etemalÜKre- 
weQ» and glided genlly over the traoqvii wairei 
towards the frigate, whick we reached ki ä 
qtuurter of an boar:: directly we were put <ob 
boflrd, she ^ot under way. 

How different was my sitaaiiou to Üiat wben 
last I travelled asmr the briiiy elemioiit! We 
wore sow permitted to stay upon deck, and to 
fod 1i»e enjoymeutaf a sea voyage in fmir- 
aUe weafther. The keel of oar vessel tad its 
way Bwtftly tfaroagii the waves ; and in thirty- 
six hours, during which we were once or twiee 
in paawttit of 'Other dhips, we arrived at Tarra-* 
gooa« 

. Daring this short passaige, ail of as weane 
quite well and comlortabie : we had haanaooks 
to jieep m, and our food was wholesome 
and noaaif hiag, ahhough mot exacdy plentiful 
eaaogh to satiafy oar veracity, excited by pne- 
vions privation and the bracing sea air : but it 
amst he ;remarked9 to the honor of the English 
service, that those engaged m it are very weU 
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provided for. The ship was of fifty gUns, and 
had one hundred and fifty hands on board : 
order and cleanliness reigned in eyery part: 
every thing was executed with the utmost pre- 
cision : it was really delightful to behold so 
much' regularity. The sailors appeared to revel 
in the plenitude of health and strength, and 
were all tieatly dressed and perfectly clean"-- 
presenting a striking contrast to the squalid 
filth of the Spanish sailors, who werp ever and 
anon praying or counting their beads.^ 

Having landed at Tarragona, we were con- 
ducted to the English depot, where we became 
attached to a battalion of the German Legion, 
then in Sicily. We remained in Tarragona 
about four weeks, and lived in very pleasant 
style all the time, our allowance being sixpence 
a day, with a pound of bread and a pint of 
wine, the best Alicant being to be purchased 
Tor about twopence* a bottle. 

At th(B conclusion of the above-mentioned 
period, arrived a fleet of transport- vessels from 
Sicily, having on board provisions and other 

' ' • ■ 

• •* Seven kreuzer," a German coin, thiity-six of which 
make an English shilling. 
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necessaries for the British forces in Spain. The 
convoy speedily tetnmed with wounded and 
sick soldiers, and on board oile of the vessels 
we were placed. We did not feel here so much 
at our 6ase as in the frigate : in the latter we 
were considered somewhat as passengers; but 
now the strictest discipline was observed, and 
the most trivial fault severely punished. The 
mariners were, for the greater part, merry and 
kind-hearted, but rough people, full of frolic 
whilst the wind was favorable and they had no 
occasion to work. 

As soon as we became a little acquainted with 
our new service, we were obliged to watch, in 
company with the sailors, for the preservation 
of order. The use of water, in so short a voyage, 
not being restricted, every one was at liberty 
to drink as much as he chose: but to waste 
it, by washing therewith, or other wanton ex- 
penditure, was decidedly forbidden : it was there- 
fore necessary to guard the casks which con- 
tained this precious fluid. 

For several days we scudded before a Favorable 
breeze, piercing the brine as an arrow cleaves 
the air : but subsequently the sky became ob- 
scured, thunder-clouds hung overhead, and a 



storm was widendy appvoachiig: the bbk« 
bisds sineamed ^dlx>iit tlie nmsts, and slioals«tf 
dolpiiins floated pa£^ our baxk, frnddng and 
isapiiig with ufiBsmal glee. We redoubled our 
oautim, binding ihe sails togetiier, dosing the 
port-^heles» aarmnging the pumps, «vi kywering 
At tops&öls. The ooeaa grew more and more 
agitated9'-«-4he heavens more and more Ihreal* 
enmgy — ^the gale tempestuous« Ourcaptaawas 
fall of activity. He was here — there — e^ery- 
where ; asad devoted no small attention to the 
veering of the compass. Our laboring i^p was 
now hurled to the summit of the giant IhHows, 
and again suiA: into Ihe ** trough of the sea ;" 
BOW dirowii OB one of her sides, now on the 
oilMsr >*-«ometimes a wave broke right over the 
dei^, and drenched all upon it. — I myself was 
9tFoek down by such « one whilst sittmg astern, 
dose by die rudder: it washed me with it lo 
the other side of the vessel, where I lay de* 
pnved of all sensation, and hsdf drowned, until 
another blow brought me agsan to ray senses, 
tlierdhy enaUisg me, wlnlst roffing across the 
deck, to seiee hdd of one of the guns. 
- The bad weatiier continued to rage, with 
more or less violeBoe, for some days, and «evr 



«itaation grew extremely critical, because we 
were not far from shore, and were therefore in 
great apprehension from the breakers. The 
mariner, whilst ha has plenty of sea-room, feels 
little .anxiety, daring a storm, presnmiiig his ship 
jte be sea-worthy and his tackle good^ and hence 
4t is Aat few tesseis are lest in de^ watest 
SrentuaHy, Hie atmosphere cleared np, bnt ihib 
swell continued tremendous, whici, as is well 
known, sometimes produces still greater hazard 
than the preceding storm, the water being left 
|U»äs own angry mood without counteraotioti of 
aay other «leniemL 

In a short tame we came in sight of the sleep 
shorea «f Corsica. We sailed through the chan- 
nel Bonifacio, and in a few days afterwards 
were steering betwe^i Sicily and the Italian 
fieninsula. We were enchanted with the view 
i0f the Sidlian fields; concerning the beatity of 
wiiieh the smlors, fmiongst whom were jsome 
GeraaaaSp discoursed Ifogely, exciting a fceea 
dosiie in us to witness the cooatry tb^ fo 
j^ghly praised. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Observations concemtng Spain — ^Madrid and its inhabitants- 
Scenes in the streets of that metropolis— Water-carrterB->Swi88 
in the Spanish serrice — Attendance in the hotels — ^Male-dri- 
vers and coachmen — ^living of the Frenchmen there— Bnildingii 
— Scenes of horror — Bull-fights — Bridge of Toledo— City of 
Toledo. 



I NEVERy after this period of my life» revisited 
Spain» and will therefore» ere I quit the snbject 
finally» make the reader acquainted with the 
peculiarities of those of its towns in which I 
made some stay. 

Madrid and Toledo were the two places 
which came chiefly under my observation. In 
the first» my lodging was near the Puerta del 
Sol» — a spot, the vicinity of which is noted for 
bringing together persons of the most opposite 
grades of society : fashionables and plebeian»— 
good and bad — ^busy and idle — women of virtue 
and women of pleasure — ^bigots and bawd» — 
are to be seen parading here at different hours 
of the day. On one hand you are addressed by 
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a bustling prig of a barber» who offers his ser- 
vices for a few quartos, and while you are 
undergoing them, proposes to you a fiUe*de» 
joie. On the other> you are accosted by a 
broker, who wishes to know if you will sell 
your great coat» promising to pay handsomely, 
and holding the money in his hand. Anon, 
you become aware of some one dodging your 
steps ; and turning round, perceive an old 
woman, who, with a look of mystery, whispers 
to you the virtues of some dozen of her nymphs, 
declaring them to be fairer and purer than 
'^ Our Lady of Atocha." Priests implore alms 
for the poor in the name of the Deity, cast- 
ing at the same time lustful glances towards 
every pretty woman that passes. Honorable 
ladies make this their place of exhibition, 
where new dresses are displayed, and every 
charm of figure studiously set forth; whilst 
the wretched beggar, who follows them perhaps 
for a quarter of an hour, departs unrelieved. 
Every moment offers a change of scene — the 
objects as various as the presentations of the 
kaleidoscope. 

Our soldiers were, in several cases, great 
favorites with the fair sex, particularly when their 
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appearance was at all imposing. I have known 
in some of these bo9me$ fortunes, instauoea y^aiore 
eren marchionesses and other women of quality 
hare received our heroes in preference to their 
lawful lords. 

Bustle and noise reign triumpfaant through 
the whole day in every street. Lemons, 
mnangesy cherries, ham, sausages, meat, bread, 
wine, brandy, water — in a word, all the neces* 
saries and luxuries of life, are cried about« In 
every comer dboeoiate is prepared in the mom* 
ing, cofee being but little used: the jpoorer 
classes are apt to take brandy, of which ihef 
e» procure the vahieev«» of asisgle gmarto. 
Tbteavbmd the women widi cheatmfts,' being «a 
black in their persons as so many dnmnay« 
sweepers, and annoying every passernby with 
die offer of their £rait : I would advise no one^ 
however, to treat these damsels with disdaän, 
because they invariably adopt each otli^s qitar* 
reis, and would fall upon a man in rather a 
fonnidable body« 

The water-carriers form aho a consid^able 
portion of the poorer population, being for the 
most part fbrei^iers, and generally nobasC in 
pecscm. Th^ are habited in lealiier» and CO v«red 
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with a large glouclied hat: each oae of these 
men has a bucket calculated to hoU frosi forty 
to fifty quarts, in which they carry wat&r ower 
the town» being paid in jHK»portkHi to the dis« 
tance they go and the height to wfaicdi Aey 
bear it in the house. At all the fouhtaii» of 
the toiWn they may hb seen assembled in troops, 
scarce anybody besides resorting thither: hence, 
we' freque&tly found ourselves implicated in 
very serious quarrels, when our necessities 
compelled us to invade what they had ao* 
quked the habit of considering as their xig^t. 
We had pl^atiftil ^Irfeitsnee paid to us on our 
£Kmval, in almost every other respect; bat these 
leathern gentlemen would not budge an inch : 
th^ evidently regarded us as so many usurpers ; 
and the office of feitching water, at length, grew 
dangerous to such a degree, that we feh it 
advisable to proceed to the fountains in oompa- 
panies, under the escort of an armed patrol. 

These water-cfttriers were extranely active 
on the' revolution of the 2d of Hay. They 
^xdhanged, on that occarion, the water-pail for 
the mudcet ; but soon found that the manage- 
ment of the one was by no means so pat to 
them as that of the other. 



M THB RIFLEMAN S OOMRAdfi. 

Almost the whole day long the bells of the 
churches are ringing, and processions of every 
description parading through the city : thus the 
spectator is constantly reminded of the supre* 
macy of the priesthood and the superstition of 
the people.'* 

The town of Madrid is pretty well built. 
There are many fine churches and palaces 
ornamenting the principal thoroughfares, but 
the suburbs and smaller streets present few 
agreeable objects; dirt and dust flying in all 
directions, and the appearance of the houses 
being indicative of great want of comfort. The 
environs of the city exhibit no pleasant pro- 
spects ; and if Madrid did not possess the Royal 
Gardensand the Prado, there would not remain 
a single place wherein you might find recreation 
after the heat of the sun. 

In a short time after the arrival of our troops, 
small clusters of booths or stalls were esta- 
blished in front of the several barracks, at which 
we could purchase dressed or undressed viandts 
of every description, as, for instance, vermi- 
celli, love-apples, rice, tobacco, &c. Every one, 
in fact, was here able to satisfy his appetite in 
proportion to his means ; the rapacious female 
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trader grasping at the olchavo, in default of 
obtaining the real; and shouting out^ with lau- 
dable candour, to attract the customer to her 
particidar standing, '' Come here ! come here! 
-^Mine is the best ! mine is the best!'' Many 
and desperate, indeed, were the squabbles 
among these amiable ladies,, in consequence of 
their tenacious rivalry. 

At Madrid we met with sundry German re- 
giments which were engaged in the Spanish 
service, and called Switzers. They had been, 
for the most part, captives taken from the 
Prussian and Austrian armies, and levied by 
the Spanish recruiting officers in France at 
the prisoner-depots. These men were almost 
wearied to death of their stay here, because 
they were paid very badly, and treated still 
worse, and had, besides, no hope of returning 
to their native country. I met with many 
brave and worthy meii- amongst them, who 
excited my hearty compassion; 'but my own 
situation did not admit of my giving assistance 
to them. We were, however, in the habit of 
paying reciprocal visits to each other's quarters« 

Independently of the inferior payment re- 
oeived by the Spanish soldier, he was dosed 
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with bad bread, and placed in sleeping-rocMM 
filled with venmiL Straw was the materkit 
that foRiied his bed, and the blanket whidv 
coT«red it was of a piece with the other aceon^ 
Qfeodations. Bug^ and fleas inraded his rest bj 
reg^ar squadrons, nor was an auxiliary troof^ 
of lice by any means unusuaL Such was the 
state of the Spanish royal body-guard«-*<^fit pre« 
servers of an outworn and loathsome despotism. 

. It wiU readily be conceived that these poor 
ülkfws, situated thus, would find it necessary to 
increase thdr income by every means in their 
power* Accordingly, they applied their leisure 
time to various other occupations ; some made 
buttons of bone, some lanterns of paper, others 
masiufaetured snuff from ashes and tobacco 
pomided together in mortars. Again, there 
were not a few who resorted for the enlarge* 
ment of their means to tricks more ingi^ous 
than respectable; and these, upon braig detected, 
w«re visited with severe punishment, and ex- 
posed to pubuc infamy» 

Their dress might have been considered bet- 
ter tfami their food and treatment^^-indeed might; 
have been denominated handsome, had they not 
been bbHged touse each suit until it huog about 
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them in tattors, scarcely covering their na- 
kedness. The members of a cavalry regi* 
meiit which I saw here were habited in long 
yeUow coats, with red facings ; hnge, uncoiaäi, 
tiiangnlar hats, to which were affixed queues 
reaching to the saddle; short blue trowsers; 
long white stockings, and shoes with buckles ; 
a very long mnsket, and still longer sabre at their 
sides: snch were the accontrements of these 
chevaliers ef the spit, as they were deridingly 
c^Ued by ns, in allusicm to their chimsy swords. 
He Spanish troops in Madrid were, iadeed, al* 
together in a most pitiful state ; so that when 
the whole garrison, Spanish and French, were 
cm one occasion reviewed by Murat, he spoke 
the following words to the general (^cers 
around him : — " Here, gentlemen, you may see, 
at a single glance, the difference between sol-* 
iifm and no soldiers." 

The Spaniards are greatly behind other Eu- 
lapeaok nations with respect to the comfort of 
their inns, and the accommodation of the attend-» 
anoe. The plates and disdies which are placed 
on the table are g^ieraUy both dkty and half- 
broken, and it is not of the least use to remon- 
strate, nnee no better are ever to be found« 



06 THE rifleman's COMRADE. 

Coachmen and drivers of mules are in the habit 
of dining on the high road ; their fare consist- 
ing of cold provisions, which they carry along 
with them, and which commonly include ham, 
onions, and garlic ; the latter almost always form- 
ing an ingredient in a Spanish meal. At the 
inns on the road they take nothing but wine, 
and this in moderate quantities and generally 
diluted. They are by no means nice in re- 
spect of lodgings ; often sleeping upon the la- 
ding of their mules, and crouching down, when 
the mildness of the season will permit, by the 
side of the animals themselves, covered by a 
blanket alone. 

Our own situation would have been in no 
small degree irksome, had we not duly received 
our payment, and kept each of us a little spare 
cash. The military post, likewise, frequently 
brought to different individuals supplies from 
home; until, amiong other evils incident to a 
state of warfare, its operations were suspended. 
A ration of a pound and a half of bread and 
half a pound of meat was daily served out 
to each man ; but the former was so mingled 
with potash that it was scarcely eatable; 
and as for the latter, it was, in my belief. 
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jP3iich oftener the flesh of a jack-ass than of an 
ox. 

It usually happens that the commissariat de^ 
partment of au army is infected with the desire 
of growing wealthy, and to this the comfort of 
the uofortujaate soldiers is too often sacrificed* 
Such was the case in the present instance. Our 
generals and other commissioned officers were 
treated well enough; but the privates were 
wholly neglected ; nor was it of the least utUity 
to complain^ since no notice whatever wa3 taken 
of any representation of the facts. 

The most remarkable building in Madrid is 
^inquesti<mably the royal palace; but it is si- 
tuated badly upon an elevation near the walls 
of the city, no kiiid of care having been taken 
to ornament or render agreeable the surrounding 
ground: op the contrary, its vicinity exhibits 
almost a perfect desert. The view is, it is true, 
very fine, towards the park, which is situated 
about half an hour's walk on the other side of 
the Maiiyanares^ I believe one of the grandest 
places of public worship is the church dedicated 
to our lady of Atocfaa, in which we assisted 
at 9iass every Sunday« fully equipped: ^thi$ 
eburpb is oot ouly adorned externally with stone- 

E 
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Vorl, but inside are some fine paintings, ta- 
gether with other rarities; besides which, a 
number of miracles are repotted to have been 
enacted therein. The Royal Hospital, also deno- 
minated Hospital for Males, and which was used 
by the French garrison, is an edifice both ex- 
tensile and beautiful, and calculated to hold 
many thousands of patients. I have several 
times had occasion to look into it, and found it 
to consist of sundry masses of building very 
commodiously arranged. It is to be lamented 
that this noble asylum for disease and suffering 
should have been so terribly profaned as it was 
on the second of May : but subsequently, after 
the French had quitted Madrid for the first 
time, the Spaniards made even a more melan- 
choly devastation there than our troops had 
done before : all the French invalids who were 
necessarily left behind were put to death in the 
most merciless way, the Spanish military being 
either too weak or too malicious to interpose for 
the prevention of such horrors. A person of vera- 
citv belonging to our army, who went into the 
hospital to get cured of his wounds, told me, 
the fury of the populace was so violent that they 
actually bored holes through the cheek-bones of 
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these helpless iudiyiduals, passed string through 
ihe holes, and fastened them thereby to the 
backs of mules ; in this way trailing the wretch- 
ed sufferers through the tpwn in a sort of tri- 
umphal procession, accompanied by shouts 
and exclamations of savage ferocity from the 
assembled multitude. It is observable that, in 
the course of this war, acts of violence were 
perpetrated of a character to remind the spec- 
tator of the scenes said to have occurred at the 
conquest of South America. 

The sanguinary disposition of the Spaniards 
is indeed sufficiently evidenced in their bull- 
fights, where rich and poor — ^fashionable and 
vulgar — sentimental gentlemen and ladies — 
priests and laymen — all hurry to the arena to 
behold a spectacle of the most bloody and ty- 
rannous nature. All is, on these occasions, 
activity and interest, noise and clamor; each 
man discussing with his neighbour the respective 
merits of the bull and the mattadores^ or what- 
ever other designation the human brutes might 
receive : and the more furious the bull becomes, 
— the longer the poor animal is subjected to the 
torture before the finishing blow is given, — the 
more .delighted b the multitude. Ladies and 



l^entkaiien pod to the differ^ut fighters in token 
of theii approbation» seeming only to fear 4oftt 
tboir refined amusement should be at an end too 
soon. After the scene hajs come to its cIosq, 
every one rushes into the arena» eager to guze 
upon the convulsed limbs and features of the 
pliant beast which has been tormented even 
URto death ; but without exhibiting in their own 
countenances the least spark of feeling. The 
animal is shortly after removed» and then a 
fresh fight commences. 

Durii^ my stay in Madrid» these exhibitions 
took pla60 usually once a fortnight ; and the 
common talk» during the intervals, was of the 
last buU-figbt aud the next — of the bravery of 
the quadrupeds, and the boldness or cowardice 
of the several mattadores. 

The Toledo bridge, which I have frequently 
bad occasion to cross over» is another beautiful 
specimen — ^indeed quite a chef-d'oeuvre» of ar- 
chitecture, and is elevated upon handsome oo- 
Imnns ; but it cannot fail to strike every one» at 
a single glance, that this profusion of taste and 
es^pense is almost ludicrously mis^pUed» since 
the little river ov^ which it is thrown was^ du- 
ring th^ period of my sojoufiii scarcely ^mm- 
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parable with a mountain rivulet: in autumn, 
however» or spring» the Manzanares becomes, 
by virtue of rain and melting snows, so large, as 
to bear the appearance of a foitaiidable and im- 
fordable stream« Statues of many of the kings 
of Spain are introduced by way of embellish- 
luent to this structure, 

I will conclude the present chapter wiA a &w 
words touching the city of Ibledo. ft is at 
once the most observable and most unfortunate 
circumstance connected with this place, that it 
ik impossible to procure thereat a gMi supply 
of fresh water, which mui»t be brotight froin a 
distance of several miles in carts m tlpofli asses» 
and Wds very often, in tny tim^ there^ sedtoer 
and dearer than wine. Th0 tdWn ll»«lf id b^ 
no means attractive m af^p^ri^ieo, looking qtiile 
black and sooty, except the cAth^fal chttvob^ 
Which, according to em old trndition, mm ori^ 
oally built in honor of a Moorish princess, who 
had treated with great humanity certain Chris» 
Äan captives; — ^conduct which, whöö it came 
iö the ears of her fhther, procut<6d hör & bitter 
reward for her sweet virtues— *i^r6ach and 
death«- Peace to her memory ! 
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CHAP. VII. 

« 

ViBW of Sicily from the sea — Anival in the bay of Palermo 
--Quarantine — Reception at Palermo — Good treatment by the* 
officers of our regiment — The origin of our corps — A love affair, 
and its conseqaen€e8--^icily and its üihabitants-^MaleToleni 
tlick of a Sicilian sanS'Cnlotte, and bis punishment. 



^ I WILL now take a pleasant spring back agaiB 
to the Italian sea, and resume the narrative of 
my adventures. * Sicily lay before us; and a 
favorable wind drove us quickly into, the bay 
of Palermo, our place of destination. The 
nearer we approached to this town/ the steeper 
became the coast, which at length seemed to 
rise almost to the clouds, and terminated in the 
Montei Pellegrino, on which was placed a tele- 
graph, together with a chapel. In this latter 
edifice was contained the holy picture of some 
saint, whose name I do not remember, but 
who was very much given to work miracles 
by virtue of his canvas representative. In the 
front of us^ as we advanced, was spread the 
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beautiful town above mentioned ; to our right, 
tke Monte Pellegrino ; to our left, the open 
coast of the island. It was exceedingly in- 
teresting to look towards the port, which was 
dlosely strewed with shipping» presenting a 
regular forest of masts. We continued to glide 
smoothly over the soft-stirring ocean, and in 
the course of an hour anchored in the Mola» 
where the performance of quarantine com« 
m^Qces, with which view the constituted oflS- 
cers came immediately to inspect our vesseL 
Being convinced that the ship's company were 
all in perfect health, they suffered us the next 
day to be towed out of quarantine, and we 
accordingly proceeded as close as possible to 
the shore. Shortly afterwards came on board 
the surgeon and officers of our regiment, all of 
them Germans, who at once treated us with a 
kindness and courtesy which could not fail to 
reflect honor upon their native country. Our 
past sufferings received their hearty con»ni-> 
si^ation. *' Well, my boys," cried the major, 
whose name was Soest, '^ make haste out of 
the boat ; I will soon make proper men of you ; 
if, in four weeks from this, you are not able 
and ready to spring about like the deer, my 
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näüae in «o lofig^f l^oest;" We were afl eti*» 
cbanted by t^ good-natüi^d rece{)tiofi, ahd 
began to gftfw quite jfrolicseme. We came* 
asiiür^y aftd noW ^ for the first time srfter a long 
attid dreary interval, fbund ourselves (ftte iEtgaifi 
iti milit&ry Hne, performing ottr tariöns evoTu^ 
tionil at the (to us uninteUigible) EngKsK tford# 
of tiommandy wUeh irere constantly made use 
of in the German Legion. 

lErery fH9dy around rt^gairded us iritb asto« 
jAUmtesii, sinee, in point of compl^^ion, we 
resenibled AMeans rather than Frenehmen or 
Germans ; and the question—" What counfay* 
itten are tliey?** was vociferated in every di* 
tecHofti. Some took us for Pola^ks, some fbf 
Äussiansr, some for Spaniards, and not a few 
€f^n did uür the honor of believing us to be 
Turki« : thus, accompanied ly a fetrge crowd of 
{People, we reached our quartets at San Fran- 
cisco de Paolo,-^a convent, wherein, besides the- 
monks, two battaKons of English soldiers were 
redding, whose devotion was not a jot inferior 
to that of the holy fathers, which latter indeed 
was by no means of a formidable character. 

KoW 1 was, in truth, an Ekrglish soldier, 
Fdceiying both good payment imd food ; and' 
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tsomld p^GtttTre, frdm eertab iadvbitaUe ligiaty 
that I wa« exiMmdkig in proparäom erery day. 
To thd hofior of the English ^natimii I must 
say that we weie treated in all reipects ex» 
tremely well ; and so far from beii^ in want of 
any things our comforts were actually supers 
flaoos. W« were even» for a while after joining 
our troop, exempted from military exercise, in 
order to enable us to'vecoyer onr strength. 
Several of the new recruits were» in foßtf Ibund, 
on examination» to be in such a state of health 
as to incapacitate them wholly from service. 
These poor creatures were in dread lest they 
should be sent back to their miserable exile ; 
but» on the contrary» they received money 
enough to carry them» with frugality» to theit 
native homes» together with a neeessary supply 
of raiment» and a regitlar -discharge. 

When we were thought to be in suffidently 
good trim» our initiation commenced into the 
preparatory exercises of the English military 
system« At first» we were drilled an hour» or 
scarcely so i<mg» eadi day < so that we grew by 
degrees accustomed to ow new service» and the 
duty was increased from time ta time« This 
humane treatment recalled to ray mind my old 
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original instructors in the art of war, as ivtiS ai 
the comforts of my native home, the thoughts 
of which not unfrequently drew tears into my 
eyes. The regiment in which I was included, 
the seventh of the king's Grerman Legion,-^ 
consisted chiefly of French prisoners, who were 
however, generally speaking, Germans by birth : 
The officers, and the greater part of the ser-^ 
jeants, formed exceptions to this observation. 
It had been before Copenhagen ; in Portugal» 
in the battle by Yimeira ; and in Spain, in the 
action of Talavera de la Reina ; and in each 
instance had fully displayed the glory, of German 
valor. By these conflicts, however, its numbers 
had been dreadfully thinned ; and the old. rem- 
nant was subsequently dispersed amongst other 
battalions, whilst the stafi* was sent to England, 
for the purpose of forming, out of the recruits 
levied from amongst the French prisoners, a 
new battalion. This plan was executed ; and 
after the new regiment had made some stay at 
Malta, it was ordered to Sicily : the rifle com- 
pany had been but a little while returned from 
Spain, where it had been engaged in the War 
of Liberty, and to thb troop T was joined. I 
received a handsome rifle-gun, and the rest of 
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.my equipment was neat and conformable thereto. 
The whole company, at the head of which was 
Captain Von S — hardt, with two other excel- 
lent officers, was composed of quite young men, 
the age of no individual amongst us, perhaps, 
exceeding thirty years. The captain had the 
privilege of selecting his privates out of the 
entire battalion, and accordingly made choice 
only of orderly and courageous men, who were 
at the same time full of spirit and gaiety, as will 
appear by the following instance. 

A Serjeant of the company was condemned to 
be placed under arrest for four days for an affair 
of intrigue with the wife of Serjeant F — . The 
forn\pr of these men was very much beloved by 
our whole troop ; and the universal wish was, 
that he might escape punishment: we, there- 
fore, went in a body to the captain, soliciting a 
remission of the sentence against H — : but he 
did not seem at all disposed to concede to our 
request, particularly as the circumstance had 
come to the ears of the colonel. We were 
accordingly obliged to return unsuccessftil. 
H — went to prison in pursuance of his sen- 
tence ; but each one of us did every thing which 
lay in his power to alleviate the inconveniences 



of hkf ecrttfinement. We Ukewfse dei^ed ib 
gtf e hiiii a joyoti« velcdme imindBately to his 
telease^ and soon a^eed upon the mannei^ of 
doing so- We decorated the chapel in which 
he, with eighteen other men, wiu^ lodged, with 
festoons of leaves and iSoWersr on the table 
were placed flasks of wine ; and when he entered 
the door, little mottats were fired in honor of 
his restoratioti to his comrades. The setjeant 
Wfts quite overpowered with glad emotion, 
whilst his rival almost burst with tage^ which^ 
however, we did hoi trouble our heads about; 

m 

After my arrival in Palermo, 1 became quite 
an altered man« I had lived four years in th^ 
utmost misery and poverty,— ^I may, indeed, 
almost say slavery. No other individuals came 
in my way during this period, if I except my 
fellow-suffeiers, but malevolent Spaniards or 
formal Englishmen : now, on the other hand; 
I was the associate df light-hearted Germans, 
whose gaiety was interrupted, alone, by the 
duties of their service, and from whom it be- 
came, after a short interval, difficult to distin- 
guish the formerly emaciated colonists of Ca- 
brera. Thus much were we changed to our 
great advantage, reflecting with horror upen 
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1^ ealdiiditieB o£tfae last past years, and tfaank^ 
lag God for our preservatioti» and for the httppf 
revotetton of our fate. 

Sidlj, ki truths is one of the fetr Gottntries 
'Which may be called rich, even to superfioity, 
in the various necessaries and Initnries of human 
life. Every fruit of the earth is produced in 
abundance :---orftnge8» figs^ carobs,* Indiaii 
figs ; all sorts of vegetables ; wines of the most 
agreeable strength and flavour :— the whole ar^ 
ijo be had without requiring the aid of muck 
tillage of the gpround» which^ if it be but slightly 
cultivated» returns with tenfold interest the seeds 
entrusted to its bosom. To counterbalance this 
prodigality of nature, however^ the inhabitants 
o( the country are extremely indolent^ using no 
exertion to make the most of its indigenoiiii 
advantages. For the last century no improve- 
ment whatever has been made in the manners 
or genius of the natives of Sicily: the srane 
ploughing utensils-^the same carts — the same 
vestments^'^^iQ continue, and will still continue, 
at lea«t so long as the government shall remaiii 
in its state of reprehensible supineness. I have 
several times inquired of young, actite^looking 

* A tree yerj common in Sphin and Sicily. < 
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hojs, begging about the streets, for what reason 
they did not endeavour to get work ? to which 
the universal reply was — " We don't want it: 
we receive our dinner at the convoit of $an 
X)ominico> and make provision for other wants 
as chance directs ;" that is to say, they unite 
the praiseworthy occupations of begging and 
stealing.. The dolce far niente (" the sweet 
trade of doing nothing") is, iu fact, highly 
popular among all classes of the people ; and 
the come sta which salutes your ears at every 
moment, should be taken literally, as to stand 
still seems the most delightful enjoyment of a 
Sicilian's existence. You may constantly see a 
number of persons sauntering about the live^ 
long day, in order to offer articles for sale 
which scarcelv amount to the value of two or 
three farthings, their principal object being to 
pverreach you by every means in their power. 

For instance, there came one day into our 
quarters a sans-culotte of this description, who 
was vending barley-sugar. Jealous of our 
" flesh-pots of Egypt," this pretty fellow was 
very desirous of helping himself therefrom; but 
the exercise of all his ingenuity was to no pur- 
pose, as there were too many eyes fixed upon 
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his movementa. His küaTish dispositioa, how- 
e*rer> would not suffer faiin to depart without 
doing some 'mischief; and being foiled in his 
first attempts, he betook himself to further ex- 
periments. He accordingly affected to take 
leave, but came back almost directly, after- 
wards with a lizard which he had concealed in 
hi» bosom ; and imagining himself to be unob- 
served, he threw the noxious animal into one of 
our kettles. The vengeance of Nemesis, how- 
ever, soon made itself apparent in the agency 
of ten very powerful cooks, one of whom had 
witnessed the exploit. These formidable per- 
sonages seized the shuddering miscreant, and 
holding him tightly, rendered nugatory all 
efforts to get away : he struggled and kicked 
furiously ; but it was like a small bird in the 
talons of the eagle, and sununary punishment 
was dealt out in unsparing blows; whilst, in 
the mean time, one of the cooks had gone to 
report this occurrence to the adjutant, who 
came up soon after with two lusty Serjeants, 
each provided with a suitable cudgel. All sup- 
plications for mercy were in vain : they laid the 
poor devil upon a bench, and inflicted on him 
twenty-five strokes ; by the time he had received 



ten o( wkicb, hui «nall-dotheB gave Vftyi and 
exhibited the seat of honor in it« native dignity. 
Having favored him with his full amount of 
lashes/ they prooeeded to drench their victim 
irith the lixard-soüp» which had been meanwhile 
boiiing. The preparation for this excited in hia 
stomach the most fVtrions loathing ; in despite 
of which, howey^y and of abundant entreaties> 
wry faces» and deprecations^ the obnoxious 
liquid was fprciUy administered. At length he 
was sttfTered to hobble away ; and never after 
revisited, to use hk own expression, the cursed 
quartos of the English heretics. " 
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faroiiH« ^riies of tiie Sicififto jieopie-^tre^t» tAd dwetliiif* 
])(rasei of PitamiQM-^cmw&tB uid moiik»-^Pii}iiic lettilniS of 
the' iababitaatli — ^Environs of tho town — The king of SicH;^— '. 
Characteristics of the Sicilians, with exaroples. 



DüiltifC tlie hoi summit däy^^ wlten it i» 
iM^sniMe to get oot white tli6 sim b in til» 
teavent!), ü is customary for tlie fadh&bitaDts at 
Pyermo to recreate themselves by walkinj^ 
in the cool of the eveniBg; ftii4 d strongw 
Would be quite astonished to meet a lady or 
gentleman employed in gnawing a raw oucuiih' 
ber or a head of lettuce, or chewing a buneh of 
small radishes or a boiled artichoke. These 
daintieil will certainly strike the fair natives of 
0N>re polished lands as being altogether uneat** 
able : but there, on the contrary, so far from 
being thought strange, their mastication exeites 
BO rättark whatever. The southern country 
people .reUsh ttiese viaads extreibely ; and per- 
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haps there is scarcely an individual in the whole 
kingdom of Sicily who understands the method 
of dressing a German cucumber-salad.* When 
we once ordered such a thing m a certain wine- 
shop, the landlord brought us unpeeled cucum- 
bers, each cut into four pieces, over which were 
sprinkled oil and vinegar: angry at this blunder» 
We intructed the man how to rectify it ; but he 
frankly answered, that he never in his whole 
life had made, nor would he now begin to 
make, such a hog's mess. When the simple 
green lettuce is used by them as a salad, the 
eommon people may frequently be seen pluck* 
ing off one leaf after another, and dipping it in 
yinegar and oil by way of dressing ; whilst to 
the higher classes, it is served on a plate at 
table, each individual being left to qualify it 
with the accompanying condiments . of vinegar^ 
oil, and pepper, according to his own peculiar 
taste. 

The most favorite dish of all is maccaroni» 
which are preferred to any thing else by th^ 
Italians, whether. fashionables, working people» 
lazzarom, or, in short, to whatever grade of 
society they may happen to belong. They ar^ 

* Cutting it into dices, in ^e «anal English way« 
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made in a variety of different shapes ; either 
resembling great or little stars, or snails, or 
minute threads, even as thin as a hair, in -which 
latter form they are generally most admired; 
and. in every public- house, the saucepan is in 
readiness to receive them until a late hour at 
night. 

< Maccarotti are to be had in greater or less 
quantities, at the option of the purchaser, who 
takes them into the first public-house he comes 
to, and clfips them into any disengaged saucepan 
or kettle in his way, without questions asked on 
^ther side. While his maccsuroni boil, he goes 
to fetch his Parmesan; and when they are 
ready« he lays one stratum on a plate, scraping 
the cheese over it, then again maccaroni, then 
again cheese, in alternate layers, until the 
whole is amalgamated. This being accomplish- 
ed, he takes a piece up in his fingers, — the mac- 
caroni, which are very long, reaching from the 
plate to his mouth ; and whilst his meal b in pro- 
gress, the smacking of the tongue and sparkling 
q( the eye indicate the gusto with which it is 
devoured. A glass of wine still further im- 
proves its relish ; and the game of la more ^ is 
often played by a party of boon companions 
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Over fheir macceäroni, the loser being paymaiitef 
of the whole enteftmnment. Thb kind of ganl«- 
Wing is very freqwently produetive of quarrels^ 
not seldom ending in bloody arbitrement, and 
^ven in murder; and although the poKce is on 
the alert in all directions» it is too weak to pt^^ 
vent a recurrence of such scenes« 

Another farorite dish of the Sidirati people 
is the Indian fig,* which grows hei^ ^ I htki^' 
.i^ready observed^ in grent abundaoee^ Thii» 
plattt M used ai» ft sort of enelosure itit g^den» 
mi Aendows, snA some of its kttves eicteiMit 
Horn three to four feet in diameter, beatii^ 
^&th ^at mnumerabte quanljiy of ronglb-looking 
fimit^ which is large and eokred late the ettK 
tanos, being S|Nread with siimlav spots, upon 
irfaicb are prickles suffieiently sharpie penefn^ 
the surface of the skin, and siibtte i(^ lodge xm* 
der it. I was once smartly pnnished for Af 
ignorance of this. Some of my comrade» were 
with me in a garden wherein a great many of 
these figs were growing : «le of the party, a 
facetious sort of fellow, seized quickly hold of a 
fig, and put it into his mouth with the action of 
biting it, proposing to me to do the same. He 

* Called bjr the botanists ctictus. 
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praised -the agreeableness of its taste and flavour ; 
and I was at lengtb persuaded: but scarcely 
had I touched the fruit with my tongue, before 
I cast it from me with a sharp cry ; yet even in 
that short interval, it left behind it a host of 
stinging {Nrickles, which incapacitated me from 
eating with any comfort for the space of sevep 
or eight days. If, however, you begin by cau- 
tiously qpenmg the peel, you will find within a 
yellow mass, containing many hard kernels, and 
this part of the fruit is so delicious as to incite 
you to eat even thirty or forty. It is not every i 
one, however, who can open the shell or rind 
de^teroudy; and an awkward hand will in- 
evitably suffer more or less inconvenience from 
the host of prickles which seem purposed to 
defend the fruit. The traders in this article, . 
therefore, open it themselves for the purchaser, 
before whom it is exhibited on plates, four or 
six of the figs makii^ a lot, for each of which 
they charge a bqjoceo.* The method of open- 
ing them is with a sharp knife, the fingers be- 
ing protected by three thimbles made of reed*-^ 
<me on the Üiumb, one on the fore-finger, and 
(Hie on the middle fiuger. The fig is unclosed 

* A ^tm »bout the Tilue of« halfpenny. 
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by one cross-cut, and two more at each end of 
it, and thus its inside is extracted without hav- 
ing been at all touched by the operator's hand. 
Scarcely do I recollect any other eatable which 
can be taken with so great zest ; and as cleanli- 
ness is, in this country, a pearl of great price, 
the very circumstance of the knife being steeped 
in water between the unclosing of each fig, ac- 
tually gives an additional stimulus to the appe- 
tite. Even wealthy and fashionable persons 
will not object to enter the little booths of the 
fig-sellers, and regale themselves to the value 
of two or three grani,* 

In every principal thoroughfare of the town, 
there are likewise standings for people who vend 
lemons and oranges, which fruits are seen piled 
thereat in the most luxurious profusion, and 
swelling with juice, presenting a delightful ob- 
ject to the passer-by. Gold and silver fish gam- 
bol in handsomely-shaped glass reservoirs, to 
increase the temptations of each booth, and in 
"the evening the whole are brilliantly illumina- 
ted. Hence, a walk through the streets of Pa- 
lermo towards night is exceedingly amusing, 
■and into whichever of these booths you chance 

* ^ gffiYig is about tbe^alue of a halfpenny. 
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to stroll, a pretty-looking girl salutes you by 
her offers of attendance. 

The streets themselves are handsome, and 
the buildings tasteful ; but little, if any care is 
taken to keep either neat and clean. In sum- 
mer, and in dry weather, the gardeners cross the 
streets with asses, and gather up the dust in 
baskets ; but in the winter-time, the inhabitants 
are in no small danger of being suffocated by 
this article, in spite of the paved cart-road. 
The flag-stones on either side are irregular in 
breadth, and in some streets altogether wanting. 
Tradesmen, alone, inhabit the ground-floor, 
where their shops are situated, but the superior 
classes would deem it discreditable to reside so 
low. The ground-floors even of the houses of 
the nobility are commonly let to working-peo- 
ple and others of the very poorest description, 
and the entrances of these rooms have no con- 
nexion whatever with the apartments above. 
Thus^ under one and the same roof, you may 
often find the excess both of luxury and desti- 
tution : — half-naked children may be seen crawl- 
ing round the t)rincely equipage of the noble- 
man wha iohabits, in common with them, the 
same dwelling, and who is just about (hemmed 
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in by his riehly-Iiyeried domestics^ to enter )m 
carriag^e, not deigning to notioe in the lea^ 
ids forlorn fellow-lodgers. Upon the exclama- 
tion guar da I the coachman lashes forward bis 
horses, quite regardless of any poor devil whom 
■he might possibly trample into the dust. 

Convents literally swarm both within and 
without the town. The upper floors of the 
street called Toledo are provided with trellis^ 
windows, behind which are immured the vic*- 
tims of parental fanaticism ; new-bom chUdren 
even b^g frequently devoted to the cloister 
by their misguided mothers. Boys of six yeass 
«uad under are to be met walking, dressed in the 
habit of the ccmvent to which they are destined^ 
und led by the holy fathers ; and girls of a si* 
inilar age, and attired with vestments of a 
similar nature, parade about under the chape- 
ronage of the abbess or elder nuns, Mendi^ 
cants of the Franciscan or Capuchin fraternities 
are crossing the streets every here . and there, 
hearing in t^eir hands reliquaries or figures of 
saints« which they submit to the salutations, of 
tb^ fmtld\d; and after a while these arides 
wear so beslobbered an appearance, that a tole- 
rably fXfWfi »tdniii^h is requisite in the devotee 
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to enable him to add his quota of kisses : the 
trade is a thriving one, howeyer, on the part of 
the priests ; and it is but seldom that a true- 
born Sicilian declines to add his homage to that 
of his predecessors ; all which turns in remark- 
ably well to the purpose of the image-bearer, 
since the act of worship is uniformly accompa- 
nied by the dropping a few bqjocci into the 
box attached to the reliquary. 

These mendicants also not only exhibit but 
sell their statuary and relics. One presents 
you with remnants of the garment of a male or 
female martyr, which he declares to be a spe- 
cific against tooth-ache, head-ache, and in short, 
all other diseases incident to the human frame. 
So many clothes, indeed, are hawked about, 
professing to have originally belonged to the 
same individual sdint, that it would seeitn they 
were each in the habit of keeping ä prodi- 
giously large wardrobe. 

In most of the chambers of the monks, great 
disorder and want of cleanliness are apparent ; 
and many of the priests present figures disgust- 
ingly filthy. In our quarter, namely the cloister 
or convent of San Francisco de Paolo, we lived 
m veiry famifiar intercourse with the fathers; 

p 
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one of whom was extremely desirous to extend 
the sphere of his benevolent intimacy so as to 
include our wives, endeavouring to establish an 
intrigue with the spouse of one of our grena« 
diersk He flattered himself on being in the 
way to attain the full accomplishment of his 
wishes : but, whether through fear of discovery, 
or real virtuous constancy to her husband, 
(which latter sentiment by the bye is not very 
common amongst the wives of soldiers,) the 
lady unfolded to her legal possessor the whole 
affair ; and he being a cunning fellow, concerted 
with his wife that she should continue to hold 
out hopes to the lustful priest of his being 
made perfectly happy at a certain understood 
hour — warning him, at the same time, to beware 
of her jealous and watchful husband. The 
monk, in the fulness of his exultation, promised 
every thing ; and appointed a rendezvous in an 
old ruinous chapel at some distance from the 
convent ; in the middle of which chapel was an 
aperture through which might be perceived the 
ooflSns underneath. According to this appoint- 
ment, the parties met ; but had hardly arrived 
at the place, when the husband darted forth 
from his ambush. He seized hold of the inter« 
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loper by the throat» and demanded in rough 
terms of the trembling culprit» what he was 
about to do with his wife? To this interroga« 
tory, no answer was returned ; upon which» the 
soldier professed himself resolved to expose to 
the eyes of the public at large this sanctified 
libertine. Our holy father was now touched : 
\fie began to implore pity in the most abject 
terms ; offering his purse and his watch if the 
other would suffer him to depart« My comrade 
made as if he was altogether deaf to these en« 
treaties, and affected to grow more and more 
furious : after a while» however» he appeared to 
relent; pocketed the proffered valuables; and 
returned home with his cara sposa, to enjoy a 
hearty laugh at the expenne of the disappointed 
gallant« 

In the autumn» I witnessed a spectacle to me 
perfectly novel» consisting of a public festivity- 
of the natives* Walking one day upon the 
shore» near to the Garden of flora» I saw innu- 
merable crowds of people assembled» not only 
parading on the shore itself» but filling a quan- 
tity of boats which ran immediately along the 
coast» and which were provided with guns» dis- 
charged every moment into the air« On aril« 
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Ting nearer» I perceived tijiat these shots were 
aimed at huge Rights of birds» which were just 
migrating to thia island from the continent of 
Europe — swallows, starlings» and other birds of 
passage. I cannot describe the delight which 
was manifested by the multitude at the destruc* 
tion of these poor animals ; the atmosphere re- 

. sounding with their triumphant acclamations, 
** Ah ! poor little creatures !" thought I to my- 
self» *' in my country you- may have escaped 
many a hazard ; and here» after a perilous tra-* 
vel» when approaching near your journey's ei^» 
you are slaughtered in the mere q)irit of idle- 
ness :" for I observed that they were none of 
th^ai picked up» except indeed by the ducks» 
who seemed to gobble them in with prodigious 
avidity. 

The Lent dishes of the Sicilians are not found 
here in ^uch great profusion as might be ex* 
pected ; the people giving as a reason the exist- 
ence of so many convents» in every one of 
which a good deal of fish is daily consumed. 

* Shell-fish» however» is more plentiful» consist- 
ing of Jobsters^ shrimps» and polypi; and it is 
amusing to see two or three hundred fishing- 
smacks» both within and without the bay» plying 
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their trade in the middle of the night. On each 
boat are several candles» or torches» by which 
the harbour is perfectly Sliuninated : and by^ 
this light the finny tribes are attracted, thus 
falling a readier prey to their merciless cap» 
tors. 

The environs of the Sicilian metropolis pre- 
sent many beantifnl views, particularly in the 
direction of the Monte Pellegrino» where a good 
many elegant villas and gardens are to be found« 
Here are ntnated the snmmer-houses of most 
of the patricians ; and the Ung> during his re> 
sidence on the island» also {»referred this neigh- 
bourhood to any other whatever. I often met 
his majesty riding hither on horseback» attended 
by a single servant only. Although very little 
liked by his subjects» this monarch was in the 
habit of traversing unguarded the streets of 
Palermo» being scarcely noticed by any one» 
and those whom he did encounter merdy say- 
ing» as he passed» — ^* II Re!" and^hardly touch- 
ing their hats. Quite different» however» was 
the scene when a procession appeared: every 
one fell immediately upon his knees» how dirty 
soever it might happen to be; and I reaUy 
think» had any individual declined to pay this 
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homage, he would have incurred the hazard of 
compulsion, and that in no gentle way. 

The stranger, in common with the native, is 
Annoyed, in this beautiful country, by many 
species of inconvenience. The former, in par^ 
ticular, should be strictly upon his guard ; be^^ 
cause, however brave a Sicilian may possibly 
be, he is seldom untainted with the spirit of 
treachery, — which disposition, in fact, he doe» 
not appear anxious to conceaL At several 
times, our muskets were stolen even from the 
sentry-posts ; and in truth, no foreigner should 
place in them any degree of confidence, since 
they cannot be faithful one to aikother> and 
much less are to be considered trustworthy by 
such as di£fer from them in language or belief. 
The least affront causes them to clutch their 
poniard ; and if prevented from gratifying re- 
venge on the spot, they follow up their victim 
with unrelenting ferocity. 

One day, a soldier named Haupt was pro- 
menading on the shore ; and having washed his 
small-clothes, was drying them upon his shoul- 
ders, when a Sicilian, who was passing, camie 
on him before he was aware, seized the gar- 
ment, and ran off. Haupt pursued him, and» 
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CTjing out for assiatance, was joined by soma 
of his comrades who were near the spot : they 
overtook the thief, rescued the stolen tronsersy 
and pnnished him as he deserved. The Sicilian 
becamiB possessed by the demon of revenge; 
and sought^ without ceasing, for an opportunity 
to gratify it against his original antagonist« 
whom he at last fbund in a lonely spot doing 
duty as sentinel« Rushing treacherously upon 
the unsuspecting soldier, he struck him repeat- 
edly with his accursed knife, and the poor 
fellow was thus precipitated into another state 
of existence by the cowardly act of a ruffian 
who was his original aggressor. Upon the 
arrival of the party who came to relieve guard, 
they found their unfortunate messmate robbed 
and murdered, and a scrap of paper lying 
by him, on which was written Qutsto e por 
gli pantalonu* In this manner is the vin- 
dictive temper of these islanders displayed, not 
alone to foreigners, but to others, of their own 
country. The most atrocious excesses, inclu« 
ding assassination, may often be traced to the 
most trivial causes : indeed, the Sicilian blood 

• /( So much for your tronaeni I" 
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boils a hundred times quicker than that even of 
the neighbouring Italians — resentment of sup- 
posed insult raging more powerfully than 
amongst any other European people ; and even 
slu>uld the arm of public justice be called in to 
avenge them upon their enemy^ the expiation 
IB frequently deemed sufficient. 
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CHAP. IX. 

Serpents and scorpions m Sicily, with examples — ^Tedious- 
ness of the military service, and ill success of the endeavours to 
escape — ^Merry tricks of the soldiers— Festival of the cat- 
Dishes of the lowest classes in Sicily— Milk trade in Palermo — 
Ladies of Palermo, and anecdotes of them. 



This very beautiful country is also sub- 
ject to other annoyances. Poisonous reptiles 
abound therein, against which every body should 
be placed upon their guard. Serpents from six 
to eight feet in length, scorpions, tafantulee, 
and other reptiles, are found in large numbers. 
Thus, one fine morning, while I was in my little 
room at the hospital, where, besides myself, 
three other sick persons were accommodated, 
we were all of us enjoying the fresh breeze 
introduced through the open window, which 
Commanded both a fruit and a kitchen-garden« 
Happy in the sensation of returning health, 
and regaling ourselves each with a pipe of 
tobacco, we contemplated with delight the trees 
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burthened with lorely blossoms and delicious 
fruity and which exhaled the most aromatic 
odours: a desire seized us to taste some of 
these luxuries ; and we comforted ourselves by 
the reflection, that our approaching discharge 
from the hospital would enable us to gratify 
this appetite. Suddenly a loud hissing at the 
window excited the attention of the whole party ; 
and a large black viper, followed closely by an- 
other, glided swiftly along the opposite wall« 
The two almost immediately commenced a furi- 
(ms battle; both animals twisting their folds 
round each other with such violence, that we 
could almost distinguish the crackling of the 
joints, although the smoothness of their long 
bodies soon enabled them to disengage them* 
selves. They reared themselves aloft ; renewed 
their convolutions ; fell back again upon the 
earth ; conmienced and recommenced their con^ 
flict ; and thus the fight continued several mi- 
nutes. One was evidently weaker than the 
other, and made perpetual efforts to escape ; but 
could not for awhile accomplish her desire, be- 
ing always stopped by the enemy. At length, 
however, she got away, and precipitated herself 
into a pond or basin of water which lay in the 
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garden undemeäth» and was used to water the 
plants. The other lost no time in following» 
and had overtaken her antagonist» when both 
were suddenly lost to our view. After some 
moments» the str(»iger one re-appeared» trying^ 
with all her might» to spring over the edge of 
the basin, which was finally accomplished : she 
crept back slowly to the scene of the contest» 
and lay basking in the sun. The battle bad 
manifestly fatigued her much, as was palpable 
from her forked tongue hanging out of her mouth» 
whilst in several parts of her body wounds 
were visible. Until now, we had obsearved the 
action and its result in silence : and having 
suffered her to rest awhile, we sought about for 
large stones, and threw them forcibly upon the 
reptile. Some of these hit the mark» . but not 
sufficiently hard to do her any considerable in- 
jury. She now retreated with all dispatch into 
her lurking-place; and after a few minutes 
came up the owner of the garden, to whom 
we related what had passed. '* O !" said he» 
'* I know these gentlemen : they are great ene^ 
mies to my vegetables." He took his stick, and 
puUed with it the viper which had been suffo- 
cc^ted by the water» from out the pond: she 
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«sbibited still a few signs of animation» but was 
qnickly destroyed by blows. 
. A few days afterwards I quitted the hospital, 
daring my stay in which, I was given to un- 
derstand that invalids were often annoyed by 
serpents, even in their own rooms. ' I myself 
frequently encountered them in my walks, as 
they lay by dozens in bushes and in hedges, on 
the look-out for prey. Their skins were beau- 
tiful in the extreme, often resembling ribands 
of the most glowing hues. A comrade of mine 
was once in the act of grasping one of these 
supposed ribands, and would have smarted 
sadly for his blunder, had it not been for my 
timely intervention. 

Scorpions, likewise, abounded in such large 
numbers, that the soldiers frequently discovered 
them both in their knapsacks and bread-baskets : 
we were therefore obliged to prepare scorpion- 
oik, which alleviated the pain of their sting. 
These are composed of scorpions themselves, 
which are put into ä little bottle full of olive 
oil ; the heat of the sun decomposes the scor- 
pions, and hence they become thoroughly amal- 
gamated with the other essence. By one of 
these loathsome and even terrible reptiles I was 
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once exceedingly frightened. We were fetch- 
ing bullets from Castelamar, and amongst them 
was a scorpion which was in the act of darting 
at my breast : I stepped back, however, in time 
to prevent the favor designed for me. 

The Sicilians were in the habit of making a cir- 
cle of powder, within which they placed the scor- 
pion. teking it «p with the tongs, and afterwards 
setting it on fire ; by which means the insect was 
of course destroyed. They likewise make cir^ 
cles of glowing coals, in the iniddle of which 
the scorpion is put, its terrors and sufierings oc- 
casioning inconceivable pleasure to tfie lookers- 
on: the poor devil, first with quick action, 
which pain soon renders slower, runs round the 
ring, retreating by degrees to the centre, till it 
is ultimately killed by the fierce heat. In no 
instance, however, had I opportunity to authen- 
ticate what has been frequently stated as a fact 
by others, namely, that the scorpion is accus- 
tomed to terminate its existence by its own 
sting. During my stay in Sicily, a single in- 
stance only came within my knowlege of any 
man having been killed by a scorpion— and this 
was a member of our artillery corps. The rep- 
tile had concealed itself in one of his shoes; and 



t84 TBB RIFLEMAl^'S COMRADE. 

when» on rising in the tnoming, he put his naked 
foot therein, the sharp pain of the sting induced 
him to withdraw it hastily, and on searching, 
the cause of the evil soon became appar^it« 
Not, as it unfortunately happened, being aware 
of the danger of such an occurrence, it was diih 
xegwcAei by him, and he went about his hx^ 
ness. After a while, however, finding the pain 
grow more and more acute, and the foot rapidly 
swell, he began to think seriously of the matter, 
and was advisied to consult a medical man. 
The surgeon examined and probed the wound ; 
but the poison having by this time been taken 
up by the absorbents, the whole economy of the 
system was vitiated, and no effectual aid could 
be administered* Thus the poor fellow lost his 
life, and the service a brave and worthy soldier. ^ 

Besides vipers and scorpions, quantities of 
tarantulffi were occasionally beheld by ust but I 
was equally unfortunate here as in the case of 
the scorpions, since the Tarantular Dance was 
never exhibited in my presence. ' To look upon 
these creatures, however, was quite enough to 
produce terror and shuddering. 

Thus rolled on the dayis in sadness or in 
mirth ; and many of them were well-nigh con* 
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sumed in lurdent aspirations after onr native 
land. Neither the esteem of my officers» nor 
the friendship of my comrades» hoth of which» I 
rejoice to say^ I enjoyed» could repress my long- 
ing to change the military for the domestic life ; 
but it was necessary to exercise the quality of 
patience» as was confessed» in their despond«* 
ence» by a number of other anxious hearts, who» 
like me» languished for home» and who cursed 
the day on which they left it to follow a life of 
toil and bloodshed. So powerful was this sen-- 
timent» that some amongst us sought to gratify 
it by desertion ; others by mutilating thorn- 
selves; but not one of these succeeded in 
accomplishing his object. jQpe day I was in 
the barrack-court» wherein were placed three 
companies of our battalion» when I heard a 
-shot fired near me» which was followed the next 
minute by a terrible cry» and " O» my Grod!" 
was vociferated by a number. of voices. A sol* 
dier of the barrack-guard had shot himself 
through the hand» for the purpose of disabling 
himself; but he repented of his act when too 
late : the hand was quite dashed to pieces» and 
it became necessary to amputate it» together 
with the fore-arm. The circumstances of this 
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man were, in every respect, peculiar. He pos* 
sessed a settled notion that he was a natural 
son of the Duke of Gotha, in which idea he 
strengthened his belief from day to day. 
Hence arose a great feeling of pride, by which 
he was induced often to address his officers with 
a^ good deal of arrogance, and which eventually 
tempted him -to endeavour by mutilation to get 
free from his humble situation. As I have already 
stated, this kind of conduct was altogether in- 
effectual, although practised every succeeding 
week. 

In order to employ the time, which was by 
no means fully occupied, our men resorted to 
a great many different artifices. — In the court 
of the barrack was a bakehouse, which how" 
ever was not used as such, but as a stable. One 
of the cloister cats, a very large fat animal, hav- 
ing lost her way, came across the court. My* 
self and some others, who had witnessed puss's 
entrance, immediately commenced . a pursuit, 
in order that we might catch and dress her. 
We pressed her pretty closely, but she some- 
how or other eluded us, and took refuge in the 
bakehouse, which was instantly placed in a state 
of blockade. On the one side we pushed in a 
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long stake, and at the other a large sack was 
held open before a hole, for the purpose of re- 
ceiving our victim, should ähe run that way. 
We reckoned, however, without our host: 
Grimalkin, far too prudent to commit herself, 
thus, lying by snugly at the back of the building« 
Our deliberation as to further measures was 
not protracted. A wisp of burning straw was 
dirown in, and the cat, terrified at the idea of 
conflagration, made a bolt at the hole, and, as 
luck would have it, sprang right into the middle 
of the sack, where she met with instant death« 
The skin having been removed, her carcass was 
cut into pieces, was soaked twenty-four hours in 
vinegar, and anointed with garUc and honey 
until all the disagreeable strong flavour was sub« 
dued, after which it formed a capital fricassee. 
We wßre all of us sufiiciently accustomed to 
this sort of cookery, having had a good deal of 
experience thereof in Spain, where many a 
pretty little kitten suffered the same fate. We 
spared nothing calculated to give relish to our 
dish ; — ^neither pepper, black or cayenne, black 
bread, &c. When it was all ready, we drew 
round the table, in great good-humour, and be- 
gan our meal, not forgetting the accompani- 
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m^t of a few bottles of wine. It so chanced 
that the wife of our serjeant entered : for this 
woman we entertained a very high respect» 
several of as haying been redeemed by her 
niediation from the malevolent complaints of 
her husband. To a question from her as to the 
particular nature of our viand^ we replied that 
it was a cony ; and accordingly she seated het« 
self with the intention of '^ pic)s:ing a bit :" in 
fact, she ate with great heartiness^ and did not 
decline to lubricate .her mouthfuls with a ^ass 
or two of wine, which had rendered us all^ es- 
pecially the tnunpeter, unusually gay. Dinner 
beipg finished, -the latter left the room, and re- 
turned to it bringing the skin of the cat, which 
'had in the mean time been stuffed with straw^ 
imd which he threw upon the table, shouting 
these words, '' Look, Mrs. Serjeant : here is 
the hide of our Sicilian cony.'' The good lady 
became so horrified hereat, that we grew afraid 
lest sh^ should be ill ; and from that time for- 
ward, the poor trumpeter was no longer one of 
her favorites. To be serious ; — I can assure 
my readers, that the flesh of a well-fed cat is 
eäctremely good : it is indeed (presuming her to 
be properly dressed,) not only agreeable in taste^ 
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but actually dainty; and it is imagpination and 
prejudice alone which protect the feline race 
amongst us from the uses of the gastronomic art« 
The same prejudice obtains in Grermany with 
respect to the raven^ which is scarcely eaten by 
any one there without a feeling of disgust^ 
whilst in France they tsan be purchased in every 
market. Thus, also^ in the ship wherein I 
voyaged from Spain to Sicily, the cook was in 
the practice of eating, almost every day, roasted 
mice, certainly not from scarcity of other meat,, 
but as a matter of preference. 

The lower classes of Sicily are likewise very 
fond of dried beans, and pease roasted upon the 
coals ; either of which may be obtained at any 
wine-house. Plates-full of beans, boiled in salt 
water, may be purchased at the comer of every 
street. All sorts of entrails, hardly submitted 
to purification by water, are roasted upon the 
coals, and eaten by the conunon people without 
the slightest disgust. They even collect from 
the streets old bones of meat, which they boil« 
u6ing the fat to qualify cakes made from the 
flour of Turkish wheat : and every where around 
you hear the cry of '' hot, hot, quite hot !" and 
a great many hungry mortals are to be seen m 
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crowds enclosing these public frying-pans from 
morning to night. Snails, both in the shell and 
oat. and polypi, are swallowed with infinite 
gnsto ; in short, I never in my life saw such an 
odd assemblage of eatables as is patronised by 
the good citizens of Palermo. ' 

Innumerable goats are driven in herds each 
morning into the town ; and these animals know 
perfectly well at what houses they are accus- 
tomed to be milked ; so that they halt, of their 
own accord, at the proper spots. During the 
operation, the goat-herd cries, with a hoarse 
voice, in order to attract the attention of pur- 
chasers, " Milk, milk ! fresh, warm, fat milk ! 
milk from the mountains — ^buy! buy!" — Each 
animal has, depending from his neck, a small 
bell, the music of which is, when they tinkle in 
concert, not inharmonious. As soon as the 
goat-herd has satisfied his customers, he takes 
the bagpipe, which hangs at his neck, and plays 
a little tune with it, not very delightful to 
Grerman ears. 

With respect to the female sex, I must ob- 
serve, that we Grermans were very much favored 
by its fair members. A good many of us reaped 
abundant laurels in the sports of Cupid. But 



THE rifleman's COMBABB. 141 

we were obliged, at the same timey to ex^cise. 
great cantijoTn ; because, if the husband by any 
chance discovered the intrigues of his wife, the 
cicisbeo would run the hazard, if not on hi» 
guard, of getting an unlucky thrust with the 
poniard. A serjeant of our regiment, a re- 
markably fine young man, had been implicated, 
for a considerable time, in an intrigue with a 
lady of rank, from whom he receiyed a number 
of presents; and every one expressed surprise at 
the luxurious way of his living, as it was evi- 
dent that his pay bore but a very small propor- 
tion to his expenditure. One day when he had 
'' crooked his elbow" a little too much, the 
secret was let out ; and one of his comrades, who 
possessed some knowledge of the lady's spouse, 
hastened to his palace and discovered the whole 
Ixansaction, in hope of obtaining a reward. 
A little while after, the unfortunate serjeant 
was found murdered in an obscure alley« 

Women of pleasure haunt the streets of 
Palermo in inconceivable numbers ; and several 
amongst our troops carried back to their native 
country souvenirs more enduring tluin agreeable 
of th^r fascinating society. Gommunioatioii 
with these ladies is rendered additionally facile 
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by the intervention of numerous procurerSy both 
mal^ and female, who offer their Uving wares in 
a manner completely destitute of coyness ; by 
which description of traffic, however generally 
ibe pleasure maybe distributed, iiie proßt is 
almost wholly shared between these respectable 
persons and the surgical practitioners, who are 
many of them in the habit of inscribing over 
their doors, '* aqui il cura il mal venerea." 
In fact, this proclamation b hoisted, in one 
or more instances, in every street. 

Several members of our regiment married 
Sicilian women ; commonly, however, from the 
very dregs of the people, who, devoted to every 
imaginable and unimaginable vice, appeared to 
be quite unsusceptible of the least good. They 
were, in short, so many disgraces to their sex ; 
not capable of preserving fidelity to their hus- 
bands even for a single week ; on the contrary, 
ready to barter their favors for a trifle with any 
who were fools enough to purchase them. 

Thus, for instance, a very brave and well- 
behaved soldier, by name linden, unhappily 
contracted marriage with a wench of this cha- 
racter« She had contrived to inveigle him to 
fuch a degree, that he at first put faith in all 
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her expressions : but subsequently he learnt that 
he possessed merely the name of husband» 
whilst the virtual honors of that title were 
awarded to a certain seijeant. For some time 
the poor deceived man felt a good deal of un- 
ecusiness, particularly as he was unable to obtain 
any positive proof. One night, however, that 
he was upon guard, a furious attack of jealousy 
drove him home, where he discovered his rival 
cradled in the arms of his abandoned wife. 
Drawing his sword, he sprang upon the de- 
spoiler of his honor : but the weapon glanced 
aside upon the rib of the miscreant, who as 
quick as lightning darted from the bed, and 
succeeded in escaping out of the house. The 
circumstances of the case were suppressed ; and 
the interloping serjeant professed to have re- 
ceived his hurt by a murderous attack of the 
inhabitants. 
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CHAP. X. 

Pleasures and quarrels of the Eoglisb soldiers — No hopes of 
getting discharged from the military service — Arrival of royal 
French ships — Passage of the English army to Naples— Arrival 
at Milazzo — Adventures on our voyage« 



I CANNOT as yet bid adieu to the remem- 
brance of our various amusements in Palermo. 
We had taken an apartment near our quarters, 
where we spent almost every evening in com«^ 
pany, at least when not prevented by military 
occupations. Here we danced^ and sangi and 
drank^ and, in short« perpetrated all kinds of fes- 
tivity. German and Sicilian dances were alter- 
nately practised — the latter being taught us by 
native ladies, who were anxious to take part in 
our merriment. With this exception, no one was 
permitted to come amongst us, unless introduced 
by a member of our own corps ; which regulation 
was indeed frequently opposed by soldiers.be- 
longing to the other battalions, who several 
times attempted to gain entrance by force, but 
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always in vain. At no time were we on a kindly 
footing with the third and sixth regiments of 
the German legion; and therefore individuals 
attached to these corps were exempted from 
the privilege of being brought in by a friend. 
This exclusion was never forgiven; and the 
parties against whom it was levelled were perpe- 
tually seeking opportunities of revenge. The 
senior of our company, a good-natured fellow of 
thirty-six, who was a general favorite with both* 
officers and privates, was one evening, whilst we 
were indulging ourselves with mirth and wine, 
in a neighbouring public-house close to our 
apartment, enjoying the lively conversation of 
his sweetheart. Suddenly twelve men, belong- 
ing to the rifle company of the third battalion, 
entered the place ; and falling upon him, al- 
though he had not given the slightest provo- 
cation, proceeded to treat him exceedingly ill. 
In self-defence, he snatched up a sword, and 
vowed he would kill the next man who should 
touch him, — a threat which he would undoubtedly 
have put in practice, not in any degree wanting 
courage: his determined look and gesture 
made his cowardly assailants pause, and they 

G 



the; aha«14 enAeRVMf t(> sfciHf Mnir MbcU 
4e»te)ly we of OUT mm pa^^td die houie ; ud 
tb^ lemfi^d girl, b«r ^yni» full of teura^ report» to 
thi» maq thfit n soldilir 0f tljo $eT#]tdii»giivient 
if. an th« powt of beipg ftlam* InuMdiately on 
tQG^iviQg tbU inWlUg^PQ» bo lia«ten» to^ giro 
a» the aI«)Rm; and €A(?b indii^idusd» s^mting to 
kiß Avofd ^d <m]^ ruab^ impatiioiidy to the 
opposite wio^Hsbop» wltt<& 10 soon abandonod by 
tbe cinomy* Iq tb^ Q(»aiimeiiioc»Mait> fiita. alone 
ivorc^ t^ wof^oqi. made nai» of; but shortly 
swqrds w^^ pliiokod £rom their soabberds, and 
a reggJa? battle epsufiid, in which many wounds 
were inflifited o» ^&^r side. Fresh m^nbers 
of both h^ttiiUön» tiow came up half-naked firom 
tlfebe^rr^l^ with filled' bayonets; and in the 
dai^ mgbt it W9« «oarody possible to distinguish 
fiioiHl ffMI fßf^ Confutton indeed reigned tri- 
iQUph^tfl The thijrd hattidionhad^ good many 
men wounded ; wa, on the other hand, only a 

few. 

Patrols wcpre a,t length dispatched in every 
c^N^otio» tbrou^out the town ; and numbers 
were^ QonTQyed to the gumrd-bouse^ whi^ was 



floon quite filled ; the eoaoflict beng «Itissately 
terminated by the diipemion of all) tiie eom« 
betänts. 

On the next moromg^, aa order of the day^as 
put forth by oar brigadier, ia wbicb we ifere 
reproached for want .of hamnmy; and it^ was 
strictly forbidden Ibr the s<ddiers of the two ob«- 
noxious battalions to enter atone time tiie same 
wine-house. On the side of the enemy seye^ 
ral sword» were missing^-^the worthy owiiers 
tiiereef having {^referred tlnrowiog tbemaway to 
using them courageously: however, be it re*» 
membered» these fellows were amongst the tw^elve 
who had originally occasioned the diqante. ' 

A report reached us that the army of Napo- 
l^n had been beat^i in aU directions« Shortly 
after, we received the news of Us abdication 
and exile to Elba ; as also the intelligence of 
peace having been coneladed with France. T^ 
exultation hereupc» was miiv«rsal, since it now 
appeared quite certain that we should speedily 
be discharged, according to thetenntof ourcopi* 
tulation. But we w^re again disappointed ; as 
the English government, in spite of the restora- 
tion of peace and dowttibll of Baonaparte^sadmed 
incredulous of the stability of the pfesent state of 
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things ; and in the exercise of this inoredulity, 
subsequent events proved them to have been 
wise. After some interval, appeared a few 
French vessels bearing the white flag ; and short- 
IX after, a naval detachment, consisting of a 
frigate and several brigs, which arrived from 
Elba, landed their seamen, who seduced many 
of our soldiers to go with them on board, and 
these, of course, never returned. It was easy 
to observe, that the commanders of these ships 
were more the agents of Napoleon than of the 
king. 

Not long after the departure of the frigate 
and her companions, we received news of the 
flight of the Emperor from Elba, and that 
Murat, then king of Naples, had acknowledged 
him ; which occasioned orders for us to proceed 
to Milazzo, a town appointed as the rendezvous 
for those troops which were destined to assist 
the restoration of Ferdinand IV. to his pen- 
insular monarchy. With infinite satisfac- 
tion did we take leave of Palermo, of which 
place we were heartily tired; and bade adieu, 
with well-feigned emotion, to our various sweet- 
hearts, whom we buoyed up with expectation of 
^ur speedy return — ^a catastrophe which we 
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Were particularly desirous to avoid* The boats 
came up : we sprang with renewed vigour into 
them, and speedily reached the ship, which 
instantly put off to sea«. Our passage occupied 
but a few hours ; and under a &vorable wind, 
we shot into the bay and harbour of Milazzo. . 

Here were already assembled a considerable 
quantity of troops, English as well as Sicilian ; 
and every day brought fresh reinforcements. 
The Sicilian forces were burning with desire to 
measure arms with the Neapolitan maccaroni, 
and longpbg for the period of embarkation. 

Milazzo has an old castle, reduced to a per- 
fect ruin ; and it was garrisoned by a single re- 
giment. It is defended by walls, but cannot be 
considered a strong fortress, as is represented 
by M. Blaquiere. On one side it is washed by 
the sea, on the other it is bounded by an un- 
fertile and sand-covered plain. 

We found here extremely good and cheap 
wine, but nothing else in the least degree re* 
markable. 

At length» the wishes of the Sicilians were 
accomplished. Six thoi^sand meli, partly of 
that country and partly British, were embarked 



to fiocoin{)aiiy Ihe.king, wboisson^ tonso» bo^4 
an SogUäk veMdir he wim» »aluted by the 
whöh fleet, wbirh jtiow proceeded t0war48 tbe 
ItaHan €<mat« Oft board otur ^hip was to ape» 
tha pr(q>artj of the oUptain ; and hy the euriow 
trioka of fhia aaiktol we were :grea% ainwed* 
An old gmtiettiaii ai Niq>Iea vas likeviise on 
board« in the character of a pa^^sengert he 
wore a penmqiie« and the ape bad for a long time 
otLsi mi^tinl ghuäeee tfaereoit : hi» intentions 
veae obYtemiy io abstiactt It» bat Ihey 'vere 
foiled by ttfie ivMobfuI dä^noe of the i^opcie^ 
tor. One da^» howei^rer» when ve had just 
passed tibe Sti omboU« azid erery ODe's attcmttoo 
was aibfiorbed by the riew of Etna» which lay 
before na^ the misclnevoaB niQidfiey. took adrant 
tage of our ioreAt» to spring .np^ the Neapo^ 
litan» to äeiie the tuKfortunate ^i^» and to 
bound, before any one teoU tntereept him« up 
to tioe cioss-staf of the naddle^mteL Tke la- 
mentotknis of the bereaired <dd gentleman, 
whose bald pate was thus left unprotected» 
excited» ^ the one hand» ovruntreraal oomnase- 
ration ; but« ott the odier« wheiE we looked np aA 
the ape» wboha^l^iif on l^peianuqiietise wmag 
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Öde foToiiott, we bmf t isito iat'oltoiüty nhotits 
of laughter, idiich uUßt it ^ito kfeöfed the 
good-natitr^ los^r biasielf • 

It was ^He 1mp(föilbte i» öiSAth tb^ tiä^f^ 
who olimbed «noeesitveljr to tinr tery high^sft 
point of the inaiät, makifig 80 maü^ ^rfaüäCf^ 
that we Were &My Odsip^^fd to hold out AAm^ 
In the evemng he desoetidedf beftfing with ex» 
traue earefuhtesB the #tokn^ p^ruqtui uhder hk 
ftrm, and faai^enk^ to lito ct&, whieh WttSi si-^ 
toaled liiide» the it^ df th^ ortiÜi> Wh^el We 
docnred him, äöd ipesoiied th^ wigi whieh; We 
r9$U>teA to its di»coäd0tted 0W!l€/r. 

Nothing Wfi» sa(e flroM tho d^r^cfdätiotts of 
diid ill^^Mitux^d diiknal : every tiüng that eame 
in fak wc^ he pfurloüed. ' H^ j^ftetrat^ irrto 
the sleepiBg-roOffii of täie s()l4iei^iK-*i^^ä^d the 
rum-bottles — took them away — thieved the caps 
—and retired with his booty into the masts, &c. 
&c. These gambols serred to divert us infi- 
nitely ; and as the length of the voyage was not 
such as to occasion tedium, we derived there- 
from both health and pleasure. 

We had left the Sicilian coast in the beauti- 
ful season of May, when Nature was invested 
with a robe of surpassing loveliness. The air 
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was genial — the heayeiis pure and serene : thon« 
sands of fishes sported around our vessel, and 
innumerable sea-birds wheeled about the masts, 
ready to devour whatever nught be thrown over- 
board. The ship had not to contend against 
any violence on the part of the waves, which 
vmiformly greeted her starboard ; and the crew 
were freed from the labor of making alterations 
in the tackle. At length, a calm held us en- 
chained some days near the liparian islands ; but 
with a renewal of the same wind which had 
wafted us from Milazzo, we made further yiray. 
The mariners were kind and sociable ; and clean- 
liness was unremittingly observed. We our- 
selves had no work whatever to do, and were 
abundantly supplied with food. In a word> 
every thing was joy and contentment. 
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CHAP. xr. 

View of the shores of Ital^ — Arrival in the Bay of Naples, 
and reception there— Description of the Austrian army — Excur- 
^ons — Departure for Genoa, and residence there — Voyage from 
Genoa to England— Stay at Portsmouth— My discharge from the 
army — Enter the sendee of an English officer— Description of 
Portsmouth and its inhabitants» 



Soon did we perceive in the blue distance the 
coast of Italy, and picturesque objects started 
into view almost every minute-^the prospect 
»undergoing perpetual change. But the propor« 
tioh of our delight was greatly enlarged when 
a nearer approach to shore enabled us to see 
these things, which had been before blended in 
harmonious confusion by distance, in all their 
beauteous detail* The bay of Naples, backed by 
the town itself, stretched out in the shapexof an 
amphitheatre, made a sublime impression upon 
our minds. On one side of the city towered 
Vesuvius, with its neighbour, the Monte Somme ; 
the former always crowned with vapoury cloudy 
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the latter covered well nigh to the summit witb 
grapes, the juice of which often served us to 
drive away care and spleen. The whole country 
on both sides of the bay is, in fact, like one 
huge garden, in which bkx»» all the varieties of 
southern fruit. The line of the coast is thickly 
strewed witb batteriei^ in the loofprhole» of: 
wUch nre pfaieed pieoes of casnieff of tfae^ largest 
calibre, looking äs if they would oppose the 
advance of every passing ship. We, however, 
sailed quite peacefully into port, accompanied 
by innumerable boats and gondolas, filled with 
wril-dmMd ladies and gendem«D, who alter- 
nately raised the cry of King Ferdinand, sod 
King Ge&tge. Every veanl ia the harbour 
hoisted a flag, and we did the aame. The fxesw 
andf erowd of people npen the shore cam hardly 
hedeacrtfaed. Elegant Garriagesv fiacres, — ^husza- 
foni, dbefralier», ladies una gentlemen, soldieis 
of die now diwtdived army of Mioat, — all were 
swarmlng^ like bees together^ The swell of the 
sea was ai this time very strong, and therefore 
w« were iKsafabd from landuig' till next mom" 
ing: hfiTwevor, we wove pretty 9oon at anchor^ 
biut tke rest of the day was spent rather tedi- 
ously, 9& waa aim the engvmg night-— every one 
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bebig: p6fuim^^ #it& an stdenf I^yn^gin^ to 
«Kplöve tbe interior öf the Beaiitifnl tt^vm #Iiic& 
by before oat eyes. Eacli man wfts de^rottift 
to render his aräis ftnd aceoutrettient» as good'^ 
l6ekin^ as posdibie> in ordeif to attract the 
adtiHifation of the NeapoBtan peOpte, Who haye 
tk great fotifdtiess for display • 

tlie i¥iihed-for dawn at length b«^e, and 
ire disembarked withotit loss of time; the whole 
expedil3k>ti(, in the coarse of an hoinr, passing in 
review befcMre the royal phhice, in the gallery of 
wi^h the eiitire staff öf the trioops then in 
Naples was asseis^led. Onr corps^ was par- 
ticularly distinguished in respect to it^ ap* 
pearunce, beadng, and attire; «äd it might 
clearly be tead in our cötMtei^atteei^ that we 
had been^ i^ell entertained ir Mldt en boai^d. In 
a word, all eyes were directed tew^* the new- 
comeri»» and expressions of pleasurable surprise 
were passed commonly from one to toother, 
occasix)nal!y taried by eursei) of Muf at and his 
party. 

A ^ood m^toy of the Ätötrian tifeopd whom 
we met here, presented, on the ether hand, a 
most pitiful figure ;— by teason pai^tly of their 
white uniform, which, from its liendency to« deil. 
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is unfitted for military service ; and partly owing 
to the victnak which had been furnished io. 
them, in a shameful manner^ by the commis- 
3ioners. I myself frequently had occasion to 
observe that these poor fellows were fed upon 
bread consisting more of straw and bran-grud- 
geön than of com. They complained also, in 
particular, of the heavy matches which they 
had made from the Po to Naples ; an^ in addi-? 
tion to these evils, their pay was scandalously 
inadequate; they having received only two 
kreuzers a^piece daily, with the promise that 
their remaining money should be paid to them 
afterwards ! 

On the conclusion of the review, we were 
made acquainted with the situation of our quar- 
ters, which were fixed in the district of Santa 
Magdalena, in the back-ground of the bay, at 
the southern end, near the base of Vesuvius. 
I should have liked exceedingly to have made 
an excursion to the adjacent ruins of Pompeii 
and Herculaneum ; but the soldiers of Murat^ 
who were roaming about in lawless bands, ren- 
dered travelling very unsafe. We went how- 
ever several times to Vesuvius without the 
permission of our officers^ and intended to climb 
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to its summit; bnt time was always wantmg to 
enable ns to do so : we were obliged therefore 
to satisfy ourselves with so much as we oould 
see of the mountain without incurring punish- 
ment for our curiosity, returning generally much 
delighted. The fine prospects of the bay and 
city recompensed us fully for the fatigue of our 
various rambles. 

King Ferdinand IV. speedily re-ascended 
his ancient throne, amidst the joyful acclama- 
tions of his subjects.™ This circumstaiice gave 
occasion to a great many different festivities ; 
and the Neapolitans exerted themselves by all 
the means in their power to exhibit their at- 
tachment to the restored monarch and his family. 

Our business was now finished here.; there- 
fore we again embarked, and in the month of 
August, 1815, proceeded to Genoa, where we 
expected to receive our discharge, as had been 
decreed by the British parliament : this how- 
ever was not even yet the case, and the spring 
of 1816 found us stillin service. 

We made the passage to Genoa in a very 
short period, being favored both by wind and 
weather« Once more were my senses enchant- 
ed by the gulf of Naples and its beautiful en- 
virons, particularly by the gigantic volcano and 
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fhe mnneroüB ^rmeyBStds mnümidiitg it> vfkos/A 
fhats had so often bewitcltiefd me m efiothiMf 
seHse : nev^r AAl I forget tbe exquisite fl^ 
T^emr of the LaerymA Chridtii whic^ however I 
tatt dooined no more to taste. Out ressel gi^ 
ded pleasantly throi^^h the Httte narrow passen 
of Isehia and Precida, to both of whieh islands 
we approached near enough to distinguish the 
Tarious objects on the land. At no great dis* 
tance might be observed the. orater of an ex- 
tinguished Tokano, $hA the shore waa strewed 
with large and eanall pieces of pumice-stone» 
Lovely vineyards stretched theaiflelves over the 
rest of each island, whilst opsmges and other 
trees peeidiiu? to the warm south were growing 
in large qmmtities. 

By and by all this scene disappeared, an^ 
was succeeded by a view of the promontory on 
whieh Terracina is situated. Without experi- 
encing any cross accident, we approached io 
Elba and to the adjoining island of Capraja^ 
which latter rises quite bare out of the surface 
of ocean, like a huge sand^down^ This island is 
in fact uninhabited, and is frequented only by 
dwellers in Liburna and Genoa, for the ptHP- 
pose of fishing. 

Near the last-mentioned place, we observed 
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the cattle of DianoBtiy which foiBM the highest 
somimt of tke fef tafeatioDt of the town, and k 
oaijr TEiMeiiiolear wsathi» ; its gnus cmmnand- 
iag the irfadb port smA toadstead« The light« 
Ikouse is ti» first object percehred on entermg 
the harbour of €eeDoa« die iqypr oa^di to which i» 
a» aarroir, tint from either »de the entrance of 
a vessel ean be, if not wholly prerented, at least 
rendered extremely d^linilt. Close by is the 
piflfce of public execution; and just as oor ship 
was passing, the gallows were graced by the 
^KhiUtion of a h)ng-bearded Genoese. On the 
old Mola we eame to anebor^ and so near shore, 
tint without nuioh effort we ooqM spring to 
kad. Here» .id fact, we did disembark, and 
went, through ttie Punta del Baneo, to the 
qoBurter St. Thomas. 

< Quite difereBt did we 'find this part of Italy 
from its mote southern regions : . the habits of 
the peopler were more cleanly — their characters 
a&ore r^ied and op^i^; and it was easy to oh- 
asrve that w« were by some degrees nearer to 
ouflT dear natire country, 

Genoa, during its repsblioaft cosstitatioB» 
must havebeen a very eons]d€«^le dty ; for, on 
all sides we heard complaints of the d&ninxm 
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tion of commerce and prosperity ; wlulst, never" 
theless, it appeared to us» that even at the pre* 
sent time both land and sea trades were going 
on very successfully. The many beautiful pa- 
laces, and other fine buildings, prove beyond 
doubt that the founders of Grenoa must have 
been a wealthy and powerful people. The 
Dona Palace, at the Gate St. Thomas, as well as 
that near the Gate del Aqua, are certainly both 
very remarkable structures : in the latter was 
at that time Ipdging Major Gen. Phillips ; and 
I had consequently frequent opportunities of 
seeing the inside of this fine edifice. Paintings 
in fresco, representing the wars of the Cru-^ 
sades, embellished the whole corridor, the lob- 
bies, and antechambers ; and often have I stood 
for hours together gazing on the athletic pro- 
portions and noble countenances of these heroes. 
The hall presented an arcade of several thou- 
sand feet in length, on the walls of which were 
depicted groups of females weaving sails, A 
stranger would stand a chance of utterly losing 
his way by following the labyrinthine cross- ways 
pf this huge apartment. 

The galley-slaves in the naval assenal demand 
^ word or two of notice. These men are inured 
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to the hardest labor ; and often did I observe the 
poor wretches, who by the bye are composed of 
the most depraved and Vilest of the population, 
dragging^ like beasts of harden, loads of tre^ 
mendous weight. The arsenal itself is very 
iarge^ and contains all the warehouses which 
are concerned in the trade of ship-building : 
and it is a great pity that this port possesses only 
wharfs for small ships and galliots, which latter, 
however, are very useful, both to defend the 
coast and to make excursions in ; often starting 
from the port to engage with the corsairs, who 
are continually crossing this part of the Medi« 
teranean. Some days previously to my depart» 
ure, for instance, a Tunisian corsair was cap^ 
tured by one of these small vessels. 

The fortifications of Genoa are regular, and 
their construction has been attended with consi« 
derable expense. Mounting the walls at the 
Porta St, Thomas, you may walk without inter* 
ruptiott all round the city, the parapet being 
built of brick, and kept in excellent repair. 

The severity of the current winter tried us a 
great deal ; as, from loiig experience of warmer 
climates, we found a noTdieni aspect intolerable. 
Most of ua indeed had not witnesaed^ for 
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aeveral ydart, eithef ioB or.sncrw in any degree 
deserving aotioe« 

In the spring of 16l€ ^we ^tanbarked for Eng* 
land^ OB a^ ooflst <tf which wt airlv^ in the 
fluntb of March: here I gr^ iU, and fetl 
diortty aftertrardfl into a nervant feter of kmg 
dnntticoy which bfOtt^t me ni^ to death'« 
door. I was conveyed to' the militfiry boapital 
at Pörtsnumth« wher^ I lay fof a considerable 
time ^ite senseless ; my comsades meaawhild 
beiirg hcnotably disebaigedi and sent home to 
tlieb. DOtm cetfBtiieiS'-« ietU which came te wj 
knoisled^e 'Bt a mibseqiient {>efiod* Bepeatediy 
^ i, to ril Bj^antBoe, rapidly reeover, and as 
often «ereiB telapse» thrcrw me beek into my 
former state of smkness; so that^ after the e^^Bra« 
tien ef « jwarand a half» I Was rtifi on fisgUsh 
grcmnd» and in the English senrioe»: «t iengtb 
{ was so far restored as to tender my di^hargb 
HO longOT ineligüde. During my UlBeSS I b0A 
saved, a fittle moaey^ so iäx&t I might perhaps 
have been Woarth the sum of a btmdtäd pait^ 

The day of my depfflrtnre wsis fixed» ^en by 
chance I was iatrodncad to the liotice at an 
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officer of high rank, who wanted a seirant. I 
engaged myself to this geDtleman at a monthly 
salary of fotnr pounds ; and for the -space of a 
year and a half t conlmaed perfectly gatisied» 
One soiffce of my comfort may have be«n pro^ 
babfy derived from my mastoids acquaititanc^ 
with Hie %aibit8 of my own countrymen ; for 
servants in England^ spfeaking generally, are 
not Kindly ti^eated, b^g regarded by thcar em- 
ployers more as necessary evils thaii in any 
other fight. 

After some time, my tnaster was ordered frojä 
Portsmotrfh, to l» incorporated into a regiment 
which was in garrison in the metropolis. It was 
with considerable regret that t foand inysetf 
obliged to quit this sea-port, where I had formed 
many agreeable connexions, and had altogether 
passed my time very pleasantly, 

Portsmotrfli has so large a harbour, that it is 
capable, if necessary, of sheltering the whole 
English fleet, and is ^fefended by tiiree forts. 
He Wharfs for ships atid ammunition tire quite 
astonii^mig, both as regards convenience and 
extent. A hospitä! and a navat school, each 
arranged for the reception of 3,000 persons, are 
admirably appropriate to tiie • place. Almost 
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every hour vessels arrive from the various parte 
of the world which are engaged in commerce» 
In every quarter of the town, you inay he^r 
different sorts of languages — ^including those of 
civilized Europe and the ruder tongues of Asia 
and America ; native and foreign sailors throng-^ 
ing about in all directions, in search of the uni-- 
versal object — pleasure. 

The inhabitants of the place, however, avoid 
as much as possible any connexion with these 
sons of Neptune, who, for the most part, arQ 
drimken and mischievous : at the same time, 
mach kindness is shown to them when they are 
placed in circumstances which call for its exerr 
dse, as is not unfrequently the case. Tlie 
guard-rooms are often filled with such guests ; 
the sailors of English vessels not seldom gracing 
these receptacles, being much accustomed to be 
overcome by liquor, and having generally more 
money to spend than the seamen of other coun-* 
tries. When so thoroughly intoxicated as to be 
scarce able to raise an arm, they will chal* 
lenge every person they meet, — ^shaking their 
double fists as if to level with the earth their 
supposed antagonists: hence the guards are 
obliged to fall upon them in a body, in order to 
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secure them and to preTent mischief. Wheu 
overpowered» and lying as it were in immove- 
able masses, they resort to the use of oaths,, 
cursing God, and swearing at every body around ; 
it then becomes necessary to gag them ; which 
process is performed by putting a stick across 
the mouth, fixed by a string passed behind the. 
hat — so that neither the lips nor tongue can be 
at all moved. Thus the swearing and roaring 
are prevented, and blubbering succeeds, only 
terminated by exhaustion and sleep. 

Such is a specimen of the extravagance of 
these people, which pervades, in fact, all their 
actions ; — and yet, in spite thereof, they are by 
,the natives of this maritime country much 
nu^e respected and humoured than men at- 
tached to the land service. I have myself, 
during my stay here, witiiessed the infliction of 
gross insults by the lowest of the populace upon 
both officers and privates of the military, whilst 
the most shabby-looking sailors were treated 
with astonishing courtesy. 

The soldier is, in truth, upon English ground, 
an undervalued being, distasteful to all ranks, 
except perhaps the very highest, by whom he is 
more regarded as an useful engine than with 
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any sympathy in his pmniiiita or feeliogs. 
Throughout the whole kmgdopsi the banracfcs 
of the military are plaoed out^e the towns, 
within which not even the commanding officers 
reside; the soldiers being only at stated inter- 
yals of the day permitted to enter the town, 
Mad being then frsqnentlj watched by the 
Serjeant. Under these circumstances, the Eng* 
lish soldier feels himself more advantageously^ 
situated abroad than in his own country« and I. 
was extremely happy that I was no longer 
attached to the standard of the British surmy. 

I never could, indeed, from first to last, 
accustom myself to the English habits and 
manners ; and I think that it almost amounts 
to an impossibility for any Frenchman or Ger- 
man to do so; for it is hardly to be described 
how proud^ stiff, and reserved is the demeanour 
of the self*wrapped-«p infaabitatits ef this island. 
Even those who have been travellers on ihe 
continent, and consequently necessitated; in 
some degree, to accustom themselves to the 
good Grennan manners> are arrogant enough. 
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CHAP. Xll. 

Journey to tondoB— Airival In the Thames-— View of the 
HetropoIU'— CnttOB-boiiae-^Laftdon «nd its inluibitaiits-«- 
B«Mu^g|*^Baiik» of the riTer-^-Shopi, and their biilliant ap- 
pearance at night — Guildhall — Royal Exchange — The Bank 
— Somerset-hooQe — ^Westminster Abbey — St. Paul's Cathedral 
— ^Public Charities—The ladies of Loodon^-^latations of 
£ngli4HBeii-<-Pia«BSM incident to the capital — ^Epiti^ph»^ 
Obserraliooa 09 tlie Si^glii^h chaiactar^*-Domestic, sooial, and 
ccunioercUl hAbits of the Londoners — A Sunday in London. 



Now I swam again upon the deceitfal ele- 
ment, and in a vessel of a oharaeter quite novel 
to me — a steam-boat. Utterly surprised was I 
on. entering this vessel, the ingenious arrange- 
ment of which powerfully excited my curiosity, 
seeing that it took the place at ouee of both 
sails and wind; Hiat without either mast or 
canvass the boat should outstrip in speed the 
swiftest sailing-vessel, appeared to me af that 
time little less than miraculous. Thus whilst 
we fled along, the shores quickly receded ; and 
in th§ course of this voyi^ I obtmned a glimpse 
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of Deal and Dover, two large coasting towns ; 
opposite the latter of which, in the blue dis- 
tance, lay Calais and the French shore ; — so near 
was I to that land which contained my beloved 
family. A yearning of aflfection for my country 
and my friends came over me ; but the desire 
of becoming better acquainted with the world, 
— so fair an opportunity of indulging which was 
now before me, — overcame every other feeling. 

We anchored by Deal for a few hours, to set 
ashore passengers. Here is no port, only an 
open roadstead, which was filled with ships; 
and here, as well as at Portsmouth, were a great 
many dismantled men-of-war, their crews being 
discharged, and roaming about the diflTerent sea- 
port towns, destitute of employ — the English 
naval force having undergone a great reduction 
since the peace with France. 

Shortly afterwards we rounded the point of 
Dover, and hastened towards the mouth of the 
Thames, into which our vessel soon darted^ Up 
the river we went with increased velocity, and 
but a short time elapsed before the giant-city, 
— the capital of all the capitals of Europe— rose 
upon our view. The mere sight of this vast 
wonder is sufiicient almost to realize the En^ 
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glish boast, that London alonei is as large as all 
the principal towns of France united*. 

The river was filled with vessels of every size 
and description. An immense number of boats 
were sailing up and down — some with provisions 
—others with coab-others, again, with parties 
of pleasure merely. In a word, the whole pre- 
s^ited the semblance rather of a huge public street 
than of a river. We soon arrived at the Cus- 
tom-house ; and although come from an English 
sea-port, my master was obliged to produce his 
papers, and I to exhibit his effects, in order to 
make manifest that there were amongst them 
no foreign articles subject to duty. My master 
being a military officer, was not long detained ; 
and I hastened, as quickly as possible, with two 
porters, whose assistance I had engaged for ten 
shillings, to our lodgings, which were not very 
distant from the landing-place ; so that my sur- 
prise was excited by their asking so much for 
such a little way : my master however did not 
think it exorbitant, and paid the money without 
hesitation. 

The first impression made on my mind by the 
sight of this vast city was not altogether agree- 
able; and one principal cause of this may be 

H 
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found in the smoky atmosphere by which its 
long narrow streets are enveloped, and which 
clothes even the cupolas of its towers. As I 
approached it ' by the river, the fine country 
spread around relieved greatly this dusky hue, 
and formed a striking contrast, in its clearness 
and beauty, to the sombre mass before me. The 
capital is seven miles in length, and five miles 
in breadth, and is computed to contain about 
150,000 houses, and a million of inhabitants.'' 
The general material employed in building is 
brick, which soon assumes, owing to the uni- 
versal use of sea-coal fires, a sooty appearance ; 
and even where architectural elegance has been 
displayed, the confined situation of such edifices 
renders it almost impossible to view them to 
advantage, if indeed they are not wholly over- 
looked. Most of the houses are two stories in 
height above the ground-floor; having an under- 
ground kitchen, with cellar and other appurte- 
nances. The servants* apartments, generally 
speaking, are not at all to my taste, although my 
lodging was, it must be confessed, a little better. 
The streets have all of them flag-stones on 
each side, for 4he accommodation of foot-pas- 
sengers, who would t)therwise incur great hazard 
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from the quantity of equestrians, and of car** 
riages of every description. 

The communication between the city and the 
borough of Southwark, * , intercepted by the 
Thames, is rendered facile by means of five 
bridges, to which a sixth has just he&a added. 
Amongst these the two iron bridges aire the most 
remarkable, which are about 1200 feet long and 
forty feet wide« The older ones are emb0llish-' 
ed with carved figures ; but it struck me as not 
a little strange, that the banks of this noble 
stream, flowing as it does through the first com- 
mercial city in the world, should be destitute of 
quays and other ornamental structures, such as 
I have seen in Paris and elsewhere. 
^ The shops and warehouses are so numerous 
and elegant as to baffle all description: they 
occupy the whole of the ground-floor ; and, in 
this respect, London by far excels any other 
town. I was soon enabled to observe, that 
these places not only attracted the females of 
the metropolis to gaze at them, and to make 
purchases of various kinds, but were used by 
these fair ones tis rendezvous for meetings, with 
persons of the other sex, — a circumstance by 

* The author exnmeoiisljr says Westmiiuter. 



172 THE ttmSMAN/S COMRADE» 

no means objeefed to by the shopkeepeirs tli«m« 
selves. 

In both winteir and summer, this gpreat eity 
is beautifully. lighted up with gas, the glare of 
which species of ilhiminalion seems to resder 
unneeessary any assistance from the heavenly 
luminaries. I had no opportunity, during my 
stay, of seeing more than the outside of the se- 
veral remarkable public buildingi^, with the ex^ 
ception of the Tower, whither my master, who 
had to transact business there, took me. This 
place might be with greater propriety called 
Towers, there being more than one, which serve 
to form the castle or fort, and protect the other 
buildings of -die enclosure. I took only a sHght 
view of these buildings, consisting of numerous 
srtreets, &c. The Tower Cbapd was closed ; 
but^a soldier of the garrison, who was on duty, 
told me that many victims of despotism were 
buried here, and confirmed his assertion by 
naBiing certain instances. . The menagerie con* 
tains a good niany wild beasts; but th^^bore 
the'fQ)pearance, to me, of being in a very siekly 
state. Although I should have been much gnu 
tified thereby, I could not obtain admission t^ 
view the Jeiwets of the. imperial crown. The 
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armonry <fid not please me : it oontaias ^ im^ 
mense quantity of arms, of every descriptron^--- 
some amongst them being exceedingly onrious ; 
but I had little satisfaction in gazing upon th^se 
instrum^ts of destruction* The Mint is like« 
wise close in the neighbourhood, but I could not 
see its interior. . 

This was the siirn total of what J saw in the; 
Tower of London : there are many t)ther ^>ec- 
taoles exhibited therem ; but the payment of a 
shilling for each sight Tendered the ainusemeats 
too dear for the pocket of a servant.® 

The town-house, or Guildhall, of the city, 
seemed to me im larger than that of many Crer* 
man towns. The exterior is embellished with 
statues j and inside is an iinm^ise roäm> on enter- 
ing which you are struck with the appesuraiüce of 
two gigantic figures rudely constructed of wood, 
and pitifully daubed with paint. These mon* 
sters are denominated Grog and Magog, and 
many grotesque stories are told of them by the^ 
lower t^lasse*. The hall is ornamented, besides, 
with nimierous picforesandstatues of royal and 
otherwise distinguished individuals« ; 

The lExchange is a structure well Worthy of 
observation, it being the very nucleus of com- 
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merce, where merchants of every nation under 
the sun congregate daily. 

The Bank of England is of immense extent, 
and its exterior struck me as being remarkably 
handsome. The interior, ^with which I am un- 
acquainted, is said to be not so good ; but the 
importance of the establishment to the general 
interests of this mercantile kingdom is incon- 
ceivably great. The statue of Charles II. 
which ornaments one of the entrances, looks more 
like that of a Turk than of an Englishman. 

Somerset-house bears more of the appearance 
of a palace than any other public building in 
London. It is situated in the very heart of the 
capital, on the bank of the Thames, which is 
there wider than at any other point of its me- 
tropolitan channel : but you have no view of the 
river except at the back of the edifice ; and even, 
there, the prospect of the noble line of bills 
which, rise on the opposite side is cooped in by 
wharfs and other buildings. 
. The first view of the splendid Gothic struc- 
ture, called Westniinster Abbey, filled me with 
admiration; a feeling which was not, however, 
increased upon a nearer scrutiny. The other 
churches of .Westminster I did not examinej 



r 
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since they have no celebrity except on account 
of the monuments enclosed therein» which are 
valuable only to connoisseurs. St. Paul's Ca- 
thedral,* with its two cupolas and magnificent 
dome, is venerable and imposing ; but its interior 
strikes the beholder with nothing more than a 
sense of extent ; the bare walls and vacant area 
producing an unfavorable contrast with the 
lavish richness of the external decoration. The 
same observation which I made respecting the 
Westminster parish-churches will hold good 
with regard to those of the city, into which I 
felt no temptation whatever to enter. 
. The metropolis of Britain abounds with pub- 
lic charities of every kind, which have the. re- 
putation of being ^admirably adapted to their 
several purposes, and reflect peculiar honor 
upon the humane liberality by which they have 
been established. 

The large coffee-houses, the Pantheon, and 
a number of other public buildings and walks, 
I saw only in passing ; my small leisure and my 
master's short sojourn rendering any further 
acquaintance with them impossible. To each 
of the two great national theatres, Drury-Lane 
mi Covent-Garden^ I went but once : indeed, 
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I had no occasion to repeat my visit in order to 

be convinced that they were not calculated to 

> 

afford me the least gratification. The various 
other theatres I know by name alone. 

Larger than in any other town in the world 
is the number of courtezans in London, who, 
like the greater part of their countrywomen, are 
extremely handsome, and who form separate 
classes amongst themselves ; — ^independently of 
all which, a considerable body of married women 
and girls of fair reputation are to be met with, 
who bestow their favors with prudence and 
caution, keeping on the safe side of circum- 
stances. The English females generally, how- 
eyetj aire chaste and estimable, not enduring the 
least approach of voluptuousness either in word 
or deed ; and it is very possible to forfeit their 
good graces altogether even by a single un- 
guarded expression, — as was once the case in 
my own instance. I saw the daughter of a 
neighbour, whose trade was that of a farrier, in 
the act of sewing shirts, and asked her, without 
the most distant idea of giving offence, if she 
could recommend somebody who would do a 
similar good office for me. To this question« 
put in the greatest simplicity, I not only received 
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no answer, but the girüs frowning countenance 
manifested that I had inonrred her displeasure« 
I was afterwards informed by a friend, that the 
GQStom of the country forbade any allusion, in 
the presence of yirtnons females, to shirts, 
chemises, garters, small-clothes, or any other 
article worn in the immediate Ticinity of the 
person. I%e women of the lower classes, how- 
ever, are treated by their husbands with great 
coarseness and vulgarity, against the exercise of 
wfateh they do not even venture to remonstrate. 
It is said that instances occasionally occur of 
wives bang sold by their spouses in the public 
markiet, but nothing of the kind took |>lace 
during my stay ; and I am disposed to regard 
the circumstance, if it ever does happen, as one 
equally rare as disgusting. 

The salutations in use amongst these haughty 
islanders are altogether different from those 
which custom has established amongst the 
Germans. Frequently have I heard ä fine 
gentleman commence his address to an acquaint«- 
anoe thus: " D — ^n you, you dog! how d'ye do?*^ 
or, " Where the devil did you come from?" nor 
are the^her parts of their colloquy free from the 
introduction of similar refinements. When in 
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the company of iddies, howeyer, this mode of 
talking is wholly laid aside^ and they become^ for 
the most part/ reserved and silent: indeed, th^ 
minutes seem to be anxiously counted until the 
retirement of the females enables them to in- 
dulge in those parts of speech native to and 
beloved by them. 

' I had heard that it v^as considered fashion- 
able in London to be , out of health at certain 
periods of the year : my little circle was per? 
haps too humble to adopt this mode; but there 
was no lack of sickness nevertheless. Nervous 
disorders are a good deal patronised by the 
Londoners, at least by the upper classes 
amongst them; but cases of this kind did not 
fall within n\y observation. I hope the tempe- 
rate habits and disposition to labor so common 
in Germany, will prevent my countrymen from 
falling victims to this English malady. 

Instances of self-destruction were reported to 
me almost daily, and the reasons assigned for 
them often excited my surprise; whilst the Eng- 
lish, on the contrary, thought them quite suf-r 
ficing. The epitaphs on the grave-stones, in 
the various burial-places, struck me as being 
frequently very strange: as, for instance, I read 
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in one place^ — '* My wife has turned me out o| 
the world : death has become my life^ and the 
king of terrors my brother." 
,. A true and thorough description of the En- 
glish character would probably be beyond my 
ability : I feel indeed that much higher talents 
than my own are requisite to comprehend and 
set down its subtle peculiarities. . Frequently 
when I believed that I had made up my mind on 
the subject, fresh circumstances induced me tq 
alter my opinion, and a new aspect of the 
national character was presented to my mind. 
Often did I feel acutely my want of the address 
and general intelligence necessary to enable a 
man to mix with confidence in the society of 
this wondrous place ; where even the depr^ve<^ 
portion of its inhabitants— the common thieves 
— carry on their profession with a tact and skill, 
that require, in order to counteract them, the 
exercise of unwearied caution. Social life in. 
London, particularly amongst the polished cir- 
cles of the west end, difiers essentially in< its 
peculiarities from the methods adopted in Ger- 
many. When we retire to rest, the fashionables 
of the British metropolis begin to congregate 
for pleasure ; and at the pale dawn, universal 
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Imstle and ammatioii still continiie. At thiM 
o'clock p. m. the Bond-street lounger, just turn* 
ed out, salutes his friend with ** good morning T 
and after dinner, which is taken at seven or 
eight o'clock, or perhaps later, he exchanget^ 
ihis phrase for '* good evening P so that for 
hiin there is no noon at alL These dinners last 
sometimes, at least the wine and dessert, until 
the very middle of the night, by which means 
supper becomes superfluous, tea being served 
directly after dinner. During the meal, little 
is said, and no great deal of wine drunk, all 
continuing pretty orderly : but no sooner is the 
cloth removed, which is a mute sign for the re- 
tirement of the ladies, than strong wines are set 
upon table, and lustily pushed about. With 
the circulation of the glass politics are intro- 
duced, and often canvassed with no small aspe- 
rity ; seldom one of the guests departing with- 
out having paid due homage to the rosy god 
Bacchus, even to the extent, in some instances, 
of prostration under the table. 

Very different from this, however, are the 
proceedings of the plebeian classes. From the 
earliest to the latest hour, these people are in 
constant activity. At break of dawn, numeroui^ 
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oarti and other conveyaiices are on the alect for 
the SQppiy of the metropolis with various arti^^ 
cles of ^foodi snch as vegetables, &c» which are 
brought in cart-loads from the surrounding 
eottntry places* Later in the morning are to be 
seen nnnAers of coal-drays^ drawn by gigantic 
black horseS) the' motion of ^hich to and from 
the coal depots is well nigh perpetual, and by 
which all parts of the town are sijipplied. Aß 
the day advances, the carriages and cabriolets 
are put into activity, between which it is some« 
times difficult for the pedestrian to steer with 
safety across the road. Men with bills stuck 
upon their hats, or at their backs, go about the 
streets, offering, for some penny or so, their 
printed songs, lists of malefactors, dying 
speeches, &c« or forming a kind of locomotive 
advertisement to some trading establishment« 
Thus the scene eternally changes throughout the 
whole capital ; and on the approach of evening 
the crowds even increase, owing to numbers of 
the working^people getting free from their day's 
business — ^nor is quiet restored until midnight, 
and then only partially. 

What a contrast to this ever-active principle 
of life and motion is presented by the dull, 
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stagnant, unendurable monotony of the Sunday! 
It aJETords certainly a remission of labor to the 
mechanic who toils through all the rest of the 
week ; but to the man of fashion, in particular, 
its stupidity must be tedious in the extreme. 
All mirthful indulgences, whether public or 
private, are strictly forbidden; and before the 
termination of the day even those who had been 
longing for it during all the previous six, seem 
heartily tired of their holiday. 

My short residence in London, and the su- 
peradded want of time and opportunity, pre-> 
vented me from obtaining more than a superficial 
knowledge of its various characteristics; and 
there are already so many acute and interesting 
accounts of the British metropolis furnished by 
men of talent, that the limited nature of my 
information is scarcely matter of regret. 
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CHAP. XIII. 

. Journey to Gravesend, and voyage from thence to China — 
Description of the shipwreck of the Cabalva— Stranding of the 
vessel — Revolt of a part of the crew, and their punishment — 
Arrival at the Cape of Good Hope — Horrible scenes during the 
shipwreck. 



In the spring of the year 1818 I accompanied 
my master on a journey to Gravesend, at which 
place he visited his friend Captain Dalrymple, 
of the East-India Company's naval force: I 
acquired the favorable notice of this latter gen- 
tleman, and was by him persuaded to go in his 
service on a voyage to China. In the vessel I 
became acquainted with a young German, who 
then filled the office of midshipman ; and I will 
take advantage of his journal to make Hiy readers 
informed of the particulars of our voyage, adding 
such circumstances as occurred to myself indi- 
vidually. 

On the morning of the 14th of April, 1818, 
the Cabalva, an East-Indiaman, of about 1,200 
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tons, destined by the direction of the Honorable 
Company for the coast of China, and commanded 
by Captain Dabrymple, set sail from Grayesend. 
The ship's company consisted idtogether of 180 
men ; including six officers, a snrgeon, an as- 
sistant-surgeon, seven midshipmen', one pas- 
senger, who had been a purser in the employ 
of the Company and was destined for Canton, 
and the servant of the captain. 

At Ghravesend I* went on board as midship- 
man ; and the captsdn, who behaved very kindly 
to me, as I had made the same voyage with him 
once before, offered me, in proof of his friend-i^ 
ship, the vacant situation of sixth officer. Iii 
the commencement, I was unwilling to undertake 
this charge, which was attended with few solid 
advantages and would entail upon me some ex* 
pense : but the captam succeeded in repressing 
these objections, and accordingly the coat-sleeve 
of my uniform became decorated with six but^ 
tons. 

We endeavoured to make our crew as com- 
plete as possible, and having done so, set sail iA 
company with the Lady Melville, a vessel like- 

* The reader wOI please to observe, that it is the author*! 
friend -who spe«ks, daixig this nairative, in Ifae first peivoti. 
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wise in the Honorable Compan/s service. We 
passed throBgli the Channel under a fevorable 
wind but in dusky weather» being guided by an 
old experienced pilot. At eleven o'clock in the 
forenoon of the 17th instant, whilst proceeding 
quietly under easy sail, and making eleven knots 
an hour (the Ower-light ship being N.N.E. of 

ft 

us), we in one instant found ourselves aground— 
at first slightly, but subsequently experiencing, 
.four or five times, very powerful concussions. 
Our pilot, alarmed by this sudden and unfore-' 
seen mishap, grew pale, but shortly recovering 
his self-possession, he directed the helm to be- 
put a-port, and we ag^ain got sea-room and 
resumed our voyage* The ship-carpenter was 
instructed to examine the vessel, tmd reported 
that there was four inches water in the well, 
which in a very short period increased to nine 
inches. A council was oow held, to decide 
whether we should proceed, or go into port to 
get our ship caulked. The decision was to pro* 
ceed; and the pilot, quite dejected in conse^ 
quence of this misfortune, having been put 
ashore, we again made way. 

By the leak the water increased fourteen 
inches an hour, and we were ' compelled to liet 
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the pumps in motion, and to work at them day 
and night. Both wind and weather however 
were in our favour ; and we should have been 
perfectly contented, did not the unceasing noise 
of the pumps, and the staggering of the ship at 
the least sea that struck her, constantly remind 
us of our danger. 

We passed, with the customary ceremonies, 
the equinoctial line; and shortly afterwards 
there arose amongst our people a formidable re- 
volt, which would have been attended with very 
mischievous consequences, had not the resolute 
conduct of the captain and officers speedily re- 
pressed it, — Captain Dalrymple dined one day 
on board the Lady Melville, which was always 
in our close company. The officer who com- 
nianded in his absence was desirous of exhibiting 
to him the skill of our seamen in reefing and 
handing ; and accordingly turned out the hands 
to reef topsaUs, promising to each a glass of 
grog, in case it was done well. Unluckily those 
who were on the fore-top executed their task in 
such a bungling manner, that the fore- topsail was 
absolutely spoiled; in consequence of which 
they were immediately ordered down, and severe- 
ly started. A good deal of grumbling and dis^ 
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cpntent hence ensued amongst the crew, several 
of whom stood daringly forth, and did not hesitate 
to use very menacing expressions. These were 
promptly imprisoned — a circumstance which, far 
from tranquillizing, served still more to exaspe* 
rate the crew ; and when the captain, at eight 
o'clock in the evening, came aboard, the hands 
were turned out for punishment. The lanterns 
were instantly lighted, and one of the culprits 
seized pp: the boatswain was ready to execute 
the captain's sentence, so soon as it should be 
pronounced ; when, at once, as on a given sig- 
nal, a number of belaying-pins, (short iron bolts,) 
which seemed to be thrown from the masts, 
came rattling upon the heads of the officers and 
those who remained faithful to their duty ; and 
with a furious '^ hurra" the whole gang rushed 
on us, shouting " Now all for one, and one for 
all !" with other expressions of defiance. ** Hand 
up the arms !" vociferated the captain : and in 
a few moments each of us was provided with, 
pistol, sword, &c. In the mean time the 
captain had directed that the shrouds should be 
searched, to discover, if possible, the perpetra- 
tors of the outrage. I, together with the se- 
cond officer, performed this duty. We inspect- 
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ed ^ery corner with the ^ints of our sword^^ ^ 
but could perceive no one. My companion de- 
scended again upon deck, having instructed me 
to stay in the main-top. The punishment of the 
condemned sailor now proceeded without further 
disturbance, and he received four clozen lashes ; 
but scarcely had the second culprit been sdiieed 
«p in like manner, wh^ e great oonfdsion arose 
again amongst the crew, and another storm of 
iron bolts was hurled upon the i^cers. The 
captain cried out to me that there must be some 
miscreant concealed aloft, but I assured him it 
was not the case ; and at that instant a feUbw 
was d^ected upon deök, in the very act of heaT-» 
ing the oftsnisiv« missiles, and who, without the 
leai^ delay, was Visited witii six dozen lashes« 
In a similat manner five others were punished, 
each being admonished to be cautious how he 
misbehaVedin jfuture, and to att^d to his duty ;- 
and the affair being brought to an end, the creW' 
were dismissed, but Hot without manifesting a 
good deal of dissatisfaction. No confidence was 
therefore placed in them by the officers, who 
continued the whole night under arms ;— but all 
remained quiet. 
We proceeded on our voyage with a favor*^ 
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«ble wind ; and, at the Gapa of Good Hope, fell 
in with the Honorable Company's ship the 
Scalesby Castle. From this vessel we learnt 
that the Ower-Iight ship, just before we crossed 
the Channel, had drifted sereral miles in shore ; 
by which intelligence the enigma was solved of 
our having run agroimd in such well-known 
roads; and the pilot, captain, and indeed the 
whole ship's company, were cleared of any neg«* 
lect or ignorance on the subject. We now 
perceived that it must have been the elbow- 
point of the Owers, a Well-known reef near 
Portsmouth, on which we were so« suddenly 
stranded, seduced by the false situation of the 
lig^t-ship. ' By the same channel, our captain 
received the pleasant intelligence that his wife 
had been safely delivered of a little girl. 

Some days after, we were separated, in a 
gale, from the Scalesby Castle and the Lady 
Melville ; and our leak grew larger and larger, 
80 that we had twenty inches water every hour* 
Under these circumstances, we agreed not to 
proceed directly for China, but to anchor at 
Bombay fdr the purpose of caulking the ship. 
A contrary wind did not permit us to sail 
directly up the channel of Mozambique ; there- 
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evcni now upon us,— -when suddenly th^ men 
stationed aloft shouted out repeatjedly^ one after 
another» ** Breakers — ^breakers on the larboard- 
bow ! hard aport ! hard aport ! Too late ! All is 
lost! hard aport T' 

My faculties were perfectly benumbed by 
these exclamations ; and I felt for the monogient 
as if enchained by heart-withering ice; but I 
had sense enough to be .aware that there was 
not a single instant to lose. I echoed the 
ominous words to the other officer of the watch, 
jemd ran quickly aft to the wheel : the helm fiew 
aport, the vessel roiuided to^ glanced for a few 
seconds over the rocky bottom, and then, with 
a tremendous hurl« she struck. By the violence 
of the concussion, her bottom was entirely 
quashed ; the masts trembled like aspens ; and 
every thing was crackling and bursting around. 
The wheel spun round like a top, until the hehn 
was hard a-starboard again ; by which action the 
man at the wheel was cast clean over to leeward, 
where he lay, the picture of death. I saw him 
DO more : probably he was actually killed on the 
.^pot, or so mutilated as to be unable to seek his 
own preservation» One of the seamen whom I 
.had placed on the fore yard-arm was likewise 



THE rifleman's C03IRADE. 193 

thrown down, and was either dashed to pieces- 
or carried away by the waves. 

All hands now assembled upon deck — the final 
concussion having cast most of the sailors out of 
their hammocks and cots, and no one being 
willing to remain between decks. Thus, in a few 
moments, the upper deck was thronged with half- 
naked people, and a horrible scene of confusion, 
dismay, and uproar, was exhibited beforfe us ;- 
the orders of the captain and other officers be- 
ing almost drowned in the prevaiUng tumult,, 
which was aided by the splitting of the masts, 
the riving of the sails, anid the bursting of the 
ribs of tiie vessel — the sea meanwhile driving 
over us, sometimes to the height of fifteen feet. 
On all sides the cry arose of ** Loosen the 
boats — set them afloat:" this, however, was 
easier said than done, since all joined in the ex* 
clamation, but no one put his shoulder to the 
work, and the vessel heeled so violently from 
side to side, that it was well nigh impossible to 
set foot firmly upon her. 

*vCut away the mainmast! down with the 
foremast ! stand clear the masts !" was often 
shouted. Every one got out of the way as fast 
as he could, in order to avoid the hazard of the 
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£Edliiig timbers ; and a dicndfuL silence of some 
minutes duration enaiied, during witicb th» 
woik was. accomplished: wiih hatohets and simi- 
lar instraments, until ibe masts gave way, and: 
fell with all their taokling into the foaming 
ocean» 

'' There goes the Cabali^a;!'' said I to myself, 
with an irrepresnble pang : still I did not aban* 
don all hope, and redbubledony. dforts to piotract 
her utter destruction, by aonsting to throw oyer- 
board tha anchors^ bowsprit; and. whatever else 
might lighten the vessel; the bravert amongst 
the sailors helping us with the good-will of man 
towards man: as for obedience and subordi*- 
nation^ tiiey had become idle words^ to which no 
meaning was attached. — No sooner are the 
masts cut aw^y in a sinking ship, than the feel- 
ing of perfect equality arises amongst her crew-. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

1 

Endeavours of tbe ship's coitopany tO' ssve theraseltes — 
Sevenal ale lost — Qiaraeteristic anecdote of a Britisb^seanan-^ 
Death of the captain — Anrival at tlie coral-reef-^Living. on it 
— ^Voyage to a sand-bank, and arrival thereupon. 



Morning dawned, and from tWe Eaftt the 
glorious sun uprose, as if to ndook our exüre- 
mity. " Horror ! horror ! horror 1*^ burst from 
the blanched and part^hed lips of the mariners^, 
when day-light discovered the utter fbriomness^ 
of our situation. It seemed to iisf, after a while, 
that we descried a sail in the distance, and this 
belief animated us with new courage: but 
when the sun had risen a little higher, we per- 
ceived that we were in error, having taken the 
gray poiüt of a coral-reef for a ship. We 
worked meantime with almost supernatural 
effort, and in the very lap of danger, for the 
purpose of floating the large cutter, in winch we 
at length succeeded, and some of the youngest 
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and most active entered therein with eager pre^ 
cipitation, taking advantage of their superior 
strengt to push aside sundry weak and invalid 
wretches, who were thereby left to shift for 
themselves. Capt. Dalrymple declined going 
off in this boat ; but the sworn officers (at least 
the men who had been so called,) all jumped 
on board her, except the second, who after^ 
wards reached shore by swimming in a cork 
jacket ; as did likewise the surgeon, the purser, 
the passenger, some of the midshipmen, and 
several of the seamen ; — and the boat made 
directiy for the reef. 

Wearied to the last degree, I crept to the 
forecjEtstle, wound my arms round the best bower 
anchor-stock, and looked earnestly out to see if 
I could lUscover either land, a sail, or any other 
consolatory object; but nothing calculated to 
give me comfort was visible; the dreadful coral- 
reef, and, further . down, some low sand^banks, 
alone staring me in the face. After the space 
of an hour, the vessel burst asunder, the poop 
and forecastle alone remaining above water, and 
the furious breakers continually ^washing over 
these likewise. 

Captain Dalrymple and some others w^re 
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svimmiDg amongst the rains of the unfortunate 
Cabalva, hemmed round by pieces of mast, by 
yards« ribs, and spars— every moment corered 
%j the waves. The large cutter, with thirty 
men, or tiiereabouts, who had sought her pro- 
tection, was seen dancing upon ocean with 
miraculous adaptation to the humours of the 
angry element, until she touched the rock, 
when a tremendous surf broke over her with 
gigantic power, threw every soul clean out, and 
dashed them against the rocks : indeed, she would 
in all probability have turned broadside to the 
surf before, and been swamped with all the 
party, as they had no oars, had not ope of the 
midshipmen used the precaution to make fast a 
rope to the wreck before they shoved off, the 

4 

slack of which he eased out of the boat, as she 
was driven along by the waves, thus keeping 
her end on to the reef. 

After a short interval, I descried the assist- 
ant-surgeon, an amiable young man, and one of 
my best friend«, «trikiug auray from the wreck 
with infinite presence of mind. Unfortunate- 
ly, however, he placed too much confidence 
in his swimming, and finally, after having nobly 
eombated with mMiy gigantic breakers, he sunk 
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belove lligr eyas kito the boiUag^smd self-tortoi^ 

Wiiilat I jams bmg tr^»bUng iq)OD tbe :vep^ 
of eiteooity» b«t still dinging to «i bqpe tkat I 
anight reACh the rocfc, abovit one bundF^d and 
fifty |wds distant, my eyq« :ga2aiig ya^mtly 
ii|K)n the monntains of water w4iich oame alo-wly 
roJUipg ün, one overtcqpped by the oü^er^ and 
m^acing with tdbeir snowy crests lounediate 
4<«tiwtion,— whilst the insiinot oiseif^^esGrvt^ 
ticm c0Astraia^d me to bald üxmly on. the w^eck ; 
--^-«iidd^illy ilJ»ere stewed lorth« askd hobbled to 
#lKe along Sfime spcirs a^^d piiaces cf worecj^, firom 
the euddy, wj^'^^ was not qfmt^ under water» 
an old ^aB^w; bis #y^ plaiiidy prodainung that 
b6 had epi^iloyed the recent moments m^spiriUml 
^ßjdTioi9§, ia ithe captain's cabia. *^ I think, my 
dear ^" biec)]pped be, '' that it is now I^gb 
time to be off out of this : a'iit you of jthe «awe 

opWkm?" 

'* i dcpa't fcaow, Jozies/' ainsw<€^ed I, '' what 
advice jkt jß b^st to gLve you; bat^ for my ow4i 
pprt^ i bad üratber weiM;har H «^ here awhile 
longer."' 

"At toy i»te/' ar^oiaed »Tones^ "Imuai, 
upon «ay sc^, get a quid of baccy: I canH do 
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Kko knger wiäiout it;" jamA d<am he AiiHSB ioftö 
■fte ^n^^deck^ a {U&äll part xxf whkk i^s ^len 
standmg out of ^mter : be socm, kcrwever, 
eniecge», holdiiig the desived quid tetimMi >1iits 
Affegeans, Imt «qinddy Iraaisfeifuig it H&eiii liiein to 
Us tBifludu '< Nov, my dear «ir," mranied he, 
-''iiere I goes!" vMi wUciiirordbs he jumped gaily 
«ntoboard, (and actiia% snceeefted Jn swimmfig 
4o the rock« AUtaugh engaged in a ^tumtiy 
Btmggle iietwoen life and deaith, I veaUy looidd 
mot f adKsr langfamg wfam I looked Jift^ thU; 
true speciBMU «f tive jBnglifih jaok-tar« By good 
fortune, he caugbt .hold, doriBg Us l^adie, of a 
imle'of «loth, hy mi of vhieh he «teered along, 
a»d kieyit ins jbody fircntn %ei^g 4flgdMid agasiiKt 
the >Tocks» 

These ^dio, like jayself, had^ill tämig to dif- 
fissQut portions of liie wrecks mm $^ev e^rery 
nranent iess in aminber. SoAie ef titemwex« 
ahawly drowved : e<iien hid iMtafcen th0m<* 
aeslves I» m isoviffiet mtih tbe hifloiqB: ^Hbea 
agu wene dnftiii^ upeb locm jspan 4ttid i«ft« 
tefrands tbe reef: no asfistonoe oould fosakiy^ 
he «iidei^ iiy one aooi 4o another« 3)ie«igfaty 
i?r niuBty vhao iutd heen ieft heliind «n the de*- 
{Miiure of the lioat were now meduced to tiie 
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Dumber of about thirty, and these were in the 
most forlorn condition. Amongst them, I re- 
cognisdd the captain in his pea jacket and flan- 
nel dress, the fifth mate, and some midshipmen. 
This renmant was in the greatest possible em- 
barrassment as to what course it was best to 
pursue ; in Which state of incertitude, they ex- 
hausted themselyes to no effect; and a curious 
contrast to their exertions was visible in the 
conduct of certain sailors, who, like our friend 
before mentioned, were sitting in the captain's 
cabin, and drinking in courage under the sem- 
blance of champagne and brandy. 

In the melon time, the long-boat, which was 
large enough to contain all the individuals now 
left behind, got clear'of the wreck : the captain, 
the fifth mate, myself, and about twenty sailors, 
took to it; but scarcely was she shoved ofl; 
before she went to pieces, being struck against 
some large planks, and every one was left to 
provide for his own safety as well as he could, 
several being drowned in the attempt. Capt. 
Dalrymple had stepped into the boat without say- 
ing ä word, but his wild looks expressed clearly 
the anguish of his heart, and his condition was 
altogether t^ly pitiable. Not far from him. 
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i^t the time of tbe boafs being stove in, was a 
poor lady the servant of our mess, who was 
making his first voyage, and now sat cover- 
ed with water. The fall of the timbers had 
broken his arm. He wept bitterly, and called 
aloud to me for assistance. My feelings were 
strongly excited : but what could I do ? I was 
compelled to trust him to his own fortune, and 
shortly afterwards the waves took him away. 

Soon after I had an opportunity of seeking 
safety on a large raft of booms, which was now 
breaking adrift from the wreck ; and was enabled 
to pick up several fellow-suflPerers by heaving 
a rope's end to them to lay hold of. The cap- 
tain, with some difficulty, crawled from the 
mainmast to this raft, he having taken refuge 
upon th^ former after the destruction of the 
long-boat. T had sprung on the raft from the 
forecastle; and two midshipmen, with some 
twenty sailors, likewise contrived in various 
ways to gain it. 

We were fairly launched, and drove towards 
the rock ; but, as if fate would never weary of 
persecuting us, the spars turn broadside to the 
surf, by which they are so violently hurled 
about, that we are cast from one side to the 



oikee, «nd ^tmoBt WhoOf iMftpBckatiod Ironi 
bcAdiog OQ. Wfami I bediiBk ne of the ac- 
tiuiUy mimcttlous anaoner id "irfaich I w«s pre- 
anred throngh thiA acasne, my heart or^rflows 
vidb gratitude to mjr Creator. Many broke 
their arms Mid legs ; and every indiyidoal stri- 
ving to keep ttpfftemosty the stronger trampled 
inhumanly upon the heads and shoulders of 
their feeder fiellow^afferers. It is imposiide, 
however, to give other than a fahtt sketch of 
the scene to those who did not witness it. For 
my own part, ai Üie approadi of each breaker, 
I let go the spars« ^d betook myself to swim- 
ming until it had past — then grasping at them 
9gain« Having thus encountered twetve or 
fourteen of these formidable antagonists, the 
ilo^t was thrown upon the reef. Capt. Dal- 
rymple, on whom I kept an eye as long as it 
was in my power, disappeared cm the attack of 
the second breaker, and I saw him no more. 
Now that sorrow bad removed all former ani- 
mosity, his loss was univarsally lammited both 
by officers and men, since his behaviour had 
been at once kind and resolute, and marked by 
generous feelings towards every one. Six or 
seven seamen met their fate at the same time. 



At iength, wom wxt witii toil tmd despair, we 
gfiiified the rock, against which our fraS con- 
v^ance was dashed with violeiic«, and where we 
found ear messmates phinged hi the extremity 
of dismay, howling and lamenting instead of 
making any exertion to better their circnm- 
stanees. Thxus had we arrived on shore, if that 
name might be grren to a piece of rock not 
many feet in length, and npon which we stood 
up to our middle in water. 

However, my life was for the moment saved. 
My body was. become, from the violence it 
had sustained, quite black and blue, and the 
whole of my clothing had been cut into shreds. 
My companions in suffering received me with a 
hearty welcome, and one man in particular 4)ro- 
fessed his readiness to do me any service, — a 
circumstance which I shall never forget. No 
sooner had I arrived, than he gave me a glass 
of beer, and covered me with whatever he could 
procure for the purpose. This good friend's 
name was William Madden, and we had already, 
before this voyage, been messmates on board 
the Marquis of Ely. 

Now arrived the captain's cutter, with the 
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fifth officer, and five or six sailors, whom we 
had left on the wreck : the members of our for* 
lorn party dispersed themselves on different 
points of the reef; and after a short interval, 
several corpses were washed ashore. We found 
that the number of drowned persons amounted 
to seventeen, including the captain and as- 
sistant-surgeon. All the officers and midship- 
men, the purser, surgeon; passenger, and 110 
sailors, were saved; but who could speculate 
on the continuance of this mercy? Escaping a 
watery grave, starvation stared us in the face. 

Our situation was of a nature to baffle all de- 
scription, and could it have been observed by an 
uninterested spectator, must have presented a 
curious aspect. Our coral-reef, which was al- 
most completely covered with water at the time 
we struck, but which, as the tide ebbed, rose 
gradually out of the sea, keeping off the vehe- 
mence of tha surf, — was strewn all over with a 
confused heap of articles — the relics of the costly 
lading of the Cabalva ; and might have worn 
the appearance of an enchanted island. Casks 
of wine, of beer, and brandy ; — trunks and bales, 
some full, some empty ; — gold, silver, steel, and 
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glass^ wrought in numberless shapes ;— fine En- 
glish muslin^ Irish Unen, &c. — ^all were mingled 
together in the greatest confusion. 

Disorder^ in fact, reigned not only amongst 
our rescued property, but, worst evil I amongst 
ourselyes. The seamen, ahnost frantic, grew 
brutally selfish, — ^sacrificing to that all other 
feelings, and thus augmenting by ungenerous 
conduct the horrors of shipwreck. They be- 
took themselves, in reckless style, to the wine 
and other stimulating liquids; cut open the 
bales of linen, and invested themselves there- 
with : — ^ship-boys, servants, the cook, and com- 
mon sailors,' were dressed in purple and scarlet 
robes^ wearing white turbans, and strutting 
about like kings ; whilst a great many sought 
insane saäsfaction in destroying whatever came 
in their way. 

Meanwhile the officers, in their miserable 
rags, were running here and there, and endea- 
vouriDg, by every means in their power, to put a 
stop to these wanton outrages. Some of them 
knocked in the heads of the spirit and wine 
casks ; some directed the building of a raft, 
and the repairing of the boats ; whilst a few 
seamen wandered towards some low sand-banks. 
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whiob by three or feor miies to tlie vortii-west. 
In die midst of til tkis confasion» and whiist 
some of the people were ea{^yed in swimming 
ashore, the gunner, an old Scotchmsoi, imme- 
diately after having saved himself oo the rodk, 
seeing the guns tumble ov^board, and take 
along with them large pieces of timber to which 
they were lashed, which said lashings belonged 
to his department, — made a cool observation to 
one of his mates, and received as cool a repTy : 
" Ah, David !" says he, *' our guns hold on 
wdl." — "Yes, sir," rejoined the otfa^; "good 
lashings 1" 

I was sorry to observe that nothing was in 
the way of being steadily arranged for the ge- 
neral welfare. Had our boats been made 
thoroughly sea-proof, they could not, it is true, 
have contained half our number ; but not ev^i 
a single effort was perseveringly made, either 
with regard to diem or to the construction of 
rafts ; and meantime the water gradually rose, 
and we were fearful that the tide might come 
in the night and wash ns away. After a while 
I strolled to the sand-banks, where indeed no 
great accession of safety could be expected, 
they being merely downs elevated some two or 
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thrae feet ebove äie inrfiiee of tbe eea» iumI 
iHdigeet te oyefflawiog from the ficst tide. In 
q»te <tf tiieae dn>f ero« howesyer, I felt inoited 
to male tbe trial« find proceeded thither in 
iMHapaiiy with fire or six »ttilor»^ eaeh aum takmg 
with him a bottle or two of port« which, toge- 
ther with spirits, were ia abimdsinoe upon our 
ro(^ ; but we were in wttit of fresh water, aad 
eatables were out of die questioii. 

Without shoe«^ and wfidijig up to the hips in 
water» we struggled slowly orer the hard and 
irreg^ular shore, aod vere fortunate enough to 
meet with a young shark, which, after the lapse 
of half ao hour, we killed, and haled him with a 
string to the bank. This timely sup^y pro- 
mised us the miaterials of a dinner for fifteen or 
twenty men. 

About noon, we leached a little sand-bank, 
which was not many fe«t above the gurface of 
the sea: its length was about one hundred 
and forty yards, and its breadth about eighty. 
We found here a part of our pec^Ie, and by 
and by arrived others ; appearing, for the greater 
part/ in the most grotesque and ridiculous garbs ; 
and some carrying under their arms several 
bottles of wine, of which already they had taken 
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no inconsiderable portion. Some were wrapped 
in pieces of cloth of the most glaring and brilliant 
colours — some in mnslios and silks ; most of them 
wearing, as before mentionedi a sort of tur- 
ban; whilst a few had bonnets or fancy caps, 
which had been sent out to China as private 
trade : all had musUn, cloth, or beautiful skins 
wrapped round their feet, on account of their 
being very much lacerated while wading, like 
ourselves, from the wreck to the land, bare- 
footed ; for not a single pair of shoes had we 
be^i able to save : all were provided with a 
decent stock of cherry brandy or wine, and of 
course pretty far gone. . Some were asleep 
when we arrived, and a few employed in 
bandying jokes ; whilst there were not want- 
ing those who sought the dissipation of severer 
thought in quarrelling and boxing : some were 
sitting about, catchio^ birds; which aniw^fljlp 
seemed perfectly astonished at our arrival, 
gazing on us with great curiosity, and ap- 
proaching without the least consciousness of 
danger* 



MbMi 
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CHAP. XV. 

X«mng on tbd sand-bank — Visit to the wreck^ — Endeavonn 
of aome of the seamen to run away with the large catter— Cari- 
ous adventare respecting a wounded comrade— -Arrival of the 
caulker's mate who had been thought dead, and his report. 



I SPOKH with some sailors^ who appeared 
the most prudent and courageous, to persuade 
them to return with me to the wreck; as I 
believed that^ from the restoration of calm^ it 
nd^t be possible to save some victuals and 
water-casks before the ship went totally to 
pieces; but they answered me in such fine and 
elegant terms, and made such long harangues 
and speeches, that I soon gave over the task, 
convinced there was not a sober man amongst 
them. The large cutter had been hauled 
twenty or thirty yards upon the rocks soon 
after we had reached them; and the fifth 
officer, with eight men, after our departure for 
the sand, had moved her still more out of the 



way of the breakers, and, as we found after- 
wards, passed the night in her a little distance 
from the wreck* 

A young man, who had filled the office of 
captain's clerk, besought me, in imploring ac- 
ceiiütgy 4o Ue down bjr ii» 4»de and die with »khn. 
I Was by no means uirwMIing to gratify him in 
the former respect, since he had chosen foV his 
exit a very comfortable spot ; and I, tired out 
and bruised all over, and hopeless at the same 
time of the co-operation of my fellow-suflerers, 
was «xtremely desirous of rest ; but with regard 
io Hkß latter ctaose, I reserved Ihat for furflier 
«o«ider»tion. -Shortly, -a deep lumber fell 
^ver tue $ ond w)ien, after somefiours, I awoke, 
I peFoeived tfce whole Temainder of the ship's 
oompany assembled. 1%o$e who bad last ar- 
rived, bad bpottgbt with them from the wreck 
«ix er «even pieces of pork, three casks of 
freeh wafter, and scone doaen bottles of wine ; 
bvä fM&ge^kter, e^ren wiA the assistance of the 
Amk and two or three Icflbsters, there was but 
a very spare dinner for IW men» 

In tiM afftenuKm, came the tide ; and it set 
in so fitrenig, {hat the rock was completely in- 
undated, mi Ifce wind '^rove every thing light 
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and floatable ov«r tp^ards eujr saad-baok« wfaicfa 
was situated three or iaur wleB 1o leewafd tif 
the-wred^. We ^ajpleyed eurfiolves va^eistng 
hold of every thing wfaioh appeared likely to be 
in any degree eervioealde ; but of this obajvaetter 
we found but little, bearing indeed no pr^tpor- 
tion to the quantity of useless mattea^s«— ras for 
instanoe, ^essences and soaps — clothes and 9ho^ 
brushes — pomatum "—books — ^hair «oA tooitlh 
briisbes^ muslin^ &c« A very fortunate wind&iH 
occumed to us^ liowever^ after a while, and a 
umyer^ cry of joy was lifted Üiereat on aU 
skles: — ^it was a powder^cask, <|Uite dry. With 
a j;aasor and a piece of iglass we stmck a light ; 
and, by the help of our »ewly-loand powder« and 
<SQine remnants of linen a^d other stuffs, we 
had fid&ortly a pomficurtable fire. 

Towards eyeoing, we oenstriueted a tent out 
of pieces «tf* wood which had floated from the 
wreck, and cov^eved iit with fine Engliak fisen : 
in this, however, scaroely more than from Ibrty 
to fifty men could find room« When it was 
compl^bed «id ancanged as an asylum for the 
i^ght as snugly as possible« by the exertions of 
the most active aad skilf^ of o«r number — ^the 
ship-boy«, cooks, sw^e^pers, and other equally 



312 THE RinSMAN'S COMRAIHS. 

respectable members of the party rushed into 
it en massep thus excluding the officers, to whom 
were left the honor and satisfaction of remaining 
unsheltered the whole night, exposed to rain 
and frost, as guards, heayen save the mark 1 of 
their worshipful comrades. 

The apprehension which, imtil now, we had 
all along entertamed, of being devoured by the 
waves, disappeared in the course of the night, 
when we were enabled to observe that the 
water was decreasing without having attamed 
the height our fears had anticipated* Hence, al- 
though wet through with rain, and stiffened with 
frost, we saluted the rising day with renewed 
courage, and almost lively hearts. The re* 
freshment of a nighf s sleep had restored their 
senses to a part of our crew. The small re- 
mainder of the provisions was, by general 
agreement of the well-disposed amongst us, 
placed under the eye and responsibility of the 
officers, in order to be divided fairly and pro- 
perly. Still however there were many who 
stuck to the. old motto of *^ every one for him- 
self ;" and these misguided men, stronger in 
number than the other party, engaged them- 
selves in eating and drinking from morning 
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to nighty and would have corrupted the rest, 
had not the yigilanoe of the more prudent pre- 
vented it/ It was a matter of great good luck, 
that the leaders of this faction resolved ulti- 
mately to separate from us, and construct on 
the other side of the bank (whither they imagined 
a good manylcasks of liquor had been drifted) a 
tent of their own. There they formed quite a 
distinct settlement, which very properly • re- 
ceived the denomination of ** Beer- Island." 

As we had but a very scanty meal the day 
before, an early breakfast was served out on the 
morning of Wednesday, July the 8th, consist- 
ing of a small slice of fat pork about two ounces 
weight, and a dram of beer in a coffee-cup : 
neither biscuit, flour, or any vegetable substance, 
was to be found. It was resolved that we 
should pass this day to as good purpose as 
possible, with which object an arrangement was 
proposed to divide ourselves into different par- 
ties. Some of the strongest and bravest indivi- 
duals amongst us offered of themselves to wade 
to the wreck in search of victuals and fresh wa- 
ter, the forecastle and poop being still visible 
between the breakers : to secure the large cutter 
was likewise an important object of this troop. 
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Another divitdon went to tiie adjbiaing saild^ 
banks> on which casks, bales, and other articles 
of ladings of the Gabalya had floated. Those 
who were either feeble, sick, or indolent, (many 
belonging^ to the latter class from whom we had 
a right to expect better behavionr) remained still' 
at home, as did likewise some working people, 
who erected a flag-pole, enlarged the tent, and' 
unrolled bales of cloth, to dry them in the-snn 
against night. Some, who would not submit to 
the general arrangement and discipline, were 
running disorderly about in all directions, with- 
out any particular object in view. 

Mr. Sewell, the first officer, and I, were at 
the head of the party who went to the wreck. 
We departed a little while previous to low water, 
in order that we might be enabled to return some 
time before flood. After having waded two 
hours over a hard and rocky ground,, up to our 
middle in water, we fell in with the lai^e cutter, 
having on board tho people who had been left 
behind yesterday, amongst whom we could soon 
perceive that some secret plan was in agitation« 
the completion of which, as it turned out, would 
have involved us in utter ruin. These men, had 
commenced operation» very quietly; but no 
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long time had ekq^sed aftef our. falling' in witb 
tfaeni» befoi» they faeaame rude and' arrqgant, 
directing their. offenoLye language principally 
against the chief officer, and menacing us in 
case we should attenpt to take any thing out of 
the boat. Wheu they became aware of our su- 
perior number, however» they struck a flag which 
they had hoisted«, and one of them made us ac- 
quainted mth the whol6 conspiracy. 

These pretty Mlows had purposed to abstract 
the boat» and to put out to sea on the noon of the 
same day» without sails» without rudder» without 
compass» and without any system of action or 
plan of navigation whatever. They must cer- 
tainly have perished within the first day or two; 
and meanwhile the largest boat we possessed» — 
in which» in fact» lay our only hope of eventual 
succour» — could never have been restored to us. 
We found the vessel laden with arms» cutlery »oars» 
watches» Spanish dollars> wine» brandy» beer» mus*^ 
lin» cloth» a drowned lamb» twelve drowned fowls» 
and a pine«cheese» all heaped one upon another 
in precious confusion; and in the middle of the 
whole lay a certain good friend» who had wound 
six or seven large pieces of muslin around his 
left leg» which was tJiereby rendered as thick as 
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his whole body. This maiii on observing us« 
immediately, with the tone and language of a 
gpreat sufferer, complained of his bad leg. ** It 
is either broken or out of joint/' said he, ** and 
I have been in a great feyer all the night, to 
allay which I could get nothing but brandy and 
port : I can exist no longer.'' My first impulse 
was that of compassion for this individual ; but 
on a closer inspection, I was led to conclude 
that the fever was the consequence instead of 
the precursor of the brandy, and that dread of 
punishment had rendered the man vociferous. 

We entered now into consideration how this 
odd-looking article could be conveyed to the 
tent, in order to be placed under the surgeon's 
hands; when just in the nick of time a huge 
empty rum-cask floated by : we caught it, poured 
out the water, and popped therein the linen 
man ; and as companions of his voyage, we put 
in likewise a cage containing three live canary- 
birds, which latter formed subsequently the only 
provision during a whole day for three men. 
A pig also, which had just come floating by 
upon the lid of a chest, trembling violently all 
over, was taken in tow immediately: on this 
lid I read, with considerable surprise, my own 
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Dame; which gave me abundant reason to stis- 
pect that my chest had been plundered by some 
good friend or other. 

Ten of the party now set out on their way 
faome^ loaded with sundry articles of utility. I 
had the charge of my friend in the grog-tub, 
which I sometimes shoved before me, and some- 
times drew along with a rope— and which, in 
short, proved to me a very great source of 
annoyance. Another man attended the floating 
pig behind ; and was followed by three or four 
sailors, dragging through the water three liv6 
pigs and two live sheep, saved from' the wreck; 
the remainder, loaded with drowned fowls, pis-> 
tols, muskets, &c. closed the procession. 

Besides what I have related, nothing parti- 
cular occurred during this day's expedition, 
excepting that a little jealousy at times broke 
out amongst the party— a dangerous feeling un<» 
der such circumstances of jeopardy. My con^ 
voy in the cask were all of them exceedingly 
noisy, each after his own fashion, during the 
passage homewards — especially the human biped^ 
who screamed out eternally about his broken 
leg, his thirst, his bad food, and, though last not 
least, about his wet seat: to remedy the latter 
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evily we supplied him with a broken bottle» 
wherewith to lade out the water; but his actions 
being of rather an unsteady cast, he frequently 
lost his equilibrium in the attempt, on which 
occasions the briny liquid rushed in, in great 
quantities. 

About five o'clock in the ey^oung, we arrived, 
greatly fatigued, upon the sand-bank, and were 
received, together with our booty, with accla- 
mations of joy and welcome. The grog-coop 
was dragged on the sand with a loud outcry ; 
the patient taken out very carefully, and borne 
to the tent by the third oflScer and some sailors, 
who laid him down before the doctor, after 
having received frequent cautions to this effect: 
" Ease me down gently! Take care of my left 
leg!" When the surgeon first perceived the state 
in which his patient was, he expressed consider- 
aUe surprise at the immensity of the tumor, 
and was not without dread of mortification, 
which rendered the patient exceedingly uneasy. 
The muslin, however, having been, piece by 
piece, unrolled, it was discovered Üiat the leg 
was neither fractured nor dislocated : the 8ur-> 
geon assuring us that it was nothing but a very 
unimportant contusion. My friend now grew 
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quite- angry; declaring, with aa oath, that his 
leg was, and must be^ broken« 

Suddenly, whilst engaged in making specu- 
lation on this interesting subject, and qmzsdng 
the half-drunken inyalid^ we heard several loud 
hurras uplifted on the shore; towards which all 
immediately hastened, leaving the broken-legged 
gentleman to hobble after us as well as he could, 
or abide behind, which latter course he pre^ 
ferred. These cheers proceeded from the cMef 
officer and his party, who were returned from 
the wreck with the large cutter» after having 
hauled her three miles, with inexpressible labor, 
over the rocks and sand: — ^we gave three cheers 
in return, and triumphantly hauled thef boat 
upon the beach, close to the tent, in readiness 
for the carp^xter to commence his repairs. 

We now proceededi about six o'clock in the 
evening, to take o^r meal, which consisted of a 
eup of beer, and a small portion of drowned 
fowl^ to each man. This latter was divided 
with the greatest fairness, the average qu^itity 
amounting to no more than half a leg or half a 
wing : but on the whole we found our situation 
a good deal improved. Our provisions at peer 
09Ük ^ompmmd six yon^g livje pigs, five live 
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«beep, fifty pieces of pork and beef, twenty-four 
drowned fowls, tbree casks of beer, four dozen 
of wine, and one dozen of cherry brandy, a 
little keg of floor, and five pine cheeses : we pos- 
sessed, however, neither water nor biscuit. Be- 
sides these articles of food, we had a quadrant 
and a sextant ; the Guide to the East Indies, 
by Horseburg ; Norie's Navigation ; several 
guns, pistols, and cutlasses; a frying-pan, plates^ 
knives, forks, &c. Those who had been on 
the adjoining sand-bank contributed nothing to 
the general stock but twenty pieces of salt pork. 
They all appeared to be pretty well by the head, 
and stated that several of their companions were 
left three or four miles behind. Farquharson, 
the caulker's mate, who had shown, at the ship- 
wreck, a good deal of courage and intrepidity, 
but who not having been upon the coral-reef, 
was concluded to be dead, made his appearance 
late this evening, to the joy and astonishment 
of all, in our tent. This man had been, it 
s^eems, one of the first of those who came from 
the wreck upon the reef; and, without saying a 
word, had departed thence to the nearest sand- 
bank, in order to find, if he could, a better place 
of sojourn for us. n What he had to relate, with 
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reference tc» tim rojtigp of discovery, was not of a 
very consolatory nature. He had wandered from 
morning till evening, along a chain of low desert 
sand-downs, half swinuning, half floating, upon 
a plank, and shoving himself over with a pole 
from one to the other. * On the approach of 
night he found himself thoroughly exhausted, 
and, cutting open a bale of cloth that had washed 
up there, he made a rough couch to sleep on, 
intending to resume his expedition next morn- 
ing. When, however, at sun-rise he perceived 
no signs of habitable land, and nothing but low 
desolate sand-banks stretching away to the N. W« 
he returned forthwith, and arrived at seven 
o^clock in the evening, quite fatigued, in our 
tent. As far as he went, he saw various ruins 
of the lading of the ship, including, with the 
exception of victuals, all other kinds of things. 
His opinion was, that our sand-bank was the 
highest of the series, and therefore the best 
adapted for our purpose. An hour after our 
friend's arrival, an oiBcer^s watch was set, to 
observe the rising and falling of the water ; to 
keep a look-out for ships ; and most particularly 
to protect us from any invasion of our provender 
or other preserved goods. Accordingly, a large 
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watoh-fire was lighted and kept baming, and 
the guard provided with ^ns and pistols, loadv 
ed with pebbles and gun^powder» it being gene* 
rally agreed on that they should challenge the 
first man whose step might be heard within five 
paces of the magaziiies,--rwhich were established 
near our tent, and surrounded by a railing ;-— and 
fire immediately, in case no answer was re- 
turned. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

Wounded feet — ^The large cutter under repair — Second viait 
to the wreck — ^Adventures therefupon — R«port by an officer of 
faia excorsion-^Visit to the Beer Island — ^Life of the inhabitant« 
qf that colony — One of them wounds himaeff — Their method of 
fishing — Return to oar Sand-bank — ^Ita geographical situaf"* 
tion — ^Equipment of the cutter for a voyage* 



By constantly walking about without shoe» 
upon sharp coral rocks» our feet had become 
blistered and full of wounds. We anointed 
them in the evening with brandy and pomatum, 
bandaged them in muslin by the advice of some 
of our suffering companions who had found re^ 
Kef therefrom, and then laid us down to rest« 
This night, in addition to other inconveniencesi 
was cold and rainy ; notwithstanding which we 
passed it in greater comfort than we had dan» 
the night before. By day-break every man 
was ready to go to his work, except die sick 
and habitually lasy. The carpenter and his 
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mates proceeded without delay to repair th^ 
large cutter: the sail'-maker, whose bag con" 
taining needles and other articles providentially 
washed up on the sand, set to, for the purpose 
of constructing ' sails : ' whilst the boatswain 
essayed to , make ropes by twisting together 
three pieces of muslin ; others went once more 
to the wreck, and others again to the different 
sand-banks. Another party remained ashore, 
ih order to cons'tnict more tents, and, if possible, 
to erect a higher flag-pole. 

Our chief officer was, this time, in command 
of those who proceeded to the «and-banks, 
whilst I attached myself to the party who pro- 
posed to visit the wreck. 

We arrived at her side about noon, and 
found that the upper part of the poop and 
forecastle was driven about a hundred and 
twenty yards nearer to the rock : —r probably 
the lower part of the hold bad loosened it* 
self, and remained upon th({ outer ledge of 
the reef against which it had struck. Upoo 
entering ' the cuddy, which was still partly 
whole and out of the water, we found, to our 
unspeakable surprise, a sailor who was lying 
flat on his face, near an empty brandy-cask. 
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fast asleep. Vfe strove to awaken and to raise 
him:— but he was so much overcome ty liquor 
as to be unable either to move or speak ; and in 
this state we stowed him, together with $ome 
sailsy tackle, and some do^en bottles of wine, 
upon a raft which we had built for the purpose 
of floating home any thing we might be able to 
save : seven or eight men piloted the raft back 
to the tents directly ; the rest of u« stayed be-» 
hind, for the purpose of transporting the cap* 
tain's cutter, which we were delighted to observe, 
although in a very damaged state, lying not 
far from the wreck, to our tent. We could not 
4his time discover either biscuit, or other article 
of food or utility, among the ruins ; and return- 
ed, therefore, to shore, trailing the boat behind 
us* On the way, we met with two of the re- 
volted drunken party, who, at the time we 
waded by them, were engaged in a sharp dispute, 
themselves up to the middle in water. One 
was holding a hat filled with watches, rings, and 
other little pieces of finery, under his arm ; the 
other had tied round his body a girdle of mus- 
lin, which was filled with dollars. The latter 
was desirous to bargain with the former for a 
gold watch. " I will give you,'' said he, " four 
dollars, Bill r 
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'' Go to the dcTÜ with your dollars/' repUed 
his friend. 

" Come, here are eight for you !" exclaimed 
the would-be purchaser ; who, not waiting f iirr 
ther reply, made a grab in his worthy compa* 
nion's hat» and hauled out from thence a whole 
fist-full» spilling a great many valuables into the 
water : — they now put» the one his hat, and the 
other his girdle« &c. upon a piece of rock which 
was above water, and each made preparation 
to decide the affair ä VAngloine» on the spot. 
We did not lose time in watching the issue of 
this wise contest, but passed quietly by without 
taking any notice, regarding watches and dol- 
lars as the most useless things we could meet 
with. 

Upon arriving at the tent with the captain's 
cutter, we were received with loud shouts of 
joy and exnltatipn. The carp^it^rs were obliged 
to repair this with the same care as they had 
done the larger vessel. The first officer now 
returned with his party from the more remote 
sand-banks, bringing with him many articles of 
great utility. . The provisions, in our magazines 
were this day augmented by four butts of fresh 
water, four^casks of b^er, three dozen bottles of 
wine, forty pieces of beef and pork, and a half- 



drowned, haif-rott6n pig. ^ Some sails and ropes 
were likewise saved . 

When, about six o'clock, we took our homely 
meal, the officer related to as his adventures* 
He had left behind sixteen mutinous drunkards, 
and had found upon a sand>bank the corpses of 
five of our lost messmates, which he had in- 
terred. By the flannel dress of one of these 
poor sufferers, he recognised Capt. Dalrymple. 
That was the only point by which he could be 
known ; since the head, and the fourth finger, 
on which latter he was accustomed to wear a 
beautiful seal-ring, were missing. We after- 
wards learnt that one of the mutineers waff 
detected by another in the act of biting off the 
finger in question, that being the only way in 
which he could gain possession of the ring. Ali 
endeavours to regain this valuable article — ^va- 
luable to us in various ways — were unavailing. 

The next day, Friday the 10th of July, the 
carpenters, sail-makers, and other workmen, 
were extremely active in fitting out the large 
cutter : a strong party also went back to the 
wreck, and another, as usual, to the sand- 
banks. Some were^ now set about making 
clothes, particularly trousers, from the Com- 
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pany's cloth, using twisted stripes. of muslin for 
thread. Others began to try their luck in fish- 
iiig ; and others again stopped at home to repair 
the tents, and to prepare and cook the Tictuals. 
The chief officer and I resolved to wade this 
day, with a brave company, to certain sand- 
banks which were situated further down, where 
we thought it probable we might find more 
scattered articles than even on the wreck. We 
were obliged to pass the Beer Island ; and aftet 
having waded for two hours, sometimes up^to 
the neck in water, and sometimes over soft dry 
sand, we arrived there. How surprised were 
we! I thought we looked wild and uncouth 
enough at home ; but upon getting a sight of 
these, I almost greir vain of our comparatively 
comely appearance. Their settlement was in the 
shape of a crescent, and consisted of about 
twenty large beer-casks, each forming the back 
part of a little tent, in order to be handy for 
tapping; which ceremony they performed by 
staving'^in the head, and baling out the beer 
with a globe-lamp, or other similar vessels, in 
default of more eligible drinking-cups. They 
had very little meat, but were better supplied 
with fish, some of which they were, at the mo- 
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ment of our arrival« employed in frying over the 
fire. They were abundantly furnished with guns, 
cutlasses, pistols, knives, and other similar in- 
struments. Most of them were quite naked, 
with the exception of having bound about their 
loins a piece of strong cloth, whilst a turban de- 
corated their head. The rays of a nearly ver- 
tical sun, added to customary filthiness, gave to 
their countenances and bodies generally the hue 
of copper : each had a large knife, and a bottle 
of wine or brandy, in his girdle ; whilst from his 
shoulder hung, fastened to a broad stripe of 
cloth, a musket, a pistol, or a sword. 

Two of these personages were fiercely dis- 
puting about a beautiful fowling-piece inlaid 
with gold, and the feebler of them was soon 
knocked down by a blow upon the head — the 
victor triumphantly carrying off the spoil, and 
heaping curses and insults upon his less fortu- 
nate antagonist, who suffered so much from his 
overthrow that he was perfectly silent. • An- 
other young fellow, the doctor's servant, who 
was hunting after birds, which were extremely 
tame, and whose gun had been perhaps too 
strongly charged, had the ill luck to feel it 
burst, and inflict a severe wound upon his right 
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haind. He cast down the weapon, and ran to 
stanch the blood in water: we took this man 
away with ns, to place him under the care of 
the surgeon. Three or four others, compara- 
tively sober, were occupied in fishing in the 
following manner : at low water they discovered 
that a great many fish were.left in a little pool 
in the sand-bank, by the flood : they therefore, 
at that period, trailed a large piece of white 
cloth through the water, and caught more fish 
than they could consume in the day. At the 
time of high tide, however, their baok was 
quite overflown ; so that only an interval of five 
or six feet was left between the tons and the 
sea ; from which circumstance, the situation of 
these people was certainly more dangerous than 
our own. But the thought of being unrestricted 
in beer and spirits made them forget all disad- 
vantages ; and before our departure, their num- 
ber bad increased to twenty-five. They malted, 
in fact, to such a degree,* that scarce one of 
them could see a hole through a grating : and 
no one could possibly dispute their title to 
the honorable appellation of Beer-Islanders. 
All their stock of wine and brandy had been 
hidden in the sand previous to our arrival ; and 
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as we were weak, and not very much disposed 
to fighty we could not make.prisses of any casks 
of beer, and set out on our return without at all 
interfering with their property. To do them 
justice, however, they certainly invited us, with 
great civility, to drink with them. 

We constructed a raft, of spars that we had 
picked lip along the beach, and loaded it with 
thirty pieces of pork, three doeen of wine, and 
two little empty kegs, which we intended for 
the large cutter: this raft we dragged about a 
mile through the water, arriving at our own 
settlement about six in the evening. After the 
usual allowance of meat and beer, accounts of 
provisions and drink were cast up : four butts of 
water, five pieces of pork, and a small keg of 
lime juice, were the only articles saved this day 
from the wreck; and there appeared but slight 
hopßs of getting any more from that quarter. 
About eight o'clock, p.m. the watch was set, as 
usual; and the orders for the night were, 
cbiefly> to keep up a good large fire, in case of 
any ships passing by, and to keep a shrewd look* 
out for the Beer-Island gang, by whom a 
tremendous fire was lighted, untU, towards 
midnight, it languished and went out, most 
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probably in consequence of the whole party 
falling dead asleep. 

In similar occupations and little adven^ 
tures passed also Saturday, July 11. The 
great object of our exertions was fishing ; fish- 
hooks being made out of the inside works of 
chronometers that had washed ashore, and nets 
out of thin stripes of muslin or Irish linen : 
with laudable industry the workmen still toiled 
in the repair of the large cutter, upon which 
depended all our hopes of final rescue from 
this forlorn condition. 

By assistance of the necessary instruments, 
we ascertained the exact longitude, latitude, 
and name of the coral-reef upon which we 
had been stranded ; and by the result of this scru- 
tiny we found that the nearest inhabited country 
must be the island St. Mauritius, at the distance 
of two hundred and fifty miles bearing S. W. 
by S. Our plan was therefore arranged as fol- 
lows : — as soon as the large cutter had under- 
gone thorough repair, to send it out in this 
direction with an ofiicer and some sailors, to 
reach, if possible, Mauritius, or Bourbon, or, in 
default of these, Madagascar. This voyage, in 
an open boat, certainly involved great danger 
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and inconvenience: in particular, a compass 
was wanted» wMch could not be found upon the 
wreck, notwithstanding all the time and trouble 
we expended in seeking it, even from the first 
day ; and there was now no hope left of pro- 
curing one, since the aft-part of the ship, the 
cabins, and the cuddy, were at length under 
water, and nearly washed to pieces« 



234 TUB RIFUEMAN'a COMRADE. 



CHAP. rvii. 

Tents upon the Mmd^banlc^Their aKEttdgwuQiit and hdw". 
bitanU>rOfficer of the stove», and hie conidentioas manage- 
ment — Discovery of a fresh-water spring — ^Deputation from 
Beer- Island — The parser's sermon. 



Our tents cut by this time a very respectable 
and oven gay appearance, with their blue, red, 
yellow» and black furniture, and amounted in 
number to seventeen ; the officers, purser, mid- 
shipmen, surgeon, and passenger, who formed 
altogether our party, occupied the largest of 
these tents, the accommodations of which it 
may not be considered out of the way shortly to 
describe, in order to convey thereby some idea 
of the rest. It was ten or twelve feet high, and 
covered with red and blue cloth : two elegant 
globe lamps were suspended from the ceiling by 
stripes of muslin, and wax candles kept burning 
all night : in one comer stood a midshipman's 
chest, containing the nautical instruments, 
books, and pine cheeses; in the other, all our 
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Irine and cherry-brandy lay buried in the 
tand. Muskets, pbtob, outlasses, dirks, board- 
ing-ptkes, tomahawks, carving-knives, &c« 
were hanging and sticking about in various 
parts, whilst the sandy flooor was strewn widi 
pieces of cloth, muslin, cotton, or other stuffs» 
little white jars of Naples soap and poxBa-< 
turn, letter-paper, pens, pencils, hair-brushes, 
combs, and a number of other useless articles, 
lay scattered about on all sides: Spanish dol* 
lars, watches, seals, &c. were scarcer, although 
frequently to be met with by accident amongst 
the sand, as nobody took the least trouble to 
look after them ; — such b the idleness of finery 
or of wealth, when viewed with reference to 
their intrinsic value* Tijia sail*maker and his 
mates occupied the fore-g^uad, busily employed 
in making sails for the large cutter: they com- 
plained of the "v^ant of peAms, but some English 
half-crown pieces were discovered to be excellent 
substitutes* In the further comer sat Mr. 
H — the passenger, upon some bales of cloth. 
Thi^ man was generally called amcmgst us the 
diiid' of fortune ; since he possessed what each 
of us stood in great need of^ — apair of trousers, a 
coat, ahat, a snuff-box, and even a pair of shoes. 
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The envy of the whole ship's compatiy was excited 
by thisimmoderateopulence; and thosewho could 
command in abundance the materials of splen^ 
dor, were smitten with the sharpest desire to 
exchange them for raiment any thing but tempt- 
ing in appearance» It was the more proroking, 
too, as the sedentary turn of mind displayed by 
the owner of this much-envied wardrobe pre- 
vented' him from making any great use of his 
advantages. In the opposite corner had our 
. kmght of the broken leg established his quar- 
ters upon the midshipman's chest, ^whence he 
took good care not to move at all, nursing his 
hurt with the most elaborate caution, and co««^ 
vering it scrupulously with no less than eight 
pieces of muslin. In the. middle of the tent, 
which was thus occupied, lay stretched through 
the live-long day upon his back, another gen-> 
tleman, who, like the invalid just mentioned^ 
scarcely moved or spoke, except indeed when he 
could get any thing to eat, to drink, or to snuff, 
or any body to scold. He occupied himself 
constantly in reading; being especially fond of 
the English novel of Rob Roy: only it most 
unluckily chaiiced that he possessed but the 
second volume, the other two having been abs-* 
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tracted by the colonists of Beer-Island, who 
doggedly refused listening to any proposition for 
giving them up. 

The people separated themselves into different 
messes, the same as on board, each mess having 
a tent of its own. * We continued to serve out 
two allowances daily ; one in the morning at 
seven o'clock, and the other in the evening at 
six ; — each meal consisting of about two ounces 
of meat, and a dram of beer. 

Our fourth officer was elected to the superin- 
tendence of the stores, — ^an employment which 
was productive of much trouble and responsi- 
bility, since there were constantly expressions 
of dissatisfaction and grumbling whenever the 
distribution (particularly of small-beer and meat) 
was made. It is but justice to this officer, 
however, to say, that his administration was 
distinguished by the utmost possible fairness 
and impartiality. From the earliest hour of 
morning until late at night, he was engaged in 
measuring and weighing the various articles of 
provender to be served out : he had, besides, 
charge of our live stock, which may be quickly 
summed up, consisting of five sheep, and a like 
number of pigs ; the latter of which were fed 
upon pomatum and perfumed soap ; and these 
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articles not being very plentifal, the poor beasts 
had seldom a full bellj. A bale of hay was 
fortunately washed ashore for the sheep, which 
were, like ourselves, put upon allowance. 

The surgeon experienced a small proof of this 
fair-dealing on the part of our commissary of 
the stores. He was, poor man, often sick and 
weakly, and rather indolent besides : — he kept, 
therefore, close in the vicinity of the store- 
master, to whom he very often repaired whilst 
that officer was engaged in the act of distri- 
buting the victuals, asking all kinds of questions 
— for instance, when dinner was to be ready ? 
— what there was in preparation?-^ and, in 
short, whatever inquiry his stomach pr^pted 
him to make. The answers to these questions 
were, as may be supposed, always short Iffid 
dry. One morning, when he perceived prepa- 
ration making for soup in addition to the usual 
allowance of meat, he suggested to our com- 
missary, or steward, thatit would be el^bte to 
dress a certain portion of it with the accompa- 
piments of flour and butter, fiia advice was 
however taken very ill ; the latter reminding 
him, that there were by ik) means butter afnd 
flour enough f<Mr the whole orew, and assorting 
his determmation to make no injurious divine- 
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tions ;^ — to the justice of which resolution the 
applicant was compelled to assent. A moment 
afterwards arrived one of the fishing-party, but 
he had caught nothing whatever. He snufied 
up, however, greedily, the savoury steam of the 
soup, and urged by some inward impulse, ex- 
daimed, '' Ah ! how I should like to be in 
Fitzroy Square !" 

When our meal was ready, all assembled 
round the tent, and an explanation was now 
-altered into as to the proportion of victuals 
which had been obtained by fishing or search- 
ing during the day: the scrutiny was, how- 
ever, any thing but satisfaqtory : — to our mis- 
f(Nrtune, we had been singularly deficient in 
every kind of luck : no stray cask of provisions 
was rescued, — scarce a single fish caught. 
This gloomy look-out did not serve, however, 
to blunt our appetites« The slug soup was 
ushered in and devoured with prodigious relish ; 
and shortly after, we beard from the front of 
the tent a loud *^ hurra!" 

Ail started out of the tent, to learn the occa- 
sion of this shout ;, and it appeared that a sailor 
had dug a hole in the sand, out of which sprang, 
-to his inoQiiceivahle delight, a fountain, of fresh 
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water. This news alBbrded every one the 
highest possible gratification: a pitcher was 
filled and handed round : — the supply seemed 
very abundant ; and although the fluid, which 
was of the colour of milk, was impregnated with 
rather a strong flavour, it proved extremely 
grateful to the poor, half-famished wretches 
who partook of it. 

One of the midshipmen, a youth of thirteen 
or fourteen years, making his first voyage, and 
who had attached himself to the party on Beer- 
Island, returned from thence on the morning of 
Sunday, the 12th of July, at the head of twelve 
of his companions, but quite in a friendly way : 
they appeared to have had some dispute amongst 
themselves, as most of them had black eyes, and 
wounds in different parts of their bodies ; some 
rather dangerous, and requiring the surgeon's 
care. The lad gave, however, a very favour- 
able account of Beer-Island : there were, he 
said, lots of fish, of beer, and wine ; and one of 
the fore- topmen was elected chaplain, and read 
prayers every night out of a common-prayer- 
book that had drif^d ashore. Thje day appear- 
ed, so far as we could leaim, to be principally 
spent amongst them in drinking, fighting, sport« 
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« 

iag, fishing, and cooking, and half of the night 
in drinking and fighting only. Our infÖFniant 
stated also that he had been there two nights 
and a day ; his nightly lodging being in an empty 
water-bntt^ one head of which > was knocked in^ 
imd the other tamed -to windward.« He had 
slept herein very snugly, he said; in company 
with a certain black fellow,^ a most notorious 
yillain. ' ' - 

As soon as this pretty youth came amongst 
us, he began to vociferate, not for one breakfast 
only, but for two breakfasts and two diniiers, 
as the allowance which he had lost whilst stay- 
ing on Beer-Island I but on Mr. B's refusing to 
give him any thing at all, he walked off, grüm^ 
bung, — " I know how to get my living, if you 
won^t give me any thing;" and soon after re^ 
turned with two fine sword-fishes, which he 
fried over the live coals, anä made ä very 
hearty' meal. ' 

No kind of work whatever, was done torday^ 
and in the afternoon the people assembled round 
the large cutter that was standing dose to the 
tents, .wh^i Mr. Ayres, the purser, delivered 
to ihem the following, discourse : — 

** Comrades I -^and you all my faithful com- 
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pamoiis in «uffiBting! When we look abottt w^ 
and observe our forinrn conditioa in tins desert 
place» and bethink m liow neatr we haye hs^m 
to death widun time few day» past--faow the 
deep golfs of ooean yiawaed, as it were, to 
swallow our exhansted faodm, and how ndr»- 
culously we were preserred from tbeimpendmf^ 
danger ; — we cannot any of us be aniBipresBed 
with a sense to whom we are indebted for pre* 
serration from so many aim great peiäs* 

'' Yes, my dear brethren! the ahmghty hand 
of God was over us. It is therefdMre onr duty 
to fall down before him on this sacred day, to 
implore a continnance of his dirine goodness aad 
assistance. It is^trae, we have to lament the 
loss of onr captain, who was nnivCTsally esteem» 
ed and beloved amongst us, as also that of ä^ 
veral of our true companions, who met de^ 
buffeting witfi the impetoens waves: but we 
will not quarrel with our gracious Hak^r: it 
was his almighty will, mid the docreeof his pro- 
vidence, that scmie of us shonld incur tempovid 
destruction ; and we will not presdime to call in 
«luesticm why he has done thus, and net other- 
wise. Above idi tlungs, let as be cautious h#w 
we boast of having been saved f<»r ihe sake of 
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oiir OVA merits : lei usi Tather subiait hnmhly to 
ite iXk^tigfxtmg. brad nf Goip whijßli wiUL I trusty 
l0f|d vs to peaitonoe. We will «mcerely confess 
tbut we £ure|K)ot wsearaUe ^siuBers, seeking what 
is pjomised in the Holj Soriptures ; — thßt ^ if we 
<M3nless. our mm» Gpd is faitiiful aad just to for« 
give tts our sms» and to cleanse us from all 
mmgbteoitsiiess.' 

** Therefore, my beloved brethren ! let us turn* 
to our Iii^d God wUh all our hearts ; and so far 
f«pm suffedi^ owr present affliction to be effaced^ 
fr0im our minds» let us trmsure up an undo- 
oaying sense of the mercies of Him who has 
snatqbed us from a watery grave. 

^' If it has been the will of Almighty God 
to throw us oa this desolate shelf;, he will as- 
suredly not forsake us, but give us our daily 
bread» as he hath, hitherto been pleased to do. 
I«et us, thes^ore». place confident trust in him, 
that he will save us whoUj £bom our present 

\* It ewmA be thy wiU, O gracious Father 1 
that so mainy poor men, created after thine 
own image, and fixr whom thy Son» our blessed 
Sftviour, has sacrificed his life, should perish) 
and müRoh less can we believe, that thy provi* 
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dence (cut off^ as we are, from our wives, chil- 
^ dren, parents, and other dear connexions,) will 
permit us to starre upon this desert island. 
May we, therefore, live together in concord and 
patience, and fully repose ourselves upon Al- 
mighty aid :— let no envjr nor discord disturb 
our peace and harmony ; and may we imani- 
moualy turn our attention to redemption from 
our present peril. 

** This redemption, my friends ! appears to be 
conspicuously placed within our reach. Let us 
not neglect or delay so bountiful a gift of Pro- 
vidence; but, by inimediately launching our 
bark for a near and friendly country, where we 
may obtain assistance, insure the deliverance' of 
all, under the divine guidance and protection» 
With entire devotion let us commit our boat to 
the mercy of an all-powerful God, and offer up, 
in spirit and in truth, with one heart and one 
soul, our supplications for a safe voyage: then, 
my fellow-shipmates ! shall we be speedily deli- 
vered from this dreary abode ; and never, I 
trust, shall we lay down our heads to rest, with- 
out an offering of thanksgiving and praise to 
that Divine Being who will have so benevo- 
lently rescued us from the very jaws of death. 
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** And now, my dear brethren! let our con- 
duding prayer be that which the blessed Saviour 
has directed us to use when addressing our 
heavenly Father; and may his all-penetrating 
grace toach our inmost spirits with humility 
and sincere devotion, whilst together we uplift 
it to his Ihrone/' 

Though a great many of us, during our pros- 
perity, and indeed some even in the midst of 
these desolate circumstances, had much neg- 
lected worship, and thought indifferently about 
it ; — yet on this occasion the most imfeeling 
hearts were melted, and the rudest amoQgst us 
were not ashamed to shed tears. 



>» 
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CHAP. XVlil. 

• * 

Complete eqiapBient ol the barge cutter — CuBsuhatioft about 
the projected voyage — ^The joomaUst'a bodäy»iatelleet«a}»tuid 
yanrific piepantioot — ^Hit frieweU of the inhalitanti of the 
ehelf, and depactore^His further adyei^turei. 



Thb foHowmg day vre were so happy as to 
get ready oar boat for sa^ingy and to equip it for 
the Toyage; but not without experiencing many 
and great difficidties, being not seldom in irant 
of the most necessary things, and absolutely 
obliged to collect together the pitch, from all 
quarters, in our hands : but it must be added, 
to the honor of our whole company, that every 
man fully performed his duty. 

The boat was destined to be launched the 
next morning, and the names of those who 
were to man it were suspended at the entrance 
of the large tent, written on a sheet of paper 
in very conspicuous letters :— thus passed Mon- 
day, the 18th of July, in various preparations 
for our departure, and all was so arranged 



BS to oBttble B8 wttiHmt biadraBCB to set sait 
soon after d«j-break. 

IVyirari» evening, I kad a deiiberatire amreat^ 
wdon, respeetiBg tke iiaTifati0Bi of tke beat» 
with Mr. Ayre», who dwajs »ost seaboaly 
eoBtribBled to the general wdAtre, and had duh 
frilled D^oB e^erj oeeanon extTaerdinsirj pse* 
senee of miad and eonrage. We knew &at 
the trade-w»d Udw, withm ahoat Ibiir peiatt 
of the compass of S.E. by £. ; and resohcd 
^t^&fefote to keep the boiat «lose open « wind» 
till we had gmied the kktttade of Maarttins; 
by which means we expected to weather 
upon the i^Hmd; and afterwards bearnig up» 
and keeping her head due west» asweHas we 
could manage to do -so witheiit a dompass or 
chart» we hoped to succeed» mideir th6 giddaBce 
o£ PtoiädeBce» in mcdcing tiu^t islaad. A qua« 
drai^t» togedm with Norie's Epitome^ Navtgm* 
tion» two chronemetets» and > lög-owel» were 
OBr only lastrmneBts and scientüe means finr 
neeon^iKdiing Üms^ yoyage» 

One of the sailors presented Bie in the eonne 
of the afteniooB with a pair of tronsers» which 
he had made on purpose for me» and which 
affoided »e a great deal of comfort during the 
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toyage. The provisions coodisted of four piece» 
of porki twenty cakes made of tkmt and water^ 
one pine cheese, eight gallons ef porter, sixteen 
gdlonsbf water» six bottles of wine, and, three 
bottles , of .cherry-brandy r«-just soffieient to 
keep alive ten men for eight days/ supposing 
we contented ourselves with the same portion 
which we had received upon the sand-bank« 
Besidea. these. stores, we to<^ along with xm 
three masts, with Ing-judls; — eight oars, some 
bnckets in which to. draw up water, and some 
spare rope made of mnsUn, in case of necessity; 
three guns, and some gunpowder; together 
with several : bales of doth by way of ballast, 
or to protect us in day-time against heat, and 
in night-time against eold* 
' .Our intention was, in the first place, as has 
been .stated« to steer for St. Mauritius; and in 
ease we .could not succeed in discovering it, 
we ptirposed to take pur course towards tte 
Isle of Bourbon; and should we likewise hap- 
pen to fail respecting this place, to make sail 
directly for Madagascar. 
1 Every thing being now in readiness for our 
departure at six to-morrow, and nothing left 
for me to do, as I was excused from keeping 
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watch, I went to take a bath; having done 
which» I walked once more through onr little 
sand-bank : it was eleven o'clocki and a. beautiful 
night : I was quite alone^ and in a solemn franie 
of mind« ■ * 

To the north lay expanded the immense 
range of sand<-banks, whereon, at a great dis- 
tance, the watch-fires of the Beer-Islanders were 
just on the point of extinction : in our own camp, 
likewise, all was quite stiU, and every one fallen 
asleep, except the officer keeping ;watch, who 
lonesomely walked about the strand, and gather- 
ed pieces of wood, which he threw from time 
to time into the watch-fire, the flame of which 

# 

then blazed high up, whilst the crackling pro^ 
duced thereby mingled strangely with the noise 
pf the foaming surge. 

This latter presented itself to the eye, at the 
eastern and southern horizon, as a dense wall of 
water: sometimes I saw, through the high up- 
flyinf dash, the miserable remains of the Cabal- 
va; and close by the watch-fire upon the beach 
lay our cutter ready for launching. The entire 
prospect sent deep into raiy mind the great re^ 
sponsibility of the undertaking of to*morrow, 
upon the successful execution of which depend- 
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ed the üßB and plreserxtttfon' of none Asm « 



Tlw sky «h»Y« ■» va» q**^ deir, «id hm^ 
Inms iridi 11818;; tfaa maOfbrwm Mttmg im Ik 
western borizoOf and throwing a pale shin over 
the whole jonrfaee ef Ae leA. I fell doim on 
d» smd upon qqr kaaes, .and pöif ed dbramtt j 
that, tibe Ghrattt Spmt would look wkh com|iMh 
lion upon Ae irail deatitate eventiinea mom 
hndied in tenpotaiy dblivion. 

Wbsm I aioiiB again, I direcied onc^ mnre 
inj: attenlion to Ae contae of the atan, mid 
ancked as sknitefy as possible the font prinoi^ 
pal qnatters of thio bevf ens : for dionld we fail 
in aiccwracj on these pdunt^ we oould not hope 
for anjr good iaaoe to our yograge« I observed 
most particularly the situation of the sonthevn 
oiosa» wUok was onr only visible fsoidcatiental 
point front sonth tp north ; also of the fiocnrpwrn» 
Jlars, Venas» and tb^ half-moao^ wUcb indi- 
xsated to ua the eastern and western point«. 
Having made my renwrks» I went book to tiba 
esiaim and lay down to deep» once more »^om- 
«Mtn^ng mystic and my great uadart^kii« to 
,the DiTine ProYjdMse. I jlept Toiy amndly 
and sweetl]i an the niebt* 4nd the flame of the 



««Foke um» fxmh mi gvy tlnan I ewld ^y^ 

^Amüb^. It inm n l^imsriifitl nMittrag» m4 ^ 
wwd 93il«^M]y jE^^vüMe. AU ^fiefe bnoymt 

Ml of ji^]K>»s b4»9e. ;EiHHi t]M9 V!9ifc «»d »a* 
^id^d» te^ltMfog Mir fineoA ^f ^ hpeHf^ifk U^, 
f«» «9 oieBibly .9« pos^e to tine* «hi&i«> to eV 
l^NTve Hke ^memms^sm^m^ ftUd^ ^l^kä^ we metß 
Uk^j to aet aMß.; P^ to jJil vims ijy^i^^tod^ 
(m ^1^0 w«Qiful mMirägi a ¥ettor breakfapt 
IdMi ha^ .toe» ^ommnüy^ i»ei% oul. 
, Abo«t ftw o'j^lcMd^» as the »w waa.in 1^ a^t 
of uprising, we .eatei^ wr ifnail jlsiaik* AIJ 
tend« W(9re io m^Ü9i9gi9 to gii^^ »i^ wlMiiteter 
assistettpe waa »itUft tJbe »ifvp^^ 4»f their Biäity { 
1»iid Aim j^he boaitwaa m^n jinv^m irgm the 
rimce hito the .water, aioiOQVifAiHed by leud mA 
Iseüejatfted dkouta, and tiia teodi^r aspimtiao» of 
4he i^fiaemhled esitosu 

Wa wi«re now i^Me i»are fi^riy aSoat ^mpoa 
^hal, lefemeffit vhi^ had befbte diapl^yed to us 
se wskck tseaf^heiy : ob? outter mss launched 
M äie weiteni aide af thejiaadTbaQky aad we set 
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the mizen and foresail ; and having caugkt the 
hreeze, scudded swiftly before it, mitil we got 
clear of the breakers and outside of the rocks ; 
but soon finding abundance of sea*room, we 
were aware that we should shortly lose sight of 
the sand'bank, and thereupon answered our 
companions with three hearty cheers, close r^f> 
ing our sails, and hauling upon a wind. Bj^ 
the strong motion of the boat acting upon std" 
machs weakened through a protracted fasting 
of eight days, all became extremely sea-sick, 
with the exception of myself, who was fortunate 
enough to escape; whilst my hapless compa^ 
nions underwent dreadful suflTerings, wldch 
proved a melancholy addition to the weight of 
our necessary toil andjdanger. 

The atmosphere became soon thick and rainy, 
and so continued throughout the remainder of 
the day : we were hence disabled from making 
the requisite observations at noon, and were 
frequently obliged to take the foresail in, an4 
heave to under a close-re^ed mizen. By the 
rays of the sun, which occasionally burst through 
the clouds, and by the current of the wind, we 
perceived that we were, running in a S.S.W. 
direction at the rate of from five to six knots «a 
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^onr. At stm-set we ware enaUed to make a 

,9noFe aceurate estimate of our course: ktiowing 

the sun's true western amplitude to be about 

'W".N,W,> we judged our true course to be 

S.W. by S. 

We took our supper^ each man receiving two 
4)imc^ of meat and a little beer» A long night 
ensued» during the course of which no jndivi'* 
dual entertained a thought of sleep» as the 
waves constantly hurled water into the boat» 
requiring our most energetic exertions to empty 
it. 

The weather cleared up as the night ad- 
Tanoed» and I was consequentiy able to distin- 
guish the most conspicuous of the stars. The 
southern circle became very distinctly. visible: 
Its situation was 90^. from the south pole» ^nd 
I accordingly reckoned that our course was 
S.S.W. We made four or five knots ^ 
-hour. 

.With the renewal of day» the .troubled state 
of the heavens altogether subsided» and th^ 
broad sun again shone through a bright and 
cloudless atmosphere. We knew that the sun's 
true eastern amplitude was towards E.N.E. 
\|iud therefore conoludedi from tjbe present pp- 
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•itu» of the s«a«»d wnd, thliib we wHe sailm^ 
&W. byS.; and IB tl^ gtala ^ui^^ omtiBMil 
all the day, o«» beat maku^ Ave kmtsm hour. 

Bj iieeii» we were able te fem very correet 
observations with our instruments, being obliged, 
howe^rer, to heave 4he boat to» ia order to keep 
then ftem getting too wet. We found W\ 
W\ BoiHhem latitude; Ae diffeareace of tiw» 
between the wateh that was set upon the 
Miffid, and the apparent time in the boat» 
amomited to dbout 6 minutes» or 1^. 46". loBi» 
gitude ; so that we were 68^. 44". east longir 
tude from London. But omr caleulatien might 
not have been quite true» because oar watehes 
were wet» and therefoie» likely enough» did jaot 
show the proper tiine. We flattered oniselvt«, 
however, every iMng eonsidered» that by this 
wind we should be able to reach St. Mainiitius 
<m the morrow; aud therefore proposed to 
make» next morning» such observations as shevdd 
be neoessary» in order for us to steer in a 
straight couvse to the island. 

We continued our voyage under a dose- 
reefed foresail and mizen» keeping die boaf s 
head to the wind as well as the sea Woakl per- 
-mit us» which» in the squaHs» freqaeady rose to 
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ft irodygicHHi . heq^» «d tB,:ih faot» to ragtoss 
UiraD^ attettüoB. of ike lnw at. ihe iMlnh-^'fte 
least iNg%9i»r cfli iirliose^paKtwfmld faaivcr oe^ 
pasiottodilie slqnpiDg of Jteay; sms^ and in all 
fmbabUitj the wmaaapmg of tiie bo«t : iodbed, 
äüa liekttiraa obligtd, dwrmg tlie oantinuaBoe of 
übe iquall», to be put hard down e^ery four or 
&re mimites, to twm hta: head to the momitaiii« 
oiü faiUovs wbioh w<KiiId hiiTO 8imk her on 
AmmiäBt had they «bm^k h^ ode. It was 
roadly Bwrpiriabif to see inyih irhat actiirtty al^ 
glided OTOC the hugie «aires» vhich öevertiiekss 
kefi 118 perpetually wet ; so that netvithataiid'^ 
tug our little bark tras all right and tight, yet 
three hands were, withoidintmrniaBioii, day and 
uight, employed in h^ her; nor wen» w» 
free from alarm req^ecting thie fate of oiar un* 
fortiiiiate me^miates on the haaQky-r^^ppreiheflr 
ü^e that; during tiiese aqualla» ^ aea, aa it yery 
often does in bad weather, ni^ht mnike chaok 
over the sand, and sweep them entirely off, — 
a fate to which, by Horseburg's Directions, we 
found several French fishermen had been de- 
voted, who not long before had, like us, been 
obliged to take up their temporary residence 
upon the same spot. 
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As the Sun did not set clears and the night 
was boisterouSy squally, and rainy, we could 
«only gpiess our course, by the wind, to be S.W» 
by S. till it cleared up for a whfle at two o'clock» 
when, to my equal surprise and sorrow» I per«» 
ceived, by the bearing of the southern^ cross, 
that we had broken off to S.W. by W. which 
occasioned us to fear that we might get to lee« 
ward of the island. Our rate of saiting, dining 
the night, had been between five and six knots ; 
but most unfortunately the log^ship was now 
carried away, with' most part of the line, in 
eonsequence whereof we were compelled to 
guess at the rate of sailing, as well as at the 
course. Thisdiscoveiy of our real position was 
a cruel disappointment, 'since it tempted us 
almost to despair of regaining the ground we 
had-lost ; and' we were actually upon the point 
of giving oyer all hope of reaching Port Louis, 
and bearing away for Bourbon; 
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CHAP. XIX. 

View of an i«laiid — ^Approach thereto— Inhuman conduct 
ol a ship which passed us — Airiyal at Port Louis, and reception 
there — Excuse made hy the captain of tbe before-mentioned 
ship — Measures pnt in train for e&tricatiog our messmates upon 
the sand-bank— Passage back thither. 



Thb breaking of daylight on the 16th of 
July^ after a tedious, restless, and altogether 
miserable night, inspired our little party with 
fresh courage and hope, notwithstanding the 
weather continued tempestuous and .the sky 
x^loudy and dark. 

But what pen may describe—what tongue 
may tell — the sensations which agitated us» 
when, in about half an hour, we descried land 
gradually manifesting itself upon our larboard 
bow, and growing, as it were, from out the hazy 
horizon! A loud hurrah was simultaneously 
uplifted from every heart; — ^hunger, wet, the 
sleepless night, and the still more dreary day, 
were doomed to torment us henceforth no more ! 
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After this first impulse had exhausted itself, we 
sat for a few moments quite still, and stared 
vacantly at each other; some with clasped hands, 
or looks upturned to the heavy sky, calling upon 
their Creator with voices that struggled vainly 
for utterance» and words rendered unintelligible 
by overmastenng emotion. 

We soon became aware that the land which 
lay before us could be no other than Rounid 
Island, close in the vicinity of the Mauritius« 
Being a good way to leeward, we strove to work 

WjUUWcmCI wa vDO«NU*t ImS UMbNHDUIV» ipUU THIm MrTil 

ihe mainaBil» elose-^^eefed^ on he? ; but the wMr 
tbv eantinuiDg sqvally, and the wind frest^^ 
"irore aoon. compeUfid ti^ take it m»gimi:i»9ir 
wiihatending wUrih« we gaiMd upon tbß Iwd 
considerably, and found ouriielves, at mmi^ 
dbrenrt ^f what we eeuacelved to be Fort IxNiis, 
•hhoi^ph twelve ot fowtaia» miks: to Ii9ew9«d 
dmieDf. Th9 wimd »ow. dstWMig couoA to 
M«Üi, and selliiig cigiit in ottr tmüi, we; were 
unabte toobtdo an inrbiof ^iv«7 ^ wniekiipg to 
windwaol; ve Aerefiire took the «ailji in» got 
out the/oersi and f^oHed for ab^ut tb^ mme tf 
two hoort : bwt the seftrniunng bl|^ d^inq^ 
ai.the «ama tamo! tbewiStttber waa 6l>r, w(b 
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^«kkly found bow* littiie good was dooe» and ao** 
eordiiigfy set && three lugs wkh all reefe oal^ 
fiveioang eonibig o& fast, our ntoatioii became 
rivnBiiig; for we vere appidieimiTe, «id not 
irtdkoat good eanse, that we aboiild be blown 
off the isIaiHi again» and thus be neeesätated to 
stand on for Baurison. During Ae pressure of 
this extreme «ofuiieHy, iat about fiye d'ckek in 
the kftemckniy we observed ä dnpt oötning out 
bf the hasrbour, numiag before the wind witti dl 
Mik set. We tmrnediHtely conehided that this 
vessel was sent aiit t6 our assistance, as our 
fingladi enngn had been hsxisted. all day, nmon 
down/ aod we had every now md then been 
dischaigii^ Aäts. WeMaieä towards her with 
all possible expedition, and passed dose by, 
toder her stern, firing imuskets tm fost as we 
eouid load tiiem, wnmg pieces of cloth, a»d 
tellookig to the utmtet extent of our tnngs; 
She preceded, however, on fanr jiassage widn 
'cut taking the i^htöst aotioe of onrTarious 
0Bhtt» to attract i^enlion, mtdyfe lost a good 
tieal ät ground 1^ bearing up for her. 

We "were now in fact quite out of our way; a 
disaster which woaid have inrdved the most 
seriotts consequenoes, had we.not, bygresrt good 
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kok, got a dant of wind after sun^s^» whenebj 
we were enabled to work in shore. We were 
however quite ignorant of the entrance of the 
harbonr ; . and the night being, besides, rather 
hazy, we itiade a rope fast to one of the baUast- 
ba^s, and came to anchor, about two o'ctock' in 
the morning, in nine feet water, dose xinder. land, 
without having the slightest idea how near we 
were to Port Louis. The watch being set, we 
wrapped ourselves in wet cloth, and endeavoured 
to obtain a little sle^, notwithstanding, the ram 
poured down in torrents. Two double allow» 
ances of pork, and one of .cheese, two drüns of 
cherry-brandj, a like quantity of beer, and two 
cakes, had be^i served out in the last twenty- 
four hours. 

At day-break we weight anchori and pulled 
the boat four miles close along shore ; when, iQ 
our unspeakable satisfaction, we discovered the 
harbour, and got safe in by about eight o'clock* 

As we passed through the harbour, the people 
of the several ships ,came running upon deck, 
staring at us with great surprise ; and when we 
arrived at the landing-place, a crowd of persons 
of every description gathered round us. In 
point of fact, our appearance could not fail tß 



i 
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Kare been at once uncouth and ridiculoas : out 
of the whole ten, one > only amongst us had a- 
hat — ^the others wearing either muslin turbans' 
or the ladies' fancy-caps before mentioned, 
made of cloth or leather, and trimmed with fur, 
and which could only be made to stick on the 
head by splitting them up behind :' about three 
had sailors' jackets, whilst the remainder wore 
their sand-bank mantles of diffei^t^^cdoured 
doth, with two holes for the naked arins : three 
also had trousers ; — ^but as for shirts, stockings, 
oor shoes, not one ^ of either could be mustered 
amongst the entire party. Our legs and feet, 
and indeed the whole of our bodies, were 
thoroughly sodden with exposure to rain and 
sea- water ; whilst our faces and arms had be- 
come so blackened by the scorching rays of an 
almost vertical sun, that, on the whole, we cer* 
tainly-must haye looked- more like Otah^tan 
garages than Europeans. , The crowd was in« 
creasing every instant, and we were pestered 
with questions on all sides : let me, however, at 
the same time, thankfully acknowledge that the 
good islanders were fully as anxious to relieve 
our necessities as to learn our story, c' They 
brought us fruit, bread, coiffee, grog, — ^in shorty 
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enry dung weciNdd deaire; aad mmj of tkm» 
even invked us to take up our qnart^gi inäieir 
hoofei« 

. Mr« Ayvea prooeedod, viAeatddey, to the 
agent of the £88t*Indt$i Compray» to tepoH le 
Um our wreck and present oondkion» vhUst I 
wu engaged in securjag the boat and seeing 
every thing taken oni of her : she was then 
given in diaige to the harbour-marter^ by whom 
we were informed that the ship which had sq 
cmelly passed ns on the preceding evening 
mnst have been the Swallow» Capt. i Oliver, a 
iree trader» bonnd to. Bombay» — no other ship 
having left the fanrbonr. 

Capt. Oliver hasninGe expiessed himself very 
much aggrieved by snob a report as the pre- 
ceding» and sigmfied his readiness to make aa 
affidavit .that our boat was not seen by any one 
on board the Swallow. The master of the bar- 
bonr» as stated above» is my «adiority for m^^ 
tioning.his as the ship in question: as to the 
frircnmstwioe.of our not bein^ observed» I am 
at least confident of thus mnoh ;-:*tfaat we pass- 
ed^ as already asserted, close under the stem — 
so elose» na ta distingnidi die features of the 
men who weie walking dm deck« We made 
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^verj ifflagmaUe effiirt to engafe tiieir notmei 
and IB our deapooratiaDy coold <»ily accoamt for 
audi Biagfaet by imagisiiig that, fitna oar hb- 
condi appearaBce, they todc ns for a set of sa- 
vage pirates, whom they tfaoa^t tibe sea (whidk 
was at &18 time breakup; over and knookiag os 
about in a dieadf al manner) would soon spare 
ibem the' trouble of destroyingy — or, if we were 
actually m distress, would prevent from telling 
any tales of thdr heartless unconcern, which, 
but for the kind interposition of ProvideBce, 
would have been the cause of nearly one hun* 
dred and twenty human beings perishing in äie 
most wretched maimer. 

I afterwards went with a French gentleman, 
an itdiabitaBt of die town, by wiiom I was kind- 
ly urged to make his house niy home, and who, 
in eknulatbn of the good Samaritan, fmmidted 
me with dry clotbes and clean linen. Having 
taken a mocferafce breakfast, (for after jso bag 
fai^g I knew I^ should be very cautious with 
l«gard to eating and drinking,) I was «ctr^Mly 
anxious to learn whether Mr. Ayres had isu&- 
ceeded in getting m ship for the deliveraace of 
oar poor fellow-suferef s who were lefi; behind; 
andwasoveijoyed tpheaz, thattheagantof the 
Company and tiie commanding naval officer had 
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complied with all our irisliesin the most prompt 
manner. Indeed» it must be stated generally» 
that in cases of this description» the British navy 
IB always both ready and willing to extend 
succour» of which we ourselves received the 
fuUest proof. Scarcely an hour had elapsed after 
our arrival in Port Louis» before the Magi- 
cienne» an English frigate» was in the act of un- 
mooring ship» in order to proceed to the relief 
of the crew of the shipwrecked Cabalva : she 
was to be accolbpanied . by His Majesty's 
brig» the Challenger. Mr. Ayres» two of our 
boatmen» and myself» went on board the Ma- 
gicienne» to serve as pilots in case of necessity ; 
the rest of our party remaining in Port Louis. 
We were received in the most, friendly manner 
by Captain Purvis ; and the sudden . change 
from distress» want» misery» and anxiety» to>a 
happy and comfortable state» produced' such a 
peculiar. effect upon my senses that I cannot 
clearly recollect the adventures of this day. 
Thus . much . I know» however ;-— that they led 
me into a spacious and well-accommodated ca-. 
bin» where- 1 laid me dqwn in a warm snug cot, 
and fen into a sleqpi so sound as to wrap me in 
oblivion for the.space of seventeen hours. 
We had all Friday and Saturday stormy 



I 
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weather, so that most of our sails were torn, 
and several of our sail-yards fell overboard. 

The account we gave of our misfortunes 
fairly astonished every, bpdy;. the events con- 
nected with the, wreck were regarded as the 
most extraordinary ever known, and the officers 
never wearied of hearing our relation over and 
over again* 



M 
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CHAP. XX. 

Aniral on the sand-bank, and leccptian. thete-r^ccimences 
daring our stay — ^Ezpreisions of raptora at onr return — De- 
parture from the sand-bank — Arrival and sojourn at Port 
Loois — Set sail for England — AiriTal and reception in London 
— ^Tbe journalist's reward and advancement. 



On Sunday, the 20th of July, the men 
that were on the look-out on the mast-heads 
obtained a sight of the breakers, and sung out 
most lustily — ** Breakers on the larboard bow !" 
whilst the old French pilot shouted '' Hard a- 
port !" These words had acquired to me a tre« 
mendous import: — the morning of the wreck 
floated, with all its fearful imagery, upon my 
imagination, and I thought we were on the rocks 
again ! Fortunately, however, the sounds were 
not, this time, accompanied by danger; and 
having cleared, we worked in to leeward of the 
sand : nevertheless, had it not been for the in- 
tervention of Mr. Ayres and myself, the frigate 
would scarcely have found her way in, as the 
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pilot appeared to be in total ignorance of the 
place. With the utmost joy we soon discovered 
the flag-staff of our ship-mates, then the wreck 
of the Cabalva, then the tents> and, lastly, the 
sand-bank itself. Captain Purvis saluted them 
with a gun every ten minutes, to which they 
replied by letting off large quantities of gun- 
powder. 

Upon entering the bay, we obtained sight of 
the chief officer, Mr. Sewell, with eight hands, 
in the captain's cutter. The sea was at the time 
running very high, and we were apprehensive of 
seeing her swamp, but fortunately we picked, 
her up safe, although in a very leaky condition. 
Mr. Sewell was received with abundant congra- 
tulations on board the frigate, aild gave us a 
brief description of the events that had occurred 
upon the sand-bank subsequently to the de« 
parture of the large cutter. 

" We repeated," said he, " our visits to the 
wreck, and the various sand-banks, in search 
of provisions and other articles of utility ; but 
the store was thoroughly exhausted, and not -a 
single thing could we procure. In fishing, we 
were more jsuecessfnl. 

** The spirit of discord and dissension began 
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to prevail shortly after you left ; and individnal» 
amoD^t us daily deserted, and went over to the 
Beer-Island gang! From these, however, we 
were sensible no serious disturbance would 
arise, so long as they should continue amply 
provided with spirits and beer; and, on the 
%hole, they really behaved better than might 
have been anticipated, feeding chiefly upon 
turtle-eggs, which they caught in considerable 
numbers. The repair of the captain's cutter 
engaged our principal attention, and in her 
we proposed to make sundry little voyages 
of discovery, with a viisw to find, if possible, 
northward, a somewhat higher sand -bank. 
We also collected a great quantity of timber 
from the wreck,, in readiness for the carpenter 
to build a flat-bottomed boat whereupon all our 
goods might be transported, if necessary, from 
one point to another. You and your boat were 
quite given over by us; since the weather had 
become so very tempestuous shortly after your 
departure, as. almost to inundate our cheerless 
place of abode. 

"We were assembled at. devotion to-day, 
when the boatswain accidentally turning his 
eyes towards the sea^ on a sudden interrupted 
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prayers by shouting 'a sail! a sail! a ship, 
by the Lord !' and ran capering, as if seized 
with insanity, along the sand. The whole 
company instantly rushed towards the beach, 
cheering loudly for some time, and then di- 
spersing in all directions with terrible uproar 
and confusion. Some fell foul of the victuals 
and beer, which they devoured without re- 
straint ; others set fire to heaps of gunpowder, 
by way of signal to the frigate ; others, again, 
demolished in frantic exultation the now useless 
tents ; whilst a remnant (I grieve to say, a 
small one only,) fell down on their faces to return 
thanks to God for our deliverance,— ^-hastening 
afterwards to take measures for quieting the 
unruly, and attracting the attention of the fri* 
gate. ■ ' 

'' Amongst these scenes, a few men got hold 
of the captain's cutter, and made ofi*with her 
into the sea. I jumped in, and shoved off with 
eight hands, leaving the people in a very riotous 
state — the officers being scarcely able to keep 
them from the provisions: — but I trust they 
aire by this time brought a little to their senses 
again.^ 

This night the Magicienne brought up in 
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twelve fathoms water, weighed again on M<h;^ 
day morning, and in the evening of the same day 
came safely to anchor within a mile of the sand- 
banks, and right in front of the tents. A bosU 
was now sent ashore, and brought back several 
of the officers and midshipmen of the unfortu- 
nate Cabalva. Both parties were equally re- 
joiced in meeting again, after this short, but 
trying and eventful separation of eight days. 
Capt. Purvis invited the whole of them to din- 
ner, and they sat down in his cabin in their 
sand-bank dresses, which had got somewhat 
more decent than formerly, although they still 
wore a very savage appearance : most of the gen- 
tlemen had trousers manufactured on the sand 
from cloth that had been saved; some wore a 
shirt, and one or two a jacket, which they had 
picked up about the wreck: but each >man was 
provided with either a large knife, a pistol, or a 
dirk sticking in his waistband. 

The evening was spent cheerfully, and even 
merrily ; but a good deal of quizzing was dis- 
.charged upon one of the sand-bank gentlemen 
for having overloaded his stomach with raw 
plum-pudding and pork-chops at the moment of 
the frigate Jieaving in sight: to such a degree» 



i 
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indeed, was he teazed and bantered» as to pre» 
yeot his sharing duly in the enjoyment of his 
comrades. The individual in question was no 
other than our old friend of the broken leg, and 
the following were the circumstances related. 
On the previous day, when the frigate was first 
perceived, Mr. M. be^ning, in the midst of 
the confusion, to feel very empty in his inside, 
made to the store-room unobserved by any one, 
where the store-keeper found him almost choked 
with raw flour, suet, and . plums, which he was 
mixing together in his mouth, and swallowing 
as fast as possible; helping himself occasionally 
out of a bucket^fuU of beer, by way Of moisten* 
ing the paste, and washing every thing down^ 
The same Sunday, it seiems, happened to be his 
day for turning-to as cook, and accordingly, 
whilst the gentlemen were waiting for their din- 
ner in the tent, he, without the slightest cere- 
mony, consumed the pork-chops as fast as they 
were fried, until nigh half the dinner had dis- 
appeared. From this voracity, concluded they» 
not only did others suffer, but the gormandizer 
himself experienced the most undesirable re- 
sults* 

On the following morning, Monday the SLst 



272 THE rifleman's COMRADE. 

July, Capt, Purvis went ashore, accompanied 
by some of his own officers, and some of ours : 
he took with him seversd bags of biscuit, which 
proved a prodigious dainty to our poor fellows, 
by whom they were demolished in a twinkling. 
. No sooner did the Beer-Island gang percdve 
the pendant of the Magicienne, than with great 
prudence -they quitted their favorite saiid-bank, 
and joined the other party. Owing to the 
humane interposition of the officers, no notice 
was taken of their misbehaviour: however, 
they expressed their sorrow at having left be- 
hind three casks of beer ; and some few were 
even heard to wish the frigate at the devil, for 
coming to take them off the island before the 
rest of their liquor had been consumied. 
t -The whole crew of the Cabalva embarked on 
this day : most of the men had concealed jewels 
and other valuables about their persons in the 
most ingenious manner; but they were so 
strictly overhauled upon coming on board, that 
every individual was despoiled of his booty. 
Subsequently, cloth, muslin, and lipen were dis- 
tributed amongst them according to. their con- 
duct during the shipwreck and on the bank. 
Our chief officer remained on board the 
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fHgate, which continued here for some days, to 
endeavour to save some part of the cargo : the 
entire remainder of the shipwrecked people.set 
sail for the Mauritius, in His Majesty's ship 
Challenger, on the 22d instant, and arrived 
safely at Port Louis on the 28th, the last of 
four eventful Tuesdays : — ^Tuesday, the 7th 
July, was the day of our wreck ; Tuesday, the 
14th, the large cutter departed from the sand- 
bank ; Tuesday, the 21st, all the shipwrecked 
crew embarked aboard the brig ; and Tuesday, 
the 28th, they all reached the Mauritius. Thus 
terminated our misfortunes, in a manner so 
prosperous and favorable as to exceed even the 
most sanguine of our expectations. 

O, may every individual who participated in 
this great deliverance, never forget, whilst life 
shall animate his frame, the benign Providence 
which shielded us, even from the first morning 
of the wreck until our arrival at the Isle of 
France ! 

It is impossible adequately to express the 
disinterested attention and kindness which were 
extended to us by the captains and o£Bcers of 
the Magicienne and Challenger. 
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The crew of the Cabalva was afterwards dii'^ 
tributed on board several vessels which lay in 
Port Louis harbour; and those who, whilst 
living on the sand-bank, had vowed never to 
tempt their fate by going to sea again should 
they get clear from present peril, now imhesi- 
tatingly entered into fresh engagements, and 
were dispersed to all quarters of the globe. The 
officers and midshipmen were handsomely pro- 
vided for by the Honorable East-India Com- 
pany's agent ; and most of them, after the in- 
terval of a few weeks, took their passage to 
England. 

For my own part, I remained nearly three 
weeks at Port Louis^ with my excellent friend 
and hospitable host, M. Pague, who, on my 
leaving his house, would listen to no offers of 
remuneration for all the attentions and accom- 
^kodations with which I had been favored: 
never can I cease to remember with gratitude 
the disinterested benevolence of this good m^, 
to whom I was an entire stranger. 

On the 15th of August, I entered myself oi^ 
board the Orient, Capt. Barclay, a free trader, 
as third mate, an4 in this capacity made my 
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passage to England, where we arriyed on the 
21st November. 

I was received by all my friends and con<> 
nexions with heart-felt joy ; and when I com- 
municated to the bereaved widow of Capt. 
Dalrymple the circumstances of her husband*« 
death, I could not help feeling anew how much 
reason the saved remnant had to be thankful to 
God for their miraculous deliverance. 

Subsequently, certain vessels with divers were 
dispatched to the Cargados Garragos reef, to 
recover, if possible, the sunken money-trunks, 
&c. : but all these endeavours, some of which 
involved considerable expense, were imavailing, 
and the entire loss was estimated at a hundred 
thousand pounds. 



Such, in substance, is the statement of the 
sixth officer of the Cabalva, from whose account 
my own would not in the least vary. The Di- 
rectors of the East-India Company presented 
him, on his return to London, with the sum of 
fifty guineas, and a sextant, upon which were 
engraved the Company's arms and a suitable 
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inscription, and . these . gifts . were accompanied 
by a very flattering letter. He afterwards be- 
came fifth, and in the year 1821 fourth officer 
in the service of the Honorable Compiany« 
Having made the voyage both to China «kid to 
the East Indies, he is, I believe, at the present 
.time, at Bencoolen. 
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CHAP. XXI. 

My own individual adventures upon the shipwreck — Friend- 
ship of a fellow-countryman — Departure for Great Britain — 
Arrival at St. Helena, and Bubsequeotly at Portsniouth — I leave 
England, and proceed, through Holland, and the Netherlands, to 
my native town — Reception by my family, relations, and friends 
-«Conclusion. 



Scarcely any one amongst the rescued 
crew of the ill-fated Cabalva could have any 
materials of import to add to the journal which 
was kept of our common experience^ and which 
I have already laid before the reader. Should the 
latter however feel disposed, from the foregoing 
narrative of my life, to extend his sympathy 
to me, he will not, I am sure, feel uninterested 
by the little detail of my personal sufferings. 

At that point of time when the first cry of 
alarm was uttered, on the fatal morning of the 
7th July, I was most snugly nested in my ham- 
mock, and enjoying a very sweet sleep. Jarred 
by the scraping of the vessel along the edge of 
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the rocks, I awoke, and the tremendous con-* 
cussion which immediately followed threw ine 
at once out of bed upon the floor, from which I 
endeavoured in vain to arise — ^the furious break- 
ers hurling the ship from one side to another so 
rapidly as to render it impossible for me to re- 
g^n my footing. A fearful cry was now heard 
from, all quarters — ^below as well as upon deck ; 
and I phiioly distinguished the sounds — ** Clear 
away the boats!" — " Cut away the masts ! — 
'' Cannons overboard !" and other exclamations 
of a similar nature. I very soon became aware 
that we were stranded ; and so powerful an effect 
had the sudden horror upon my frame, that I 
continued for some minutes quite stunned and 
senseless. At length I recovered so far as to 
feel the instijict of ^elf-preservation, and gather- 
ed together i^ufficient presence of mind to look 
for my small riches, which consisted of some 
gold and a watch. I now hastened up the steps, 
a terrible stilness prevailing all around me, only 
disturbed by the sound of the hatchets, as they 
were just beginning to cut down the masts, and 
throw them overboard. 

The utter darkness did not allow me to re^ 
cognise any object whatever beyoiid the flhip. 



THE rifleman's COMEADE. 2?9 

and I stood traiisfi:Ked with terror» laying hold, 
as it were mechanically, of the arm of the cabin^ 
stair, to prevent my falling down* Perceiving 
me in this situation, a naval oflScer came up, and 
exclaimed :— ** Why, you are ttimed, like Lot's 
wife, into a pillar of salt ! come, come, stir 
about, and make yourself useful in some way." 
This rough but well-meant address restored to 
me my recollection, and I wandered from one 
spot to another proffering my services eyety^ 
where, but to very little purpose : — nobody 
listened to, nobody cared about me ; each be- 
ing anxious only to provide for himself and for 
his own rescue. All our people were as 'yet on 
board, with the exception of a few who had 
be^n washed overboard, and were now despe* 
rately struggling with the waves, in order to 
gain once more the dismasted ship. 

I scarcely know what I thought in these 
dreadful moments, for all my senses were con^ 
fused and benumbed. At length it dawned in 
the east, and all the crew acquired in conse- 
quence new courage and resolution. The mist 
having dispersed, we were enabled to behold the 
continuous chain of the reef upon which we had 
struck ; and when the large cutter was lowered» 
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which took place upon that side of the vessel 
whereby I stood, I was amongst the first who 
leaped into it. Whon cast with my fellow-suf- 
ferers by the tremendous surge against the cliff, 
I found how valuable was the skill in swimming 
that.had been acquired by me during my staj 
at Cabrera : in spite, however, of this desirable 
accomplishment, I ran a very narrow risk of 
being drowned, and should infallibly have en- 
countered that fate, had not my better genius 
thrown an oar in my way, of which I took firm 
hold, although in a state of extreme exhaustion. 
At the same moment almost, a huge wave cast 
me and my oar with such violence against the 
reef, that I was left lying perfectly insensible 
upon the shore. On recovering my consciqus- 
ness, I found that the oar, which my hand still 
grasped with convulsive energy, had stuck in a 
fissure of the rock, and thus the returning wave 
was prevented from washing it and me away. 

I was fortunately saved from drowning ; but 
the exertion and terror combined had reduced 
meto an exceedingly helpless and deplorable 
condition. I could not by any means collect 
my scattered thoughts, so as fully to compre- 
hend the nature of our situation, in all its bear- 
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ings: I stared vacantly around, — ^the. objects 
impressed upon my visual orbs conveying no 
correspondent idea to my imagination. 
• The acute pain which I now felt in every 
part of my body, .particularly my hands and 
trmsy contributed more than any thing el$e to 
arouse me from this dismal abstraction : but I 
was still sitting and gazing with a stupid look of 
despair upon the scenes acting around, when on 
the sudden, I felt some one tap me on the back ; 
and turning instinctively round, I received this 
salutation : — ** HoUa^ Mr. German ! what, has 
the devil brought you here too ? Look, see, 
there, how they are crawling in the water!" 
My only repljr was by a rueful shake of the 
head ; but the good-natured, light-hearted sailor 
who had thus hailed me, continued, without 
changing a muscle, — " O ! 'twould be. all well 
enough if we could only get a little rum !" 

• " Tom," replied I, stimulated by this appa- 
rent unconcern, " do you really feel so little 
anxiety respecting our situation ?" 

** Why, what's the use?", rejoined he : ** I 
should be a fool to think, just now, about future 
things ; time enough, when necessity compels :" 
then suddenly directing his eyes in another 
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quarter, ** Look there !'' be proceeded, '' see that 
poor fellow swiiOming for his life: we must 
cheat old Davy this once ;" and so sayiiig, Toi» 
sprang into the water as far he durst venture. 
I arose instantly, ran forward, and handed the 
lucky oar to my humane fnend, who imme« 
diately extended it to the man who was bnffett 
ing with the waves, crjring out, at the sam6 time« 
** There, take hold of it, and donH keep me' 
waiting here so long !" The grateful swimmer 
seized the oar, and we quickly trailed him to 
us. 

After a while, the whole of our destitute com? 
pany assembled together ; and again did I find 
myself an outcast upon an uninhabited shore, and 
in a condition even more truly forlorn than 
when cast upon the island of Cabrera. We 
were here a fortnight ; but during the whole 
interval, I saw scarce any one utterly discouf 
raged — ^very few evOT anxious to any painful 
degree ; and by far the greater number abso«' 
lutely disposed to enjoy themselves as much as 
lay in their power, indulging the prospect of a 
q)eedy return to England, since the voyage to 
China was now frustrated. 
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Perfectly admirable, indeed, bnt scarcely to 
be described, was the general conduct of the 
seamen. After having waded perhaps from 
morning to night Üirough water and sand, car- 
ried heavy loads, and received a very insuffi- 
cient dinner, few of these resolute men mani- 
ilBsted the least dissatisfaction ; a steady serious- 
ness, mixed with a hal&subdued expression of 
-banter, being displayed in their countenances ; 
imd jocular stories, relating to their former ex- 
ploits, serving to amuse the tediousness of the 
evening. 

It was curious to observe what a difference 
had been wrought by circumstances in the 
various objects of desire amongst the crew: 
the expression of our several wishes sometimes 
produced the most uncontrollable laughter : — 
one man for instance would sigh for an old hat 
—«mother for an old pair of shoes — a third for a 
neckcloth, or some matter of equal importance, 
— which, under another aspect of things, would 
have been scouted as undeserving of notice, or 
actually thrown overboard in scorn. Some in- 
veterate smokers, snuff-takers, and quid-chew- 
ers, were languishing in the most lacrymose 
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' style for materials wherewith to indulge these 
amiable propensities ; and if any one amongst 
them got hold of a small quantity of tobacco, 
and was benevolent enough to dispense a quid 
or two to his messmates, he was immediately 
considered as a public benefactor. On the 
other hand, jewels, rings, and gold were abso-* 
lutely despised — ^no one attaching to these the 
slightest importance : — in fact, a piece of bis- 
cuit would have been regarded as of much 
higher value than a purse full of dollars. 

Every thing which floated by, that appeared 
calculated to be of the slightest utility, was im- 
mediately seized hold of by us with triumph ; 
and when a sailor one day found a quantity of 
shell-fish, he was received with a loud hurrah, 
the others running en masse to the shore, to 
seek a fresh supply. 

When the large cutter had undergone a 
thorough repair, and was on the point of setting 
sail, every body was anxious to be of the party, 
and hence it became necessary to decide the 
boat's crew by lot. In short, the projected 
voyage became the universal subject of conver- 
sation, and numberless were the speculations 
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put forth in all directioDS respecting its chances 
of failure or success ; the chosen members of the ' 
little party feeling a sort of consequence spring 
from their election, and assuming airs there- 
upon which would have been extremely ridicu- 
lous but for the good humour with which they 
were expressed. 

Thus, in a very short space of time, I under- 
went all the inconveniences and distresses of 
shipwreck, which, however, I was enabled to 
endure with tolerable fortitude, having been 
accustomed to so many previous sufferings. 

At Port Louis I made the acquaintance of 
several residents of the place. Amongst thie 
rest was a German, who had been for some 
time settled there, and, worthy man ! had im- 
ported with himself, from his native country, the 
honest and social feelings characteristic of it. 

I informed him that 1 had fortunately suc- 
ceeded in saving my little money ; and in reply 
he gave me not only good advice how to take 
oare of it, but useful hints as to the way of in- 
creasing my store — clogged, however, with the 
irksome condition of remaining at Port Louis. 
I made some effort to reconcile my mind to this. 
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but in vain : the longing desire for home was 
now grown too powerful to be restrained, and I 
could not meet speedily enough with a vessel to 
carry me to Europe. 

From the agent of the East-India Company 
I received a handsome present of 100 dpUars, 
and also a free passage to England on board of 
a merchant-ship. Anxiously did I long for the 
hour of embarkation : and when at last it came» 
I entered the vessel buoyantly, yet at the same 
time not without some misgivings, arising from 
the recollection of past dangers. 

We weighed anchor, and set sail with favor* 
aUe wind and weather. Off St. Helena we 
stopped for a while; and on the back-ground of 
the mountain I descried Longwood, the resi- 
dence of my old master, the Emperor Napoleon. 
I should have much liked to have seen that 
great, and in every respect remarkable man, 
but was not permitted even to land, much less 
to gain access to his person. St. Helena is cer- 
tainly far from being the most agreeable place 
of abode that may be imagined ; the vast unfer« 
tile mountains. displaying op .cheerful promise 
as te ih^ pr^ducti<«is pf the island. Almost all 
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the ships goiog to and returning from the East 
Indies touch at this place. 
- A short time only' intervened before we. got 
under weigh again ; arrived, without any mishap 
whatever, in England ; and disembarked at Ports- 
mouth, where I found a vessel ready to set sail 
for Holland. I availed myself of this opportu* 
nity, and, after two days, reached Delftsye, 
passed through Hollai^, the Netherlands, and 
up the Rhine, untä I came to my dear native 
lawn. 

With a host of mingled emotions, well nigh 
overpowering utterance, did I enter beneath 
the shelter of my parental roof. Alas, it, was 
so no longer! My father and mother were both 
departed to their long home, and my brother 
had become master of their old dwelling. I 
was received at 'first coldly— ^for at the moment 
my altered appearance failed to excite recognii» 
tion: but a very brief space lapsed before the 
name of ** FhiUppe!" was shouted out on« aU 
sides* My relations clung around me with fond 
eagerness, and reiterated thdur exclamations of 
^elemne ; neither could I, on my part, repress 
my cries of joy. . My brother's fiEOnily bad u^ 
creased greatly during my absence, andjny sis-r 
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ter had also, I found, united herself to a worthy 
and brave man. 

The neighbours shortly after assembled toge- 
ther, regarding me at first with strange looks. 
In good truth, I must have presented a curious 
contrast to the youthful, rosy-cheeked lad they 
had bid adieu to some ten years before. My 
face was embrowned by the heat of a tropical 
sun;, while long subjection to the storms of fate 
had disposed me a good deal to serious reflection» 
and conveyed to the lines of my countenance an 
expression of considerably more advanced age 
than I actually had attained to. Nobody coiuld 
at first recognise their young acquaintance Phi- 
lippe; but by degrees some trait of resemblance 
or other made itself visible, and soon all doubts 
were cleared up. 

For a long period, my family had believed me 
dead, having heard the report that the entire 
army of Dupont had been taken prisoners, and 
I having never made any communication to 
assure them of the contrary. They had accord*- 
ingly divided my patrimony amongst them; 
but it was without the least hesitation refunded, 
and consequently I found. myself enabled to 
commence business. 
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A little while after my return to my native 
town, I became acquainted with the daughter 
of an innkeeper, and between this young female 
and myself a mutual attachment quickly grew 
up. We were, in due course of time, united ; 
and several lambkins are now frisking merrily 
about, under the roof of the Golden Lamb. 
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Note a» page 22^ line 15. 
The provinces of Suabia and Franconia apper-^ 
tain to the former division of Germany, when it 
constituted an empire collectively, and was sepa- 
rated into districts, or circles,* at the head of each 
of which was a duke, or other potentate, not pes« 
sessing, however, supreme sovereignty, but subordi- 
nate to the emperor, who was nominally an elected 
monarch, and in whom was vested absolute domi- 
nion over this vast and beautiful country« The 
imperial title and power had long been engrossed 
by the house of Lorraine (archdukes of Austria), at 
the period when Napoleon Buonaparte, then em- 
peror of the French, annulled this order of things. 
In the year 1806 the empire of Germany was dis- 
solved, and broken up into various independent 
states ; — the different petty princes, some of them 
remaining dukes, and others elevated to the title of 

* Kreise. 
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kings/ — but each exercising sovereign power. The 
x^ircle of Suabia, accordingly, is now transformed 
into the kingdom of Wirtemberg, whilst that of 
Franconia is merged in the kingdom of Bavaria. 

It is, in fact, a matter of great difficulty for any, 
except those who are either natives of Germany, or 
have travelled a good deal therein, to acquire clear 
ideas respecting its political geography. It is, at 
present, divided into thirty-three independent states^ 
greater or lesser in point of wealth and general con- 
sequence ; the independence, however, I am sorry 
to add, resides not in the people, but wholly in their 
governments, even there where a so-called Consti- 
tution has been dispensed, as a favor rather than a 
right, by the sovereign to his subjects. 

Note b, page 35, line 18. 
A German gentleman, who was sojourning in 
Madrid at this eventful period, wrote an account to 
a fnend of the reception of the French troops under 
Murat; He gives, however, a very different report 
of the circumstances attending this reception from 
that published in the French Moniteur ; stating the 
hostile feeling of the Spaniards to have been, by no 

• 

means, confined to the frowning looks and suspicions' 
* For instaiice, the kings of Saxony, Wirtemberg, Bavaiia, 
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tspoken of by our friend, the authör of this little 
volume; but on the contrary, manifested, even 
then, by acts of the most unequivocal violence — by 
the discharge of whole volleys of stones — by the 
emptying of vessels filled with boiling water out 
of the windows — by the distribution of poisoned 
victuals— and by assassination. In fact, that pre-* 
cious political journal, the Moniteur, wa« nevev 
worthy of the slightest partkle of credit, since it 
was avowedly used by the emperor as an engine for 
forcing any description oi facts he chose upon the 
belief of his good citizens of Paris. 

After alj, when we reflect on the present govern-^ 
ittent of Spain, and on the mockery of a king who 
sways its sceptre, it is a pity that the Spanish people 
made any opposition whatever to the establishment 
of a new dynasty ; or rather, that they did not fight 
with the same enthusiasm for Napoleon and Joseph, 
as they did, for so long' a series of years, against 
them. 

Note c, page 38, line 17. 
This description of the Spanish character bears, 
qs we have already observed in the masrgin, tha 
stamp of a little partiality or prejudice. I need 
only suggest to my readers the former greatness of 
the population of this beautiful ccnrntry to impress 



upon their minds a high sense« not only of its capa- 
bilities, but of what it has actually accomplished. 
In the time of the Moorish dominion there, Spaiiii 
was the very region of romance and poetry ; and 
a glance at the discovery by Cortes of the hitherto- 
unknown continent of America will suffice to ren- 
der it equally celebrated for the spirit of noble en- 
terprise. l¥ho so gallant, who so high-minded, in 
the field of chivalry, as the Spanish cavalier ? The 
idea of being thought capable of an unworthy act 
would have caused his own " eloquent blood" to 
rush into his cheeks, and that of his whole host of 
forefathers into his recollection. In works of art 
and literature, likewise, they occupied a proud sta- 
tion, as evidently appears from their splendid palaces 
and Gothic structures ; from the pencil of Velas- 
quez and Murillo, and from the pen of Cervantes. 

*' Alas, 'tis not so now !" The natives of thb fine 
peninsula have been ground into the very dust by 
a degrading tyranny ; — the more degrading, since it 
is and has been exercised by the most contempt- 
ible of created beings; — of which fact we need not 
take the trouble of adducing any further instances 
thw those of Charles IV. the Prince of the Peace, 
and Ferdinand the Beloved. 

Besides the regal despotism, another still more 
powerful and no less disgusting b imposed (we 
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may say self-imposed) upon this unhappy people^ — 
tile despotism of the priesthood. The monks are 
here almost omnipotent, and well nigh onmipresent : 
their influence pervades both town and country, 
and penetrates into the most secret recesses of do- 
mestic life. The nation possesses in itself every 
advantage calculated to render its name respect- 
able ; but these advantages are directed in tlieir 
operation entirely by the monks. According as they 
dictate from the pulpit, legitimacy or liberty be- 
comes instantly the war-cry : if it be consonant to 
their interest to encourage political freedom, the 
Spaniard enrolls himself amongst the Liberals of 
Europe ; if the contrary, he is rendered the slavish 
ins^ument of an '* absolute king." From these 
causes the national character has become, as it well 
might, vitiated ; but there still are to be found traits 
of its former grandeur. It is not in the least tainted 
with indolence, like that of the Italian people : on 
the contrary, the Spaniard is persevering; and if not 
active, industrious. What has been advanced by 
the author touching his superstitious prejudices, ap- 
plies, not to him peculiarly, but in common with 
the natives of almost every Roman .Catholic 
country ; whilst love of his native land (it may be 
not so much an enlightened as an instinctive prin- 
ciple) amounts in his breast even to the sublime. He 
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neglects no ueans to compass the destruetion of it»' 
enemies ; if ttiete is no regular line of battle , he re- 
sorts to guerilla warfare ; and in defanlt of this, to^ 
indiyidual hostility. 'Many are the examples that 
night be quoted in relation to the last war, whteh' 
are. worthy of being handed down to posterity, i» 
common with the heroic exploits of the ancient 
Greeks and Romans: I will content myself with 
adducing one instance, of the veracity of whieb 
I possess abundant proof. 

A French o£cer arriyed, one evening, with a 
detachment of ten soldiers, at a lone house upon the 
high-road. Here he found a woman, quite alone, 
of whom he demanded lodging for the night lor 
himself and men. She conducted him silently into 
a large upper chamber, in the middle of which hung 
a hammock ; and when they had entered the room, she 
said, " Here you may make yourself comfortable : 
I have no bed : the Frenchmen have already taken 
every _ thing : your soldiers can sleep upon the 
groundnfleor." To a question from the officer as to 
where her husband was, she replied — " He is, of 
coucse, with the army : no l^paniard would at this 
period be indulging himself at home: every one is 
fighting for his country.'^ 

** Have you no fear at being thus left alone ?" 
inquired the officer. 



I 
I 
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** A Spanish woman," rejoined she, proudly, " in 
heedless of danger, and unacquainted with fear." 

With these words, his hostess quitted the room, 
learing the officer accompanied only by a favorite 
dog. The woman's expressions and looks had 
something in them which amounted almost to de- 
fiance ; and from some undefinable feeling he pro- 
ceeded to form a rude couch for himself upon th^ 
floor, placing his dog in the hammock« 

He fell asleep ; but in the middle of the night 
was aroused by a noise in the direction of the ham- 
mock, from .which the dog immediately sprang 
with a loud outcry. He jumped up, and saw the 
woman making towards him, armed with a hay- 
fork, and bearing upon her countenance the furious 
expression of a Medea. Starting backwards, he 
grasped his pistol, and warned her to advance no 
further. True to her former assertion, however, she 
rushed on, regardless of his threats : with the in- 
stinct of self-preservation, the officer fired, and the 
unhappy woman fell lifeless against his feet. He 
now hastily quitted the chamber to summon his 
men, but found every individual of them poisoned. 

Note d, page 49, line 1. 
This patriotic watch-word recalls to our memory 
the brave Lacedemonians, who left their homes, — 
each luan enthusiastic in his resolution to preserve 
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the liberty of his country, and either to return vie- 
torious or to perish gloriously. 

It is but justice to a fallen people to bear in 
mind that no land has presented, in this respect, a 
greater resemblance to ancient Greece than Spain. 
The Greek wars of liberty have been renewed in 
that devoted country, from time to time, from 
the commencement of their history even until the 
present era; and it may perhaps, after all, not be too 
much to assert, that if ever the (X)ntinental nations 
of Europe obtain political freedom, the example 
will be even yet set to them by S{^in. 

Note e, page 63, line 23. 

The uncommon deference and worship paid by 
Roman Catholics to the Holy Virgin is pretty 
generally understood ; and the instance here men- 
tioned seems principally to prove that Spain has 
ceased to be a great maritime country ; since 
otherwise the seamen would possess more expe- 
rience than to put any trust in such dubious me- 
diation. The circumstance is calculated to remind 
one of the usage of the Turks in this respect, — who» 
when the wind becomes unfavorable during a voyage 
or a naval engagement, very rationally proceed to 
punish the steersman. 

The following anecdote is worthy of being quoted, 
in illustration of the authority of the Holy Virgin 
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amongst Catholic Chri8tiaiis.»-«Wheii Joachim Mu- 
rat became king of Naples, (the best king, by the 
bye, tfiathad ruled there for many a long day,) he 
entertained varioQs propositions for the improve* 
ment of the capital ; and among other things, intro« 
dttced the system of lighting up the streets. This 
innovation, however, upon established custom, by 
no means pleased the good NeapoHtans, who, not 
relishing such an inroad on ancient darkness, (pro- 
bably because their deeds were evil,) set about with 
laudable industry (the first marks of that virtue 
which they had exhibited for the past century) to' 
demolish the lamps. In vain were these renewed 
from night to night ; the morning always found 
them shattered to pieces. At length, the king be- 
thought himself of calling in the co-operation of the 
priesthood; summoning to his council a certain 
monk, who enjoyed infinite popularity and influ- 
ence over Uie multitude. Having contrived to pro- 
pitiate this man, Murat exacted from him a pro- 
mise to do his best; and accordingly, the next Sun- 
day, the holy father actually commenced his 
sermon with these words: — " You are an impious 
and abandoned people, reserved by the Almighty 
for everlasting condemnation : it is in vain for you 
to be hopefiil of forgiveness, since you have thrown 
down, and shattered in pieces the lamps which were 
lighted in honor of the Holy Virgin— ^therefore 



•ternal flames be your portiont" The people wer# 
Ihunder-stnick and coYi^ed with dismay : deputa^ 
lions were immediately dispatched to the roy^ 
palace» to implore the restitution of the lamps; and 
since that time, (thanks to the Holy Virgin !) the 
streets of Naples possess the advantage of beisg 
lighted up at night, in common with other European 
cities. 

Note f» page 04, line 11. 
It is remarkable enough that the inhabitant» 
oi Roman Catholic countries generally distinguid» 
themselves firom those who profess the Protestant 
iuith by an abopinable disregard to cleanliness^ 
The immense circle of Germany includes several 
states of each differeü^ persuasion; and any one 
may. observe, upon entering a German village or 
town, infallible indications of the nature of the pre- 
vailing belief. . At the same time, as if to counter- 
balance this disadvantage, it is observable Üiat the- 
Horaan Catholic ladies of Germany are, generally 
speaking, finer ai^ prettier than their Protestant 
countrywomen. 

NeU g, page^.9(^, line 1&. 
These ladies appear to have a strong family 
likeness to the fishrwomen in Hamburgh, who pre- 
serve the most intimate alliance with each odier, 
bolh ofifensLve and defennve: if onn: is insulted. 
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tte whole company conspire together for the pur-* 
pose of reveaging the afiro»!; and the feh-markety 
on such an occasion, seems overflowing with one 
universal sound. ' It is indeed excessively amu«ng 
to see and hear the proceedings of these damsels^ 
who spare no violence either of gesture or langus^ 
towards their supposed enemies — ^their feeling's of 
honor being particularly acute and sensitive ! P 
myself have frequently, in sportive mood, taken a 
malicious pleasure in stimulating the angry pasdionsT 
of these heroic ladies, thereby occasioning a good* 
deal of m^rth to the staiiders-by. Shoving their 
baskets aside, or even casting upon them a look ex- 
pressive of disdain,, is often sufficient to set the whole 
crew in agitation. . 

In every metropolitan city may he found a class 
of similar women more or less . uncivilized. The^ 
poissardes of Paris and the BilUngsgates of Lon-' 
don have precisely the same kind of character;' 
whilst in Copenhagen the fish-women form a body 
at once barbarous and formidable. / ' 

Note h, page 92, line 6* 
' Processioiifi and rin^ng of the church-belk areT 
well-known characteristics of every Koman Ca- 
tholic town, even iin the German states, wluch are 
certainly far more enlightened than those o^ Italy 
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or Spain« In England even, a Protestant coott^ 
try» although there are no procesatonckof clergymen 
and images, the ringing of the belk frequently re* 
minds a foreigner of Catholicism ; the only differ- 
ence being, that the Catholic peals are at any rate 
harmonious, whilst those of Protestant England , 
especially in London, are monotonous and disom«fc- 
ant to the last degree. 

I nerejr witnessed the advance of a processioii 
without an inward feeling of disgust and horror : 
they somehow or other are always connected in my 
mind with the terrible rites of Pagan worship; 
which latter indeed had the great advantage of 
being undeniably pious in intent, whilst the fonner 
are nothing more than so many specimens of thea* 
trical mummery. I met one day in Hechingen (a 
little German state) with a parade of this kind, the 
priest, bearing the crucifix, at its head. Every one 
who passed that way was compelled to fall down upon 
hb knees on the rencontre. By the way«side W9m 
a peasant, cultivating a small ipiece of ground ; who, 
after having paid his obeisance to the image, ear- 
nestly entreated the priest to let the Divinity he 
was carrying come and just take a look upon his 
field,— expressing his opinion that it would derive 
therefrom an immense deal of benefit ! 

To becoflMf thoroughly acquainted with the zh* 
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«nrdiiies of Catholicism, the only way is to make a 
riiort stay in any of those places resorted to as ren* 
dezvous for pilgrims, where every conceivable enor- 
mity is practised, and penitential exetcises abound. 
Some years ago, at one of the towns on the 
Rhine, my curiosity was excited by seeing-an old 
woman busily employed in crawling upon her 
hands and knees up and down a hill. On inquiring 
her motive for this strange action, she replied, ** I do 
k for a rich lady, as penitence for her sins : — I am 
paid for it." Another time, at the same place, I saw 
a man engaged in makings alternately, two steps 
forward, and one step backward, likewise as an 
exercise of penitence. 

Note i, page 115, line 25. 
La More is a game played with great earnest- 
ness and frequency in almost all the southern 
countries of Europe except Greece, where I never 
•aw it practised : it is played chiefly in the public 
houses and open streets ; and generally, though not 
always, for som« trifling wager. Two persons are 
commonly the number engaged ; and both of these 
raise and bend .back the right arm, immediately 
stretchilig it out again, and loudly crying any given 
number, — ^at the same instant extending one finger^ 
or more, or none« These out-stretched fingers of 
each antagonist's hand are then reckoned together ;' 
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and if their number agrees with that called out by* 
either party, (provided both have not fixed upon 
the same, in which case it is a drawn game,) a point 
is counted, and marked by- the extension of- one 
finger of the left hand ; and he who first, in this 
way, has all the left-hand fingers held up, wins the 
stake, whatever it may be, for which they ure 
gambling 

This simple game is generally practised wkii ia** 
finite spirit and interest, and attended widi vidlent 
gesticulation; the gist of the diversiou depending 
upon the celerity ^nd simultaneousness of the move- 
ments of both parties. 

Note k, page 134, line 17. 
Scorpions are certainly found in great quan- 
tities in Sicily and the southern parts of Italy, but 
very seldom in the northern districts of the latter 
country. Their abiding-places are {Mrincipally fixed 
in lumber-closets, behind loose pieces of wainscot^ 
ing, and in elaaae. I have some reason, however, 
to think that they are neither so numerous nor se 
dangerous as the accounts of certain travellers would 
lead us to imagine. 

Ncte If page 134^ /ine 22. 
Tarantulse are not so comnK>nly to be met 
^ith, but they are by far more noxious reptiles than 
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I scorpions. The author» it seems, nevenvitnessed 

» 

I an example of the maddening effects of their sting,; 

I but I can myself bear testimony (though not, I am 

thankful to say, in my own person) to the veracity 
of such results. The individual whom I saw thus 
wounded, began soon after the accident to caper 
about in the most furious manner, until, quite ex- 
hausted by the violent exercise to which he had 
umwiUiugly been subjected, he sank down in com- 
plete stupefaction. 

Nate m, page 157, Hue 11. 
King Ferdinand IV. of Naples, however much 
the popular ferment of the period alluded to' 
might have reconciled his continental subjects to his 
restoration, was, beyond doubt, one of the most in-^ 
effective and truly despicable monarchs <>f Europe. 
He was in the habit of personally visiting the^ 
Aiarkets, and bargaining for meat and other provi- 
sions; and his life, altogether, was devoted to en- 
joyments of the most inferior and unintellectual 
description, — eating and drinking, in particular. 
^ The inscription upon his statue in the Museum, 
denominated Gli StudiJ, begins as follows: — " F?r- 
dinando Bourbono Augusto, Xr. Religionis et 
Securitatis Publicae Protectori Invicto :" — notwith- 
i^tanding which sounding exordium, however, it is 
pretty well known thaf this august and nnconquered 
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chieftain was obliged more than once to seek sa£Bt]|r 
for his illustrious person in flight. 

Note n, page 170» line 10. 

The author is pretty accurate in his account of the 
dimensions, &c. of our great metropolis, and yet hi# 
statement requires some little rectification* The 
following extract from ** Britton's Picture of 
London" will serve to set one part of the matter ia 
a more correct point of view. 

'* Its extent from east to west, i. e. from Poplar 
to Knightsbridge, is full seven miles and a half; 
and its breadth from north to south, or from Xsling- 
ton to Walworth, is above five miles. Within tbo 
last ten years, however, the metropolis has so n^pidl j^ 
and extensively increased in buildings, that we ai^ at 
a loss to fix its boimdary lines. The circumferenice 
of jbhe whole, allowing for various inequalities in the 
extension of the streets, &c. at the extremities, can- 
not be less than thirty miles. It may, therefore, be. 
fairly estimated that the entire buildings, &c. occupy 
an area of no less than eighteen square miles, in- 
cluding the space taken up by the river Thames, 
which extends about seven miles in length through 
London, with an average breadth of almost a quarter 
of a mile." 

The population of the metropolis, according tp 
Ihe census of 1821, then exceeded 1;200,00Q, an4 
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tetiät be yearly increasing. With respect to the 
proportions of the two iron bridges, the following 
will be found to be nearer the mark. — The total 
length of Yauxhall bridge is 860 feet, and the 
clear breadth of the road- way 36 feet. The entire 
distance between the abutments of the Southwark 
bridge is 708 feet. 

Our readers will have observed, that our friend is 
likewise mistaken in limiting the general number of 
stories above the ground-floor of London houses to 
two; whereas there are ahnost always diree, and 
aot uncommonly four, — more particularly in the an- 
cient part of the city, where the houses often run 
exti^mely high. His remarks, however, are gene-* 
rally acute; and the reader will probably be dis- 
posed to smile at his earnest deprecation of a Sunday 
in London, which it must be admitted is a dead 
bore. To such an extent is this overwrought senti- 
ment carried, that I have actually heard, since the 
commencement of the present year, a clergyman of 
the Established Church declare, from the pulpit, th^t 
it was <Mie of the deadliest sins even to write a letter 
on the Sunday ! After this, we should be cautious 
in our censure of Roman Catholic fanaticism* 

Note o, page 173, line 6. 
The fact of payment being required at the en- 
trance of OUT principal public metropolitan build- 
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inga, — so disgraceful in itself to our character as a 
nation, and particularly so as contrasted with our 
continental reputation for riches, — has been so often 
stated by foreigners, and so universally quoted with 
marks either of surprise or vituperaüon, that it may 
be said to form a standing topic in all foreign works 
in which the habits of our country are commented 
on. That it should be matter of astonLdimeat 
and indignation to a Parisian — ^the inhabitant of a 
city in which all the wonders of ancient and modem 
art, the interiors of palaces, and the beauties ef 
gardens (even royal gardens) are throWn't>pen gra^ 
tuitously to the public gaze and enjoyment ; — that to 
him, we say, the pitiful and paltry price at which 
we sell our national credit in this way, and by which 
(not to speak it profanely) the sacred chapters of St. 
Paul and Westminster realise an unholy pn^t — 
should be the subject of ridicule and abuse, — is not 
so surprising; for Paris is rich, and can afford, as 
London can, to be liberal : but that such meanness 
and extortion should excite the evidently angry 
sneer of a native of Germany — a land in which 
tyranny has repressed all wealth but that of mind, — 
truly is, or ought to be, most humiliating to our na- 
tional vanity. 

THE END. 



